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Virtuous Woman: found? + 
Her LOSS-BEW ATEEBy® F 


CHARACTER EXEMPLIFIED 
IN A 


SERM®©& 


Preached at Felfed in Eſſex, ori, 
30, 1678. 
| At the Funeral of that nal Excellent Lady 
- the Right. Honourable, and *Eminently: 
Religions: and Charitable Mary, Coun” 
teſs Dowager of Wa-wick,, the:molt his | 
Inſtrious Pattern of Sincere: Picty, A ; 
Solid Goodneſs this Age hath produc 2 
With ſo Large Additions as aay-be fil ec d:; 
£ E-IE:: OE — 


O'F TH AT. - eos 
NOBLE LADY 
To which are Annexed ſome of her Lad ſhips FiQue; 

41nd Uſeful Meditations. RE LAN 

By A4ntbony Walker, D. D. and Redtor. « ot 77; i2 
the ſame Country. 574M i DS 
x weRs 3 


- "+5 Printed for Fe ES 


dy new, at the King.s Arms 3 'S, "2 
Panl's. Church-Yard. A T678;:.£1-7 
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To THE 
_ Right Honourable 
KATHARINE 
VICOUNTESS RANALAUGH.: 
AND THE 
HONOURABLE 


Roztxr Borrs, Elſg; 


"W 
Executors of the Laſt Will ofthe Right 3 
Honourable Mary, Counteſs Dowar' "2 
ger of /Varwigh, _ - 


IE 


Right Honourable Madam, T 
and Truly Honourable Sir. $ 


ZY Obedience to the repeated. 
Commands I bave received, * 
(for fo Tſball always efteens:: © 
your Requeſts ) from both you: > 
Honours fo publiſh the Sermon, 7 was \ + 
| A 4 BY -- nt 


"P he Epi Je T farory.”- 


Gf the - iy Authority enfaged to Preach 
at the Funeral of that excellent Ladythe 
Genuine Siſter of your vertue, as well a5 
the Germane-Sifex of: yogr blood ; had 
got been guilty of theſe few weeks delays, 
had not the. indifpoſt ition which: bezan fo 
TS, ſeize me at fo wear aud perplexing a ſtroke, 
” and- under hich 1. laboured all the time 


its delivery , Continued #pow me many 
days : After aneffet ſonatural io fo preſ- 
fing a cauſe, that Tknow not whether the 
health of »y body could have conſiſted 
with the foundnels of my mind, #nder 
ſuch . 4# inexpreſſible loff to rhe Church of 
x FELL my or ſelf in in part _— 


. But what T'mas conſtrained. to. defer.s 
e bonun | 
dhe to youbothvith all humble 9bſer ance: 2nd 
Rn ; ee 5 under your favourable protection to the 
Et > oben, CVE of t the world. . The Sermon 7s ſuch, 
| dam, Toi almoſt yerbatim,; as my haſty azd (ickly 
Fe t Preparations would then allow : Fr 7ady- 
ps Charaiter TconfefSts much enlarged, 


# Hog wy 2p.10 WO Yhet ZE micht foxzew hat more filly , than ; 


In = thoſe fereights of time monld ſ:ffer wes 
Sn proponent ta the knowledge. and itati- 


ON 


TSS > EO 7 
* % ODS BER Gy be ART END 
RES RSS 3-3 os 
GE 


of” FO prepargtbous,._and in the/ hour of 


abit, nov multo cum fenore preſent. 


wn. a Yo In TY. 


"**Fhe Epiltle Pedicawry, - OM 
on ff others; that good we had the happs: Grandes , " 
| neſs.to enjoy ſo long; and yet too ſhort 4 ,,,;2900 -. 
£1008. : non p re rim ; 


nents Et in 
7dſo conatu- 
a Am C0 oſcions FO my ſelf of the great ne vires 


aiſproportion betwixt my performance axd ſa ſuce 
| her merit,for which my Apolopy is that of prone 
| St. Jerome , weak parts cannot ſuſtain magis 
! preat matters , Fc. Tea this is a Fate pb, 
] muſt have inevitably attended whoever tanto magis 
' had been her Orator in ſome degree. hen %itin-. ,. 
| 7 may ſay as truly of her as Greg.. Naz. _ 
| of his Gorgonia,her Prudence and Pie- rum verhis . 2X 
ty no man living was able to ſet forth; inlet > - 
with proportionable language. And 13. 
azzin, It 15 excecding difficult to reach © 
theexcellencies of herVirtues either by ..-- 6 
deed or word, by imitation orencomi- +43 
um.- nd though very many might have WM 
praiſed her more floridly . 20Re could | 7 
have repreſented her more truly , no mo 
mar living havins known her ſo lang. 414 


, Jo intimately as my ſelf. 


Apxd my weakneſs and plainneſs may 


attain this double advantay e. 


Firſt , Render the Narration WS; : a we Y 
credible  _ 
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=” 2 mie credible, which if it had been dreſſed np 
” 1. PHball the ornaments of: which *twas £4: | 
Ga videan- pable , would have looked in this Ape , 
F* to : F ; | > 
gi a Pore like 2 Romance thax az Hiſtory. 
Perner; 


S Secondly, 7t will better ſuit with the 
Agted ip» Original'it copies, for as is ſaidof Sue- 

ws: 1292e5  tonus, he wrote the lives of the Roman 
_ abbetamus ee andy 9; 
teg/eaſers Ceſar5, with the ſame liberty they led 
_ = them. So Thave writ this excellent Ladies 
cinpmnite. Zife, with the * ſame undiſguiſed ſimpli- 
ravgnan nt City with which ſhe lived it. 424 though 
fn never any man had 4 more condeſcend- 
_ dandanfujs 1g, conſtant, ſincere Friend, than' ſhe 
 Cepamus laſ torurhſafed to be to me, yet is not the teſt i- 

exuo un- ;* | | | 
quay orna- #20179 1efS true, becauſe of 's Friend ; but 
tw delefHata the mbre erupulouſly exact for fear of 


Lo #Nz. geſecrating'ſo ſacred 4 name, ad of: 


fending the Genius of her, who above all 
things hated falſhood. | 


"Tam not the firſt, nor ſhall be the laſt, 
whom thoſe (whoſe charity 0#d good. opi- 
nin zs rot only ſo wile as to begin at 
home; but alſo ſo kind as to dwell azd 
end there too) will deſpiſe or pity,and blefi 
themſelves in the conceit, of what mighty 
matters they could have done ; if this. Prg- 
Yince had fallex to heir Thare.  7t "w_ 

& 


| 


IN be ? im ins, how fnch ſorrows as 


= {mine juſtly are, word have blunted the * von oor- 
\. Vedge of their keener Eloquenee ;" and ,;," 
how unmeet « Theme ſo calamitons 4 lofS oſtmdrudi, 
'e eHh Fo, 0000) © engents ans 
1s, 07 which to (hew onr wit * —_— 
F But tet fuch, fox me, «joy thesr hu- 

+ Imours, Uſay no more leſt 1 awake them, 

1 land ſo deprive them of their pleaſant 
s | 


dream, 


For my ſelf, 7 have endeavoured, toi 
» [approve my Conſcience to God + Hic 
> | murus aheneus efto. 42d 7 hope 3 muy 
- appeal zo your Honourable Atteſtationz 

+ IC whoſe Teſtimony mill . be without p 2 ON 
Ee | and beyond exception) in moſt things 7,” Got 


:  Fuam | 
Ft written of Your, My, Our 72c0m#- nam; et" it 
] 211797 001 verms bee 


/ parable Friend. and; hp 
| WOE. 
Aud [doubt not but all who kaew-her Wier.t9.16, 
| Ladyſhip zhorowly, will be able tofay as - 
. |zhe Poor people are reported to have faid © © 
: | after the Funeral Sermon of another *e” ,..q, Lt 
' | minent Ornament of this Country. veer. 


They con!d have {aid a great acal mpre 
of” Her, thaz the Miniſter did * 4 the 
hearing of which-our good Lady was mich 
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ly 
bout the dead body of Dorcas ; ſhewing | 1 
vt the Coats and Garments ſhe made for | * 
Ads. 5:39. them , whilſt ſhe was with them, | © 
being the moſt unexceptionthle witneſſes. 


I confeſi it ſeems both decent" ard | © 
neceſſary to ſuggeſt ſome Arguments of 
Comfort to them whom 7 know to be op- [a] 
preſt with ſo bitter and diſtreſſing a 101s. S/ 
And the. undertaking would not (in one th 
reſpett at leaſt) be altogether unſuitable to | *? 
2 ſelf; Becauſe, Great is that Cordial | 7* 

Xegws which is adminiſtred by thoſe who are | 1”/ 
fe +4" partakers'of the ſame ſorrows... And [$4 
——-quodoiilis their Authority is greateſt in comfort- | 
E- Ae - ing the calamitous, who bear a-deep 
"I 7 ſunt por ſhare in the ſame calamity, as one of | 
0s + the Ancients hath well [atd. i 
= -: + 20 | 
tate w- Give me leave therefore, much ho-| _, 
E Ju 0 noumed Madam, Sir , beſides what you Wa 
9 31:cOM- © "gs 4 w f 
Irdls ca. HH meet. with in the following diſcourſego | 
b: <> ;-+5 ag | remind you of that great Panpharmacon. fro 
> 249... 16.15 the: Lord who hath done it, #hat | - 
© WiſdomandGoodnels which commits x0 
Errors, but doth all things well-apd wile- Je 


7 


f 
Fi; 
Fd 


{have loſt ſuch an one, but give thanks 
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done. 


© nd as to her, She hath finiſhed her 

courſe triumphantly, and ſhe hath ob- 

tained the Crown : She reſts from her 
labours, and her works do follow her. 

She is landed in ſafe harbour, got off 

the rough Seas of ſins and ſorrows. She 

is taken from the evil to come, and ſball 

neither feel nor 1ce mhat our ſins may 

juſtly make us fear. She would not be a- Non mant- 
gain with us as well as ſhe loved us,/ct us 7 2994. OY 
Jong and haſten to be with Her : Fe ſinus id | 
have uſed to account her happineſs our own, &ratias a- "oY 
therefore her bleſſednels cannot make wh 8 


miſerable. mus imoba= © 
Z ”"_— : Dio - 
enim. wi- -- = oY 
She is zot loſt, but gone. before ;' and vant ene © 
She could not be where She is, nor enjoy * quis 8 
wet She doth ; without being parted a4 pomies E 
from us,till we can overtake Her. min, infgs. 
; lie Mit" 


Jerom,. We mourn not becauſe we ar DENT 


that we had ſuch an one, yea 'haveſuch-+* © 3 
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anone: for all ſuch live #0 God, ang. 
whatever returns to the Lord, is to be 
accounted in the munber of the Faf : 
mily. IT 
5 I 
But T7 muſt reprefi my ſelf, refleiting® 
how needleſs it is to caſt in my Mite intd® 
ſuch full Treaſuries. * 


q 


7 am conſcious to my ſelf but of ang 

offence , which may make me apprehendal© 
your Frown : HYhich is, my adventuring a, 
#0 inſert without your leave or knowledge ly 
{ome ſhort touches of that Noble -Stock|®! 
% which her Lady{hip was ſo conſpicuous ſe 
4nd eminenta branch. 9) 


>, 
% i hs 
a? 
FY 


WE But as T have the Example of many 
fine; Firs Ancients, ad almoſt all Moderns, who|, 
Yum ut ma* write on ſuch occaſions ; ſo would it have 
Nu lay, em © great Hiatus and indecent dehi-| 
dendus ef, CIency to ber Story, to have been wholly 
NES * {ilent i it. And 7 have been ſo conciſe V® 
renter + 4124 CAUtions , 20t to offend the humble 
#:4x-84/»- modeſty of thoſe who yet ſurvive. 


ſum per £74. FL : = 
dus ſermo peroeniat 5 qn0 Vie Auitts paternisgue virtutibus zUlytrior þ 
fat; of non degenerefſea bonis ipſe wideature HieL.ge Nipotia- 
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That when thelaws of Order and Me- 
| thod have obtained the allowance Juſtice 
may demand ; your pwey 27 

... | will 7 hope, (at leaſt for her. ſake) ſupply 
Frm what ſhall be farther needful. of $56 


tint / 
nels. 


onel Thoſe few of her Zadyſhips'pious and 
| excellent Papers, which are inſerted in the 
ring diſcourſe, or ſubjoyned to it ; (as they juſt 
dge ly may, lo 7 hope they) will grve Ornament 
ock| #24 Luſtre to it, in the Fudgnient of all 
0s ſerious Chriſtians: As richer Trimmings 


of Gold and Silk uſe to ao to Garments 
made of courſer Materials, 


ako "4 ſhall uot enlarge Oar thoubile by 
we being umportune in begging your Patro- 7 
ef. [age : 7s Natural 79 all to defend their 
olty [wn 3. and ſurely beſides the many Titles 
You had to me before, | 


| Nowby your Exec ſhikii nas fo) 
7571 0 'Y JOY EXECUELOTINI O0# DaVE 
"M1 4 Indefealable Right zo = , For no- 


thing 


Mike fo beck bor 12H enti- 
tles you, was more tir rs, ard con” 
| ſequently your Honours, than | 


Much and Truly Honoured 
+ Madam, Sir, 


Your Honours 


—— 


Moſt Humbly Devoted 
*Y and Faithful Obedient | 


Servant 


Authony talker, 


D, 
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Prov. 2I: 29, 3o, 3. 
Many daughters have done 


virtuouſly, but thou excet- 
leſt them all. 4 
Favouris deceitful, and beau- 
ty is win, bit a woman 
that feareth the Lord , ſhe 
ſhall be praiſed. 
G1ve her of the fruit of her own 
bands, tet ber own works 
praiſe ord inthe gates. 


Solomon propounds in. .--: 
the tenth Verſe of this 
Chapter, Hho can find 
4 UIYFUONS woman ? I | 
cond have anſwered with. an rape & 


Hat hard queſtion which DE: 


Azginer 2! INOLE 7 4ptHYORS and quick 4 a id EL3 
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trick, than that of ch 100e "A In fie 
had ſoly'd the poſing Problem had 
not her ſudden loſs {ſurpriſed _ over- | & 
ballanced the joy of finding her, and | +: 
funk it into a gulf of inexpreſfible | j« 
grief, which might juſtly ſtrike me | 
dumb with aſtoniſhing amazement, in- | 
E ._ to the deepeſt ſilence, as S. Ferome | g 
E-- 425g " tells his Pauls and Enſtochinm, it hap- | « 
$ pened to himſelf, upon the unexpetted | , 
death of the holy Blefilla. 
And this might excuſe our meaſu- | 
Ting, and wearing out, this folemn ſad- | 1 
de hour, not by fliding Sands, but as | þ 
_ they uſed of old, by diſtilling drops of | « 
= Fater,* our bittereſt and pet Tears, | 
nin) & | 
vp, or rather, if our Blood can circutate | 6 
. Ws | and flow im {ucha conſternation, and | þ 
© be not chilled and ſtagnant, witk fi 
Streams of that, both from our Veins \ 
and Hearts. But though the Laws of 
| Nature might indulge ſuch gratifying, | 
© ber 9 - of qQur paſſions, as we are Men, the | g 
Aaron held Law of Grace will not allow it, as we | 5 
4 " As peace: 4re Chriſtians ; to whom a ſulten {i- | {; 
"9 Tence is as much forbidden as a fubmiſ- | « 
Tive holding of ourpeace is charged on | | 
us. - 14 
ns # ' For we muſt not ſorrow, as Met | x: 


vichout hope, jor them who or” fo 'F 
$43 


h I; "Woman | 4* "i 
Withour any. heſitatice , we I 


Jeſus, B 4 


t | may he... 448 {he doth, who lived {o 
- | entirely to him; and it would be tog 
1 | rank a ſelkſhnefs, and unkind a Sacri- 
- | lege,torob her, butin our wiſhes, of the 


enjoyment of God, and the inheritance 
of Saints 1n Light, that we might as 
gain enjoy her kind ,- obliging, holy col. r.thh 
converſation,in this vale of Baniſhment 

and Darknefs. 

If therefore, ſhe being dead , yet 

- | ſpeaketh, as doubtleſs ſhe doth,. and; 

” | will do to all thathad the honour and #%13-44 
* | happineſs to kifow her, either to our | 
© | comfort or conviftion; let me force: 
> | apaſſagethroughmy obſtinateand Ki 
peyieg ſorrows , and partly be 


4 


\Vv 


ICT Eccho, partly Tepr elent her in. ef- vE 

* | fee, that by this innocent and uſeful 

, way, ſhe whois gone to live with Go: .: - . » - 

| i Heaven, may, ſtill live with us om 4 7 
Farth, in our grateful remembrance 8 


of her virtuous perfections, un our ſeri- 
ous praQtice of her wile and holy coun-+ 
| fels, and in a ready imitation of her. 
| exemplary Piety. 

- But becauſe the moſt uſual and al 
fulmethodof inftructing, is, by giving 
| zules- firſt, and then illuſtrating thoſe/ 
| rules wich appoſite and fit examples,/ 


" 
SY 


The Virtuous TVontal = 4 
which prove them praCtieable , and | 
poſſible atleaſt, if not eafie "Iſo to: be | 
obſerved, 1 ſhall purſue” that order, | 
and give youthe 7c and meaſure,from | 
the wife of Men in his Generation, | 
and the ex:mple trom the beſt of Wo- ; 
men in her own; the firſt trom the Pen | 

of the Royal Preacher. the ſecond | 
from the Hearſe of a noble Lady, both ' 
Epithetes which carry grandeur in 
their lound;and may awaken, yea,com- 
mand attention. 

The whole Chapter contains a Dia- 
logue betwixt Barhſheba and her Son. } » 
Solomon, under the well diſguiſed name | 
of Zeruel, wherein {he, after her ican- | 

'S  'dalous fal ( to ſhew the mighty pow- | 

B-, er of Divine Grace and ſincere Repen- | | 

i tance) now conſecrated to be a Pro- | 

E  *ThePro-Phetels, * by a divine aflatus, inftrutts | | 

= weary 1; 22d catechiſes him in things of greateſt | 

Mother &3fertance, and neareft concernment, 

aught  whuch' the performs with a ſtrong Pa- 

m 7, and moſt winning inſinuation, 
and! hath the honour tohave her PrFu- 
dent, holy counſels recorded in the 'Sa- 

X " cred Cao. And thisfills up the nine {| 

= firſt Verſes, and from thence he reci-: Þ# 

E- procates, and in a lofty ſtrain appro* Þ 

ES-4- u6ſw andapplauds in MOTNEE: 4 | 

bE-- : Thi s | 
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The Virtuons  Hotran. 


id | _ This latter part preſents us. with the 
De | 7con and Character of an excellent agd 

| Heroick Woman, which is:laid down 
in two and twenty Verſes, according 
to the number, and in-the order of the 
Letters of the Hebrew Alphabet;ev 
Letter in due ſequence, beginning a fd 
veral Verſe, to intimate there's ſome- : 
what ſignal init, - which-is compoſed ” Ne Mor 
n | with ſo muchart, aswe, find many 'o- 115. 
- | ther eminent Portions pf the Holy £721. 


and divers 


Scriptures are. peru 
- Some Interpreters allegorize' theſe 
1 | words, and make the Virtuous Wor: 
-man the Figure of the true Church. 
- | Others refer them to the Holy and- e- 
- | ver Bleſted Virgin-Mother. -.. Ochers 
- | ſuppoſe them to deſcribe an holy: and 
- | devout Soul, that conſecrates it {elf- e- 
> | tirelyto God in the practice of all di- 
| yineand truly ennobling Virtues. - Q- 
thers will have them tobe, by a Rroſa- 
popeia, the Idea of Spiritual Wildom, 
and Heroical Virtue-in the. Abſtragh. 
But the moſt, and I think the beſt Ex- 
Politoxs, effeem them: the Icon, 'Jdea, 
- &haxacter and Picture of a truly Hiſe, 

1 T9 Rei: #0us,, Godly, Gracious Womans 
"drawn by the: Holy Ghoſts own Penetl, - 
fe hand: of the moſt exquiſite Mas; 
fterrand Artiſt, Solomon, B.3 - Bs 


LY 


UMI 


"The Virtuous Woman. 
He begins with an inqueſt after her, | 


—_ can find a virtuous Woman? im-| ; 
POnEs ſhe's a rare creature, and hard- | 
found, but to encourage your ſearch, | 


be aflures you, ſhe's worth looking for, | 


her valve being ineftimable, for her 


"Price is far above Pearls and Rubies, | 


| 


and all Precious Stoxes. And then de- | | 


Tends to draw” her Pourtraifture and | 
Beauty, with comely and due propor- 
tions, with bright and orient colours, 
and ſets her in the moſt advantageous 
Light, ineighteen Verſes. © And final- 


ly crowns her 'with this Wreath of | 


Laurels ,* with this golden Coronet, | 
with this Diadem of coftly Jewels, 
: which make my preſent Text. 

 \Many daughters have done wirtuouſly, 


wr thou excelleſt them all. 


- Favonr is deceitful, and beanty is vain, 
"he the woman which feareth the Lord, 
(he ſha ll be praiſed, + - 

" Give her of the fruit of her hands: 


tet her owns warks praife her inthe gates, 


The wars are a Royal Garland, ſet 
on the Temples of the Virtuous W o- 
man, by the hands of. Solomon and God. - 


.-E may not give the ſcent of every ſingle 
Flower, the ſenſe of every ſeveralword. 


Such = 


ner, 1 
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Such ſolemn trifling would look like 


falſome Pedantry, and ill become the 


mournful gravity of this occaſion. 
The mixed and compound fragrancy 
reſulting from the whole, wreathed and 


| bound up together, is this; 7hat ſolid 


and true praiſe is only and ſuperlatively 
aue to the ſincerely, godly, and gracious wo- 
man, who may claim it by the fruits 
her virtue hath been pregnant with: or 
Goodneſs in o00d earneſt, ſubſtantial Re- 
ligion which hath fruitful hands, deſerves, 
and ſhall obtain, an honourable teſtimony 
both of God and Mex. 

But as. too minute a nicenels 15 un- 


manly, and obraids the Auditory, ſo 


too general a procedure is confuſed 
and cloudy, aGs the Dictator, and ar- 
bitrarfly impoſeth both on Text and 
Hearers, rather than deduceth fairly, 
and convinceth clearly : I ſhall there- 
fore uſe that method which 1s free 
from both extremes, taking for grant- 
ed what is obvious, and rendring ſo,by 
additional Light, the reſt which needs 
it, | 
-T may call this Text the Porch ta 
the Temple of Honour, and it hath 
two Doors, one to {hut out the bold 
latruders, and falſe Pretenders : rhe 
=.» other 


OY 


The FVirtuous Homap, 
. other 'to admit the true and rightful 
| claimers. Plainly it ſhews ; 
L. Negatively , who doth not de- 
ſerve 
Poſitively, who doth delerve true 
I 
I. Negatively, no Women delerves 
true praile. 
1. For Pavonr. 
2. For beanty. | 
2. Poſitively , eyery Woman de- 
ſerves true praiſe. 
1. ho feareth the Zord. 
2. HPhois fruitful izz 900d works. 


bed ai. aan 


Firſt, per remotionem, negatively, 
becauſe the Gates of this Temple are 
thronged with Worſhippers , - and 
Praiſe hath many Candidates and Vo- | 
raries, and many run for this prize, bug | 
only. one obtains it. Ifhall briefly ſhew | 
how .Solomon.,thruſts back, and ſhuts | 
the Door againſt, nonſuits the Plea of 
moſt Pretenders, under two. inſtances, 
of Favour and Beauty, and by parity of 
reaſon ſhocks the bold confidence of 
all others, who can ſhew no better 
Charter for their claim: as if he ug 
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but Favour 1s falſe, deceitful, a the. 
And Beauty is a vaniſhing, a fading, 
fleeting thing; therefore all the praiſe 
ou affe&t, or can obtain by theſe, is 
like the Seed from whence it ſprings: 
falſe and deceiving, periſhing and voz, 
and ſhe who lows ſuch wiz4,may expeC&t 
nothing but a crop of /Vhirlwind, a HoſcB. 1: 
blaſting and a cold return. Vide Cords 
By Favour is meant a comely pre- * 74:4 
ſence, a graceful deportment, a win- 4 
ning carriage, decent geſture, hand- 
ſome motions, a ready wit, and good 
expreſſion, and a decorous converlati- 
on, made up of all theſe and ſuch -like 
Ingredients, which is moſt taking,and 
renders Women deſirable and accepta- 
ble, and procures Favour 1n the Eyes Rs 


By Beauty he underſtands a_goodly «.-: 5 
proportion of members, a juſt- Sym 2-3 
metry, and duefituation of-parts with >» 
the fit mixtute of the Roſe and Lilly, Palit”; 3 
the belt Varnuh of a clear well c0+ do ef Gy 
loured skin, and whateyer- elſe com- {enjepan 0 A 
poſes an harmonious Air. - Or, if you dn, 1 
pleaſe, Beauty, whether natural or ar- Phage! 
tificial, whether the mixture of Blootþ7\=8 wy | 
and Flegm ſhining throu gha good skin, pul ne” per, 
4 3: $i oſtom dehnes it 2 OT Ceruls NN a 
and $.cvas 
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and Vermilion daubed on, to hide a bad 


one : whether a Gift wherewith God '} 


hath bleſſed them , or a Theft for 
which God will blaſt them ; whether 
the Benefit of the Author of Nature, 
or the Artifice of him who delights to 
2 va and deſtroy his Workman: 
iP. 
Both theſe are vain and inconſtant, 
falſe and deceitful, adventitions, or ex- 
ternal, the beſt no effect of our choice, 
asevery thing muſt be which is praiſe. 
worthy. 

The worſt proceeding from a cor- 
rupt and ſinful will, therefore blame- 
worthy, and reproachable, not CXcu- 

—  - fable, much leſs commendable. Not 
Moiger oo Aone-proof, nor tenable againſt the firſt 
_brizum, aſſaults of age or ſickneſs, nor dare be 
* G.Niz, Jooked upon by Wind or Sun. 
£9145 And not only empty, vain, and de- 
ſtitute of good ; but fallacious and de- 
ceiving, and full of evils, ſnares and 
bands, and nets, and great temptati- 
|  Faftas cup ONS. Firit, tothe Women themſelves, 
bþ  polchris, ” who have thim, or who'make them 
i + a too often rendring them proud, dif 
- forman.. - dainful , wanton, laſcivious, deſpiſers 
ES. .of others, waſters of their time, Ido- 
LZErS of their own reflections ina _ 
A! W An 
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and careleſs, or afraid to behold the 


image of their impurer Souls in the 
Cryſtal of God's Law, and moreafraid 


of being ſick, or dying, than of a thoy- 
{and Sins or Hells. F; 
Secondly, deceiving and deſtroying 


ſilly Men, through whoſe Livers; * the * 7ro2.s. 


feats of Luſt, thoſe. mortal Darts do #3: 


ſtrike, which an inyifible Bow ſhoots 
from their wanton Glances, and be- 
witehing Smiles and Arts. 

And by parity of reaſon, the. like 
may be ſaid of all the other periſhing, 
empty, lying vanities: honours, rich- 
es, ſtrength, the wiſdom of the fleſh, 
and learning meerly. humane, which 
are but adventitious Goods at beſt, and 
{ſeldom make Men better, often worſe. 


Hhat (hall T fay, ſhall T praiſe you for - 


theſe? T praiſe you not: nor will:G 


them; : {5 ' 
Nay, I muſt rather drive ſuch falſe 


Hucſters for true- praiſe, out of tlie . 


Temple of laſting Honour, with ſuch 
a Scourge as the Prophet Zeremiah 
long ſince prepared for thatpurpole ; 


nor the witty woman inher wit. 
not the ſtroug man glory in his ſtrengths: 


nor 


"a 1 + 


oM 


ever praiſe you , . or reward you 'for 


-Let not the: wiſe man glory in wiſdom: 7s 
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ty. ' Let not the rich man glory in his 
riches: nor the ' fine woman glory in 
her dreſs. Let not the honourable 
Man glory in his Honour, nor the 
courted Miſtreſs glory in her Favour. 
Let not the learned Man glory 1n his 
being. Natures Secretary ; nor the 
wanton woman in being skilled 1n the 
depths-of Satan. But let him andher 
that would glory, and not be aſhamed, 
or glory in their ſhame, glory in this that 
they kaow the Tord, and love and fear 
him in ſincerity and truth. Which 
brings me to. the poſitive part, and 1s 
the foundation which Solomon lays , 


-whereon to build a Pyramid of laſting 


.Fame: 
- Pulchyith- | 


b. = £x1- 
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Not the raiteſal, | but the gVACHOUS 
woman, not {he who glories in hex face, 
but ſhe who like the ing's Daughter is 
all * glorious within, even the woman 


that feareth the Loyd ſbe ſhall be” prai- 


In which poſitive part we have the 
good Womans Charadter, and Crown. 
1. Her Charadter, which hath two 


. parts, for the new.creature-alfo: con- | 
liſts of Soul and Body, an inſide, and 
an-outligde. 


nor the fair woman glory 1n her Beau- 


L. $he 
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' 7. She fears the Lord, there's the 


Soul of her Virtue, the root of the 
matter within ground, Grace in the 


Heart. 
2. She hath fruitful bands, there's 


the Body of her Virtue , the good 
Tree aboye ground , works in her 
lite. 


2. Her Crown, Praiſe and Renown. 


Which 1s, 


Pe FOR to her: She ſhall be . 


praiſed. 

2. Commanded for her: Give her of 
the fruit of her hands, let her own works 
praiſe her inthe gates. 

3. Performed concerning her : 7how 


excelleſt them all. 


As briefly as may be concerning: 
theſe Particulars : and firſt let us view 
both Pazes on which her Charadter is 
W m_— 

. A woman that feareth the Zone 
thati 1s, who 1s {incerely religious, gogd 
in good carneſt. Nothing 1s more-fre- 
quent or obvious in Seripturethanſuch 
Srechdoches, as put oneeminent Grate 
forall the Chain of Graces. - So ſome- 
mes; the Dove of God: ſometimes, 
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The Virtnous IWVoman. 
Fear of God is put for being trulyre- 
ligious, or is made the Periphrafis of 
a godly Man. As in that ignal pro- 
mile x the New- Covenant, Fer. 32. 
38,39, 40. They ſhallbe my people, and 
Twill be their God, and Twill give them 
one heart., and one way, that they may 
ear me for ever, for the good of them, 
and their Children after chem. Aud I 
will make an everlaſting covenant with 
them , that. I will not turn away from 
them to do them good, and 1 will put my 
fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not 
depart from me. Job I.I. 7here was a 
man in the land of Uz, whoſe name was 
Fob, and that man was perfett and up- 
right, one that feared God, and eſchew- 
edevil: fowverſ. 8. Haſt hou conſidered 
my ſervant Fob, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an up- 
#i2 ht man, one that feareth God, and e- 

ſeheweth evil. verl, g. Doth Fob fear God 
for nought > Fccl. 12: 13. Fear God, 
and keep his Commandments, that is - 
the whole of Man : P/al. x 5. 4. He ho- 
noureth them that fear the Lord ; 
where the godiy Man is under this De- 
nomination of one that feareth the Zord, 
oppoſed to the wicked, called there a 


vile perſon, 'Tisallo an infallible = 


A i and Ce a - 


0 PEE 


The Virtwous Woman. 
of the preſence of all other Graces, in 
the exerciſe of which true Godlineſs 
confifts ; tor as the Zaw is copulative, 
ſo are the Graces by which we obey it, 
and as where the Soul is diſcovering it 
ſelf by one vital aft, all its faculties 
and powers are; ſo where the Spirit of 
God is working one Grace in truth , 
the Spirit of all Grace is, forthe Spirit 
can no more be without its Graces, than 
the Soul without its Facultzes : yea, the 
fear of God contains all Graces in it, 
therefore when Abraham offered up his 
Son {ſaac, which was -a mighty at 


'T$ 


of Faithand Zove : God ſaith, Now / 


know thou feareſt me, Gen. 22.12. And 
as "tis ſo frequent, it would be exdlef 
to cite all, ſo *tis fo obvious, *tis need- 
leſs to cite more. 

2. The other Page hath this Inſcripti- 
on, Fruitful hands ; the gaod Woman 
is like Dorcas full of 200d works. 

1. Hands, two Hands to hold. the 
two Tables of the Law, as Moſes came 
down from the Mount with - the two 
Tables in his 'two hazds, in each 44#4 
one, neither empty nor idle. _; + > ©: 


Dent. 9.15; 


4 


The firſt in the Right Hand, there's | Re 


Religion towards God. The fecond 
'Taþle in the Left. Hand, there's Righ# 
ir S SY: | ; teoulpels 
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teouſnels and. Charity towards Mein; 
.. 2. Theſe Hands bear £777, good 
works ſpring , and grow naturally, 
freely, ſeaſonably, eaſily, maturely as 
fruits froma prolihque Tree, planted 
in a-good ſoil, and by the Waters ſide, 
as the godly Man is deſcribed in the 
firſt Pſalm : called Fairs of Righteoul- 
nels ,” Fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 5. 
where S. Paul hath a ſignal 4ntitheſis 
betwixt Graces and Yes, calling the 
firſt Fruits, the other /Yorks; the 
#HLorks of the Fleſh : verſ. 1g. There's 
ſervile drudgery in - them : Fruits of 
the Spirit : Pl 22. There's a fpiritu- 
al eaſineſs in the production of them 
by the new Nature. 
-.--3:. Theyare £7ru#ts, in the plural, for 
variety of kinds, for number in every 
(Kind. Firſt, various acts of Devotion, 
Prayers, Prayſes, Readiag, Hear- 
7g, Meditation, Conference , Prepa- 
2 Time, Communicating, and all theſe re- 
= >... Iterated, the Morning, and the Evening 
*__ -» Sacrifice, the weekly Sabbaths, ſolemn 
Faſts and Feſtivals, ſecret; private, pub- 
lick Devotions, Morning, Evening, and 


E 24.119, Noon day : yea, at Midnight, ſeven 
bo «110, >. - : w” 2.207 

3 Th timesa day ; yea, in a ſober ſenſe, all 
| Thedaylong, nay; allday, andall night 
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The FVirtuous Homan, 
$00, as it is teſtified of Annaz Luk.2. 
37. That (he departed not from the Tem- 
ple z but ſerved God with. faſting and 
prayers night and day. - Pray without 


ceaſing , continuing inſtant in prayer z 


os 7: GT". 


giving thanks continually, and in a 
things.. " *. F” ut 

And the Zef# Hand, though it grow 
on another 2m, draws Sapand Vir- 
tue from the ſame Zree and Root, to 


make it frunful in variety and multi= 


tude of Atts of Zuſtice and Charts 


1. Of Fuſtice , thinking, {peaking 


noevil ofany Man, butdealing honeſt 


ly with all. Men, Superiors, Equals, 
Inferiours, in all zatural, moral, civil 
Actions, in all concernments of Boay, 


a s © 


Goods and Name, wronging no Man, 


defrauding no Man, but doing fo other's Aas.. 
they would others ſhould do to them ; and. 


obſerving this rule conſtantly,' and in 
all occaſions and occurrences, and ſo 
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15 The Pirtnous Woman. 
them who are eaſt down under any 
temptation, and this not once or twice, 

Eccl.12: 6. or to oe or two, but fowing this ſeed 

| m the orazng, and not withholding 
in the Zvenins, givins this portion to 

1 ſeven, and alſo to eight, caſiins Bread | 
upon the waters, yea, ſcattering by all wa- 
ters, This briefly of the good Wo- | 
mans character. | 

2. HerCrown, Praiſe: Praiſe is the 
ſhadow which attends the Body of 
Virtue. The Zccho which ſounds an 
honorary Teſtimony. 

1. Fromthe Coz/cierces of all Men, 
even thoſe who will not practiſe it | 
themielves, cannot but approve it and 
applauds it in them that do ; f there be 
any virtue , " if there he any praiſe, 
the Zpoſite of the Gentiles, nay , 
the Cozſciences of the very Gen- 

Se Zudice tiles hath annexed them fo clofe toge- 

Nemo ROCETIS 

"/-5y, CNET, they cannot be parted: for as no 

; vicious and guilty perſon can be abſol- 

ved, though he were to be his own | | 

| Tudge:' fo no virtuous perſon can be | ; 

Rom2, condemned, though to be judged by | ; 
his Enemies. Z7hat law written inthe 
heart cannot but approve the Tran- 
ſcript, and Counter-part,and Copy of it 
{lf where erc it mects it. 
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2. From the: 17onths of all good 
Men, and thoſe eſpecially who have 
found and felt its beneficial _ 
Beloved, thou doft faithfully whatever 
thou doft to the Brethren, and to Siran» 3.1% 544 
gers, which have born wimeh of thy 
Charity betore the Church: S. Paul e- 
ven boaſted of the = zeal of 
them of £haia, and God was glorified , . th 
tor rheir /iber:l diſtribution to all Men, 13. 
And of the Ch»rches of 17acedomia he 2 Cor.S. 3 
bears record, 7hat to their power, yea, 
and beyond their power they were willing 
of themſelves. 7he Loyns of the poor 7,141.40; 
bleſſed Fol who were w armed by the fleece 
of his Sheep : Het children riſe up and 
call her ble {fe 2, for the care of their ten- 
der and pious education, and her huf- 
band for her chaſte converſation and - 
faithful induſtry, of which he is not 
only a witneſs, but reaps the benefit 
of it, and for thoſe he praiſcth her. Py 
}. From the whole Chorus of the 
Heavenly Hierarchy , the Angels Foy 
in Heaven, 15 the mt ft landitive accla- 
2. _ to her Virtues. | 
From Got and Chi riſt, WW hoſe: 
a Well dow? , good uy "faithful 


fervants, whoſe, Come ye the ſfed of my 


Eater, whoſe teftimony, 7was hwagry; math, 268 
C 3 and 
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/.rved in Heaven : Rivers of pleaſure, 
fulneſs of joy, an eternal Kingdom, and 
everlaſting life. And in the Letter ,, 


RoMs2e 28, 


eumciſed in heart and ſpirit, that is a 
Chriſtian within, his praz/e ſhall be of 
God, and he is approved indeed whom 


The Firtnons Homan. 
and ye fed me ;, naked, and ye cloathed 
me ; is the higheſt praiſe imaginable, or 
poſſible. 

Now this praike is firſt promiſed , 
She ſhall be praiſed : God leaves us not 
without encouragements to make us 
g00d. Promiſes and Threats, Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, are the great 
inftruments of Government, both with, 
God andMen; and all Rewards include 
Praiſe,and are the ſent, yet the /oudeſt 
commendations. | 
A Crown. of Righteouſneſs,. and 
Life, is: provided, and fore-promiſed, 
to- them that fight the good Fight , 
that keep the Faith, thar are faithful 
unto death., Great and precious pro- 
miles, that God will recerve 1s,.. be Our 
Father and onr God, to provoke us to: 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, and perfeit holineſs in the fear 
of God. An Inheritance izcorruptible,, - 
ndefiled, and that fadethr ot away, Ye- 


a _ 4 


the higheſt praile, for he that is cir- 


God 
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| God commenadeth ; and we have God's P/11-264 
word for it, that the righteous [ball be 
| n everlaſting remembrance. | 
EY 2. 'Tis commanded and given in 
6 charge concerning her to others. Give 
| ber of the frnit of her hands ; let her 
| works praiſe her in the Gates, Tet 
them be ſpoken of and mentioned to 
her honour in the Aſſemblies of the 
great Men, and in the cencourſe of 
the people, which uſe to be moſt fre: 
1 quent in the Gates ; God glves not 6n- + 
ly /eave, but charge ; and 'tis not only 
af an allowable courteſie, but a jult deb? 
7 and tribute due to virtuous perions , 
to declare and celebrate their famous 
Acts. ' 'Tis an Apoſtolical precept to 
the Philippians concerning Epaphroai- 
jus, who for the work of Chriſt was 
near unto death ; hold him, and not 
him only, but ſuch as he, 7x reput ation. Phil.z. 2g 
4 Yea, our Lord himſelf concerning Ma- 
ry, who anointed him, and wroughta - 
; good work upon him: Predicends Þr 4- Mit.25, 
cepit, Ferily, T ſay unto you, whereſoe-."* 
4 ver this Goſbel ſhall be preached in the 
whole world, there ſhall alſo this that 
this woman hath done be told, for a memo- 
rial of her. And God will have the 
Virtues and the Victories of his Saints 
Bn C 3 recorded 
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- recorded, 'iFO provoke OuV FRET PIT of 


them, cn exceurage our weakneſs to- war 
0gatnſe Vice, faith S. Gregory. 

. It's 'performed- concerning her , 
thou excelleft them all ; we ſhould la- 
bour to excel in Duty. Seek that you 
may excel, , hat do you more than 0- 
thers.? See that ye choung more and 
_ fo. r#n, out-run others, that ye 

may obtain:;- and praile {hall be” ProPor- 
tionable: 7 hou excellef} them all. We | 
find fuch Encomiums frequent 1 in SC | 
pture. | Thus of Hezekiahy 2 King.18, | 
5. He 'traſtedin. the Lord Godof 1[rael, 
ow after him was none like him of all 
the {Ns off I[racl, mor. AR) that was be- 
fore him; thas.is, for ſtrength of Faith. 
$0. of Foſueh, 2: £172. 2 45.'256« And like 
unto hin there was mo king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 


\winand with all” bis foul, and jvith all bis 


might, according, to the 7.aw of Moſes; 
either after bim aroſe any like him. % 


\ God's teftimony: of Z9b, Job 1.'8. is, 
o, Va Aut there WAS:7201 4 WOT; like him ia all 


the earth,” - -So.S: Panl teſtifies of Tims- 
thy, Nik 2.20. 7 have 20 man like 


minaed, who will neturs ly Care for Four 


Thus 


The Virtuons Woman. 


Thus have I lightly ſhaken the-prin- 
Cipal Branches of this goodly Tree: 
and ihe Tipe aad pleaſant Fruit which 
is falica from them all, I ſhall pickup 
and {crve 1. : ONE Diſh. 7o be ſracerely 
relio ious, fo be a V2 ORs, gracious, god 
fy 1 POOB418 4s the hieheft accc aplifhment, 
ang acferves the greateſt praiſe :' nay, 
"tis che moſt honourable teſtimony can 
be.given to any, to ſay of herin truth, 


IinNewas godly, aid feared the Lord. 


There ſtems tobe a great agreement 
and 1; tenſe betwixt the hundred and 
forty fourth Pſalm, in point. of bapph- 
zeſt, and this Chapter in matter 
Duty ; and Praiſe reſulting from it. 
And therefore. the tranſcribing; thoſe 
words, may give much light and ill 
ſrration-to what lies before us. David 
therefore to ſhew, poprulim que facuunt 
bentrorem, That will CAS a people 
happy, provecc eds -thas, v.19; Thit 


OUY ſons 7iy ve as plants grown up 1nt 


ther 't/ youth, th, NA —_ ers AY beus 


corner ſtones, poliſhed after the ſimili- 
tude of a palace, Verl.13.- That our 
garmers may be fill, affording all manner 
of ſtore, that our Sheep may brins forth 
Fhoufanas and ter thouſands in -out 
"8 C 4 | Streets, 


The Firtuous Homan. 


Streets. Verl. 14. That our 6xey may 
be ftrong*ta labonr , that there be no 
breaking in, nor going out, that there be 
20 complaining in our Streets, Verl.15. 
Happy is that people that is in ſuch a caſe. 
Every one will be ready to acknow- 
ledge and admire the happineſs of ſuch 
'a People. | But faith David, Tl tell 
you who are infinitely and more truly 
happy, yea, who are only fo indeed; 
yea, happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord. So Solomon in this Chapter, to 
deſcribe the Woman who deſerveth 
praiſe, ſhe that is ſo good a wife, that 
the heart of her Husband doth ſafely truſt 
in her, that will do him good, and not 
evil atl the days of his life, that is a 
Crown to him, and renders him ho- 
nourable ix the gates. She that is ſo 
good an Fouſwife, that ſhe worketh wil- 
linzly with her hands, ſtays at home, ri- 
feth early, is induſtrious,” planteth, pur- 
chaſeth,” increaſeth her eſtate, ſhe that is 
{2 good a Mother, as "to educate her 
children well, and ſo good a Miſtreſf as 
to provide moſs, carefully for all her ſer- 
warts, that they are ſq far from wanting 
cloaths, that their Liveries are Scarlet, 
She 7hat is ſa good-a Neighbour that 
the treats the rich, and reljeves the 
iv i k 1Ys ; vs ; POOP 
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The Virtuous Woman. 25 3 
poor and needy, and obliges all by the $-* nn 
Lo of kindneſs in her tongue, ſweets c,qr ton 
ning all by kindeſt words, and kinder © 
. | looks. This Woman certainly de- 

» | ſerves to be admired; yea, is almoſt a- 

- | dored as a zerreſtrial GoddefS. But 

1 Þ-/ after all this, ſaith So/omr, yet ſhew 

| | I you a moreexcellent way to obtain 

7 || true and laſting praiſe; the godly 

| Woman, the Woman that feareth the 

| LZord, ſhe, ſhe deſerves to be praiſed a- 

> | boveallothers. PETE 

| | Moſt Men and Women aft<tt to be 

7 praiſed, but *tis for the moſt part for 

* | vain and deceitful things, which de- 

| ſerveno praile at all; and if they at- 

| tain any, 'tis 2 poor and empty praiſe 

| which may ſound and make a noile in 

the world, amongſt the fooliſh heard, 

but fgnifies little with wiſe Men, and 

 , nothing at all with God, who deſigns 
Glory and Hopour for none but thoſe 

who ſeek it by patient continuance ins 

well doing, aud working good, ROM. 2. 

7, 10. Butto fear the Zoxd, that is, to 

be godly, this deſerves praiſe indeed. 

A truth Io evident, and clear by its own 

light, *tis hard to add any thing to it 

tor proof or illuſtration, to make 1t 
clearer, nature hath printed it in our 


hearts, 


Y 


26 
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hearts, and the zew nature in a ſecond! | | 
and fairer edition, as a common prin- | 


ciple. And firit notions are indemon- 


ſtrable. 

To praiſe is to bear witneſs, or give 
an honourable teſtimony, of 'a Man or 
Womans having luch a Virtue, Grace, 
Perfection, Excellency i in them, and 
the very acknowledging and teſtifying 
that they have them, 1s a praiſing of 
them highly : as As 11,24. Barna- 
bas is abundantly praiſed, in that teſti- 
mony that he was 4 good .,ar, f: 


the Holy Ghoſt, and of faith, without | 


adding other encomiaſtick Words. 
So when God himſelf vouchſafes to 
write Zob's Panegyrick, Zob 1. 1. he 
calls him his ſervant, 4a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and 
eſcheweth evil. And S. Paul expreſly 
{aith, that God gave teſtimony to Da- 
vid, when he faid of him, 7 have 


| found Dawid a 43 after mine own heart, 


who ſhall fulfil zwy will, For as weſay 
for reproach, call a man ungrateful, 
and you can ſay no worſe, you have 
f1gmatized him: with the 


brand. - So for Praiſe, 'call. a Woman 
Godly, you need ſay no more, there's 
praiſe enough in that.  :So.that if: you 

confing 
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The Virtuous FYoman, 
confine me ſtritly, I muſt Rick in-the 
Center, and draw no lines: from: it, 
a- | burtall will return upon ir ſelf, and.be 
' the ph, never fo tull, it will ſcttle 
| upon its own Baie: I may ay awd, 
but not 4p!;15, none can be commend- 
| &d highlyer, than to have this Cha- 
racte cr imprelt, they fear the Lord... 
Again if I ſhould, compare .the fear 
of the Lord with other things to, give it 
| its due preference, or. let my ſelt. looſe 
into an enumeration, of its cauſes,  pro- 
perties , effets , Hgns , 'conſequents, 
t | advantages, and unleaſonably COM 
. | mon- place upon it, I ſhould lanch into 
» | an Ocean, in which I ſhould loſe my 
2 | {elf and your patience, and deſpair to 
z | kenn a ſhore 1 in more than an hours fail- 
1 | 


ing : I ſhall therefore confine my ſelf, 
| or rather willingly ſubmit tos be con- 
- | fined by the ſtraits of time, to .very 
> | narrow mealures, which ſhall be theſe 
| two: 0 
| --;x5, Tojpointin neneral at the.objes 
W of Pruiſe, and ſhew what intereſt Ke- 
| 4zagon or the Hear of God hath in 
them. 

To ſhew. what uſually acquires 
coi to men, in reference- to Goa, 


theis 7 Nez hbours and themſelves, and 
declare 


vs 


The Virtuous Homan. 


declare how being ſincerely religious, | 
will intitle us to ir on thoſe Ac- | 


counts. 


tr. As to the ObjeQts of true Praiſe. 
* The firſt and grand object of Praiſe | 


is God, and the divine perfeitions , 
which is ſo evident through all the 


Scriptures , and to the light of Rea- 
{on, that T'll not waſte time to prove | 
it ; and conſequently , what is next to | 


them, and likeſt to them, 1s the zexx, 


and firſt in the order of the ſecondary | 
objeits of Praiſe. Now that is the 1- | 


mage of God reflected and imprinted 
on the Soul of Man ; and this, Religi- 
on and the Fear of: God produceth : 
Eph. 4.24. The new man is created after 
God's image in righteouſnefi and true ho- 
linefi: And Coleſf 2. Io. The new man 
zs renewed in knowledge after the image 
of him that created him. | 
And they that ſincerely embrace 
rhe great and precious promiſes of the 


Goſpel, are thereby made partakers of 


the divine nature: AGod-like temper 
and difpofition. For Godlinefi is God- 
likeneſs. Therefore 'tis enjoyned in 
luch language, Be ye holy, for 7 am ho- 


hy: or, as / am holy, faith the Lord: 


1 Pet, 
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The Virtuous Homan: 
x Pet. 1. 16, and Zut. 6. 36. Be ye 


merciful as your Father is — . 

t- and be ye perfeit as your heavenly 

| ther is perfett , Matth. 5. 48. a 

| therefore that approach ſo near the 

: | moſt praiſe-worthy objett , delerye 
| great praiſe. 


2. The object of Praiſe is ſome 2x- 


| cellext good, it muſt be good, or it de- 
ſerves Teproach ; but it muſt be alſo 
| excellent, or no notice 1s taken of it. 
| Now the fear of God is excellent, Plal. 


Ig. The Saints are the excellext of 


| the earth Pſal. I 6. 3. The righteous 
| is more excellent than his Nei igpbour, 


Prov. 12. 26. s /Viſdom excelleth folly, 


as tight called fwd. Eeclel. 2.13. 
| And the things of God's law, wherein 
| 200d men exerciſe themſelves, are ſaid to 


þ © more excellent, Rom. 2. 18, The 


godly therefore are to be praiſed, for 


they are excellent. 


3. It muſt be a choſen good, for it 
would be no prayſe for any Man ( if 
that were poſſible) to be good without, 
or againſt his will. /F 7 do this thing 
willinaly I have areward: 1 Cor. g. 17. 


Now this good woman e/»ſerh. ws 
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The Pi irtuois ' Woman. 
hath choſen the good part; Luk. 10. 42; 


{ And ſo did our honourable Mary, if þ 
ever any ) and it 15. implyed in the re- | 
proach caſtupon Sinners : Prov. 1. 29. | 


That they did not thuſe the fear of the 
Zord: that the Saints do chuſe it: 


Plal. II9. 30. T have choſer the way of | 


truth, thy judgments have T laid before 
2e: and verſ. 137. 7 have choſen thy 
precepts. Iſa. 56. 4 The ennuchs 

which chuſe the things which pleaſe 
»me. And it's the high Commencation 
of Moſes, Heb. 11. 25, 26. That he 
choſe to ſuffer affliction with the people of 
Cod, rather than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
27 for a feaſon , and eſteemed the re- 
proach of Chr rift ereater riches tha the 


treaſures of Fgypt. 


. It muſt he ſome permanent and 
abiding 200d, not fading, not /ke the 
morning cloud and early dew ; now the 


Bſal. 19. g. fear of the Zord endureth for ever : and 


where it is in truth it will both Conti- 
me and grow. The riphteo:s is ar ever- 
Laſt ting + La iti0n Prov. Io. 2 Jo The 
good part they chuſe ſhall not be taken a- 
ay. 

They repent not of their repentance, 
and Chrift hath prayed that their faith 


fail not, They 
« | 


WON PIO TROTTER 


The Virtuous Foman. | 5x 
They go from ſlrength to ſtrength 

till they appear before God perfett 

in Zion, and bring forth more fruit 

in their age. | 
The path way of the juſt is as the ſhi- Pov.ge 18+ 


nins lizht: which ſhineth more unto the 


perfect day. 


2. I ſhall confider the object of 
Praiſe. more ſpecially, and what men 
are eſteemed to merit praiſe tor, with 
reſpect to God, their Aeighbours and 
themſelves. | 


1. Men are praiſcd for their well 
pertorming of their duty to God, as 
good ſervants. 


2, Fortheir Bexeficexce to men in all 
relations, as uſeful, juſt, kind, chari- 
table amongſt and towards all men. 

3. For their wi/dom to themſelves, 
as being prudent, diſcreet, and wile in 
their own concerns. 

Now Relirion, the Fear of the Lord, 
is productive of all theſe inan eminent 
degree; and therefore are they greatly 
to be praiſed 1n whom 1t is, 


x, This 


I2, 
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I. This fear will make good ſervants 


to Goa, This is a principal part of a | 
ſervants duty : Mal: 1.6. F/& F þ be 4 b 
Mafter where is my fear ? Now this | 


fear is the root of univerſal obedience : 
he that fears God will not, dare not of- 
tend him : Fear God and keep his Com- 


mandments, this is the whole duty of 


2143 :  Ecclel. 12. 13. Only fear the 
Lord, and ſervehim ; it you tear him, 
you will not fail to ferve him. //hat 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
fear him, and. to ſerve the Zord thy God 
with all thy heart and ſoul: ſerve the 
Zord with fear, Plal. 2. Zet us have 
grace whereby we may ſerve God accepta- 
bly with reverence and godly fear : Heb. 
12.28, Yea, the fear of God will help 
to clean from all filthineſs both of fleſh 
and ſpirit, and to perfect holinels : 
2 Cor. 7.1. So that if it be praiſe-wor- 
thy to be a dutiful child and obedient ſer- 
vant to God, as certainly nothing de- 
lerves it better; the woman that fear- 
eth the Zord hath a juſt claim to Praz/e, 


2. The fear of the Zerd will make 
fruitful in all good officesto our Neigh- 
bour, humble and obedient to Superi- 
ours, careful of, and tender to Inferi- 


Ours, 


Cs i 5 
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-otirs, juſt and kind to all, and muni- 


ficent and. liberal to thoſe that are in 
want. This good woman 1n the Text, 
who feareth the Lord in her heart, had 
fruitful hands; and works of her own to 
praiſe her inthe gates. 

 *Tis the excellency of Religion to 
make good in all relations. Good Ma- 


?iftrates, *tis the firſt qualification of 


| Zethro's Juſtice: Able men that fear 


God : Exod. 18. 21. | 
So Nehemiah of himfelt, eh. s. 15. 


The former Governours which were be- 


| fore me, had been chargeable to the peo- 
| ple, and had taken of them bread, and 
| wine, ard forty ſhekels of ſulver, yea, 
| even their ſervants had rule over the peo- 
| ple, but ſo did not 7 becauſe of the fear 
| of God, and good Subjects : Fear thou 
| the Lord, and the King; Prov. 24.21, 
| Fear God, and hononr the (ing : 1 Pet. 
| 2.17. One will enforcethe other, and 
| will make /ubjec# for conſcience ſake :' 


| Rom. 13.5. 


It will make loving and good Huſ- 
bayds,- and it will make good and obed;: 
eat Htves, hike Sarah ; tor holy women 
who truſt in God are in ſubjection to their 


own husbands: 1 Pet. 3. And this made 
this Virtuous Woman io excellent ax: 
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The FVirtuous Woman. 
Wife. - It: will make good Family-Go- 
vernours ;. who wall walk iz their houſe 
with a perfect heart, and will neither 
provoke” their Children, nor deny 
what's equal to their ſervants, whilſt 
they remember themſelves have a a- 
ther, and a Mafter in heaven; Col. 4. 
x. It will make dutiful children, and 


faithful flervamts. Servants obey 1 alt | 


things your Mafters according to the fleſh, 
aot with eye-fervice, as men pleaſers, but 
in finolenefs "of heart, fearing God: 
Col. 3. 22. In a word, it will make 
honeſt and righteous in our whole con- 
verſation : S. Peter puts together {7s 
Lo. 35. Fearins God andworking righ- 
teonſacfs. 

It renders allo charitable and bounti- 
{al to. them 1n- need ; this good Wo- 
man, ver. 20. Stretcheth oat her hands 
to the poor, yea, ſhe reacheth out her 
hands to the needy. The good man is e- 
wer merciful, and lendeth ; yea, liberal, 
aud orveath, 

Cornelins is deſcribed, Mts ro. x. 
A devout man that feared God , and 
gave much alms to the people 5 and S. 
Fames tells us, that true Religion and 
andefiled is to viſit the fatherlefſ, and 
nyapws' in their. affliction , that is to re- 
Hiege them, 90 
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The Firtuous Foman. 

So that if to be good in all relations, 
and to be- a Benetactor and common 
pood to mankind, deſerves. praiſe, the 


fear of God deſerves it, which makes 
men ſuch. 


Thirdly and laſtly, the ſear of the 
Lord will make a man wiſe for himſelf, 
todo himſelf good : And men will praiſe 
thee when thow doſt well to thy ſelf; Pſal. 
49. x8. And nothing i is more praile- 
worthy in 92's account, than to be 
wiſe, nor in the account-of God, than 
tobe wiſe to ſalvation. Now the fear 
of the Lord not only makes wiſe, but is 
wiſdom it ſelf. 

The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, 
and to depart from evil ts underſtanding : 
Job 28.-28. 

Hiſdom and Godlineff are {ytiony- 
mous words in the Holy Ghoſt's Lan- 
uage, the wife man is the oe: man, 
; wiſe virgins, Matth. 2.5.) and the, 
wicked man the fool. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wiſdom: the 
head, the chief of wiſdom ; 4 good un- 
derſtanding have all they that keep his 
commandments. The praiſe of every 
one of them who do (> oiverh fore &- 

per ; Plale 11 1.4. 
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The" Virtuons Woman. 


ment, let me theretore take advantage 


from the deſire of fame and praiſe, | 


which nature hath planted in us 
all. 


7. To reprove the blindneſs and fol- 
ly of Men who will notſee, or ſeeing, 
not purſue the only true and fate, 
and ſure method of attaining it, by la- 
bouring to be: ſozzaly and ſincerely 204- 
ty, but 'build upon the ſand, that hol- 
low, ſinking ground, which will not 
bear this triumphal Arch, this Royal 
Pillar; their natural, fortuitous, ac- 
quired accompliſhments, their ſtrength, 
beauty, riches , honour , fleſhly wiſdom, 
all which are 'periſhing and vain, falſe 
and deceiving, and will crown them at 
laft but with fading flowers, and. wi- 
thering garlands, with the praiſe of 
fooliſh men, like themſelves; never 
with that praiſe which comes from: 
God : for the Lord taketh ns pleaſure in 
the legs of a man, n0r in the face of a 
Toman : in the ſtrength of the one, 
nor in the beauty of the other ; but the 


I am loth, notwithſtanding the 1 
ſtraits of time, to diſmiſs this great | 
truth without ſome ſhort improve- 


ane, tied act - 


Lord | 
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Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear 

him, and hope in his mercy. I be- 
ſeech you therefore, and adjure you 
by all the obligations of duty to God, 
and w:/4om for your 1elves, devote 
your ſelves to the fear of God entirely. 
Reſolve to be 290d iz very good earneſt ; 
to be Chriſtians indeed, and Chriſtans 
within, circumciſed in heart and ſpirit, 
that your praiſe may be of God, and not 
of men: and ſound in the faith, that 
itmay be found to praiſe, and honour, 
and glory, at the appearance of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


And to encourage you, lift up your 
eyes , beſtow one ſteddy, wiſhful 
glance upon the goodly fruit, with 
which this tree of lite is loaden, of 


BE, dt act ie. 
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Rom 2. 28, 


I Pet. I: 7. 


which, whoever eats ſhall never die, 


- butlive for ever. 


1- All your fins ſhall be pardozed, 
you ſhall have peace with God, with 


+ conſcience, and With all the creatures ; 
'” acceptance of your perſons, and of all 


your lervices. 


2. You ſhall be freed from the pow- 


er, the filth, and the deceirfuluef of fin, 
D 3 the 
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the vaſſalage of Satan, the ſting of | 
death, and from the pit, and fear of | 
Hell. 3” 4 : ? 

3. Your Souls ſhall be repaired to 
their original perfections and excellen- | 


cies in the Image of God, and partici- 
pation of the Divine Lite. 


4 You ſhall be 7n2r2cd into Chriſt, 


 adoptedinto the Family of God, made 


temples of the Holy Ghoſt, with all the 
Bleſſings which arc conſequent on 


theſe. 
; You {hall be herrs of all the pro- 
_ if | 


; Yea, znberit all things :- have all - | 
your wants ſupplied, all juſt defires 
ilatisfied, all conditions ſanQlfied, all 
providences bleſled, to promote your 
everlaſting good. | 


Laſtly, you ſhall be crowned with 
the unwithering Laurels of true, and 
of eternal prazſes, by Men, by Angels, 
and by Chriſt, and God; and when 
you aze in nature, begin to live in glory; 
go to God and fee his face, and be for 
ever with him, in whoſe, preſence is ful- 
eſs of joy, and at whoſe "right hand” are 


pleaſures for ever more. . And 
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And' for further quickening and 
ſtrengthning you againſt the difficul- 
ties which may ſcem to meet you, and 
co obſtruct you in this excellent way. 
Let me ſet before you the examples of 
the Saints of God, who, though men 
of like paſſions with your ſelves, in- 
wardly clogged with the ſame corrupt 
and {intul nature , outwardly beſet 
with the like or ſame temptations, caſt 
oft the weight which hung upon them, 
broke through -the difficulties which 


did encompaſs them, and ran the race 


which- was ſet before them, and 
through faith and patience: obtained , 
and now inherit the promiles, and that. 
ſure reward , that Diadem of Joy, 
and Praiſe,” which God hath provided, 


and Chriſt Bath purchaſed for, and 


promiſed to them that /ove and fear 
him, and wait for his appearance, Re*x 
flect-on all the Worthies of the Old 
Feftament, and New, the holy Pat7rt- 
archs, Prophets and Apeſtles, the noble 


Army of Martyrs, all the primitive. 


Chriſtians, whoſe names are recorded 
in the Church's Story, all the devout 
men and women of ſucceeding ages 3 
and follow that Clond of JYirneſſes, as 


Lſtael followed. that Pillar of Cloud and 
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The Virtwous Homan, 
Fire, through the wilderneſs till they 


arriv'd at Canaan. 


And that you may not doubt, or | 


fear that God's Arm is ſhortened , 
or his hand grown weak, his Bowels 


ftraitned, or the aids of Vibe Grace leſs | 
powerful, '/a ficient, yea, exuberant than | 


they were of old. 

Let me ſet before you an auſrions, 
an Heroick, a recent inſtance, treſhin 
your memories, known to you all, a 
Preſident, as much beyond exception, 
as example, which may {ilence all your 
cavils of difficu!ty, and much more of 


rmpoſi wility, 


1 mean the zhrice honourable, and 
truly noble, the moſt excellent and incom- 
parable ' Lady, the facred Shrine of 
whoſe yenerable Herſe we are now 
drenching with the juſt tribute of our 
floods-of tears, and ſtrewing with the 
Iweeteſt Flowers of Applauſe and Ad- 
miration , though they as much too 
Fw, as theſe too pale and faint for 
tuch an offering. 

She was a /Yoman, of the feebler 
Sex, 4 ſinful daughter of firſt ſinning, 
Eve, a rich woman, and how hardly cax 
pe! be faved? That had as much buſic. 
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The Virtuous Homan. * 4t 


y | xzf to divert her, and as much plenty *%- 
| ro entertain her, as much beamty to 

T | tempt her, and as much favorr to in- 

» | tangle her, as any of you, and lived 

s | intheſame atheiſtical, degenerate age 

$ | with your ſelves, wherein ſincere and 

1 | ſerious Religion is made the greateſt | 

” Ridicule, eſteemed the moſt unmodiſh Ke 

* and unfaſhionable thing, 3 

7 And yetinthe midſt of all theſe dif. 

| advantages, I may without Hyperbole 

| invite you, as the Cryer us'd to call 

' Spectators to the ſecular Plays: Come 

| ſeethole Shews, Qnas memo mortalium 

| widit, wel wiſurnus eſt, Come ſee, come 

| hear ſuch an example of Heroick Virtue, 

| of Gemerons Piety, of ſincere, humble, 

unaffected, ſerious, fruitful Religion, as in 

; all reſpects this age hath not produced, 

as hath had rare, it any Prefidents to 

| follow, and will I fear be followed by 

| te, or none, but with long diſtant 1n- 

| tervals. 

* An hundred Mouths and a thouſand $; wy fre 

| Tongues, though they all lowed with, "tun lin- 
| etfar, would be too few to praiſe her. *'* foes 
b 7 - or a7ue Cor 
k Ofora Chry/oſzorz's Mouth, for an 47-tum. 

g1's Tongue to deſcribe this terreſtrial: 
Seraphim ; or a ray of /ight condens'd: 

into a pexcil, and made zaFile to give 
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you this glorious ch/4 of light 1n vive 
Effwre. 


But what great . Maſters can ipre- | 
ſent. . 1m ainatnre'? b 
hand epiromize fo great'a foul', and | 
draw her in /:t7/e( on fo few remaining | 
Sands) who had: nothing. /itrle, no- | 
thing mean, but a /ittle. efteem of her Þ 
. own perfect10ns, and being mean in her | 


Own. eyes. 


For ſhe was truly excellent, and 
great in. all reſpects :' great in the ho- | 
nour of her B:rth, being born a Zaay, | 
and' a. /irtuoſa both, Seventh Daugh- | 
ter of. that eminently Honourable R-- | 
chard, the Firſt Earl of Cork, who be- | 
10g born-ia private ' Gextleman., and | 
younger Brother | of .a younger Bro- | 


ther,tonaotherHeritage than is expre! 


{dinthe:Device and Morro, which'his | 


humble: Gratitude inlorabed on all the 
Palaces: he built, 


| God's Providence, me Inheritancs. 


By that Providence, and his- diligent 
and. wiſe Z1duſtry, Taifed' ſuch ani Fb- 
nour and-Eftare, and left fuch'a Fay, 
as -never.> any \Subje&:of theſe ''thites 


_ Kingdoms did, and-chatc with fo ut- 


ſpotted 


what $killfi 


| on. 
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* ſpotted a reputation of integrity, that 


the moſt 7nvidious ſcrutiny could find 
no blot, though it winnowed all the 
methods of his Riling moſt ſeverely, 
which our good Lady hath often told 
me with great content and / fatisfaCti- 


This Noble Lord by his prudent 


! and pious Conſort, no leſs; an Orna- 
ment and Honour to their Deſcendants 
{ than himſclf, was blefled with.five Sons, 


of which he lived to ſee four Lords,and 
Peers of the Kingdom of /re/axd,. 
And a Fifth, more thanthete Titles 


| ſpeak, 1 Sovereign and Peerleſs, in a 


larger Province, that of univerſal na- 
ture, ſubdued, and made obſequious 
to his inquiſitive mind. 

And eight Daughters. 


And that you may remark how all 


things were extraordinary in this great 


Perſonage : it will, I hope, be neither 
unpleaſant, nor impertinent, to add a 
ſhort Story , I had'from our Lady's 
pwn mouth. Ct RO 


Maſter Boyt ( who was then a Wids+ 


— 
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on Sir Feoffry Fenton, at that time aþ 
great Officer of State in the Kingdom 


of treland ; who being engaged in bu-| 
ſineſs, and not knowing who 1t was| 


who deſired to ſpeak with him, a while 
delayed him acceſs, which time he} 
ſpent pleaſantly with his young] 
Daughter in her Nurſes Arms. But || 
when Sir Feoffrey came, and ſawfſl 
whom he had made attend ſomewhat Þ 


long, he civilly excuſed it. But -Ma- 
ſter Boy! replyed, he had been very 


well entertained ,, and ſpent his time | 
much to his fatisfattiou, in courting | 
his Daughter, if he might obtain the | 
Honour to be accepted tor his Son-in- | 
law. At which Sir Feoffrey ſmiling, | 
( to hear one who had been formerly | 
married, move. for a Wite carried in | 
Arms, and under two years old ) asked | 


him, if he would ftay for her: to 
which he frankly anſwered him he 
would, and Sir Zeoffrey as generouſly 
promiſed him, he ſhould then have his 
tull conſent. And they both kept their 
words honourably. And by this vir- 
tuous Lady he had thirteen Children, 
ten of which he lived to ſee honourably 
married, and died a Grandfather by 
the youngeſt of them, 2 
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The Virtuous Homan, 


Nor did ſhe derive leſs horowr from 
the collateral, than the deſcending Line, 


* being Siſter by SouJand Genins, as well 
| as Blood to rhele great Perſonages , 
| whoſe /1uftrious, unſpotted, and-refplen- 
dent Honour, and Virtue, and whole 
| wſeful Learning, and accurate Pens may 


attone and expiate, as well as ſhame, 


| the ſcandalous Blemiſhes of a debauched, 
| and the many impertinencies of a icrib- 


I. Richard the truly Right Honour- 


| able, Zoyal, /Viſe, and YVirtuous Earl 
| of Burlizgton and Cork, whole life is 
| his faireſt, and moſt laudable Cha- 
| Tater. 


2. The Right Honourable Rover , 


| Earl of. Orery, that great Poet, great 
| States-man, great Soldier, and great 
| Frery-thing which merits the name of 


Great or Good. 

3. Francis, Lord Shannen: whoſe 
Pocket-Piſtol, as he itiles his Book, may 
make as wide Breaches in the Walls 


| of the Capital, as many Canons. 


4. And that Honourable, and well 
known name &. Boy!, Eſquire, . that 
profound Philoſopher, accompliſhed Hu- 
maniſt, and excelleut Divine, 1 had ab 


oft laid Z3-Bihop, as one hath > 
Sir 
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Sir H. Savit, whoſe Works alone may | 


make a Library. 


The Female Branches alſo ( if it be F 
lawful fo to call them. whoſe /7r:nes | 
were ſo maſculine, Souls knowing no | 
difference of Sex) by their Foronrs 
and Graces (by mutuak. reflections ) Þ 
Save, and received luftre, to, and from | 
: | 


TT. 


The Z#1/deff of which, the Lady 4+ ; 


lice, was married to the Lord Bara- F 


FROYE. 


Lord Digby of 7reland. 


The 7hird, the Lady Zetitia, tothe : 
eldeſt Son of the Lord Gorizz, who Þ 


died Earl of /Vorwich. | 

The Fonrth, the Lady Four, to the 
Farl of &7/dare, not only Primier Earl 
of /reland, but the. ancienteſt Honſe int 
Chriſtendom of that degree, the pre- 
lent Fart being the ſix and twentieth,or 
feven and twentieth of Lineal Deſcent: 
And, as Thave heard, it was that great 
Antiquary , King Charles the Firlt his 
obſervation., that the three anienteſt 
Famihes int Zzrope for Nobility, were 
the Peres m En2land, Earls of Oxford, 


ir 


UMI 


The Secozd, the Lady Sarah, to the 


* 
- 
5 in ; 
'f Is.» 
F oe: 


wc 


& kk = Nb ja A > wa © my 


RI—_— 


y | 


.' 3 x6 ins 0-4 May" 
RNee S151" as OY EL as 


b 
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of Kildare: and' Momorancy in France. 
"Tis obſervable, that the preſent young 
Earl of X7/dare 1s a mixture of the 
Blood of Fitz-Geralds and Peres. 

The #7/th, the Lady Katharine, who 


was married to the Lord Yicount Xare- 
| laugh, and Mother to the prefent gene- 


rous Earl of Razelangh, of which Fa- 
mily I could have added an eminent 
Remark, I meet with in Zuller's Wor- 
thies. 

This Zady's Charadter is lo ſignalized 
by her known Merit, among all Perſons 
of Honour ; that as I zeed not, {01 dare 
not attempt beyond this one word, 


| She was our Lady's Friend-Sifter. 


The Sixth, the Lady Dorothy Zof- 
FAS. | 
The Swvexth ( the number of Per- 


feQtion ) which ſhut up and crown'd 


"this noble Train, ( for the Eighth, the 


Lady Margaret died unmarried ) was 
our excellent Lady A7ary, married to 


| Charles Earl of /Yarwick : of whom, if 


hould uſe the Language of my Text, 
ſhould neither defpatr their pardon, 
nor fear the reproach of .rudeneſs : 


| Adfany Daughters, all his Danghgers ata 
virtuwouſly ; but thou—— 4 
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The Virtuous Woman, 
She was Great by her Marriage into 
the Noble Neighbouring Family ; 


which yet received acceſſion to its | 
Grandure, by-the luſtre of her Name | 
and Virtues. But ſhe needed neither F 


borrowed Shades, nor reflexive Lights, 
to {et her off, being perſonally great 1n 
all natural Endowments and Accom- 
pliſhments of Soul, and Body, Wiſdom, 
Beauty, Favour, Vi irtue. 

Great by her Tongue; for never 

Woman uſed one better, ſpeaking ſo 
gracefully , promptly ; diſcreetly, perti- 
. ently, bolily, that 1 have oft admired 
the edifying words that proceeded 
from her Mouth. 
 Greatby her Pez, as you may ( £x 
pede Hereulem ) diſcover by on little 
taſte of it, the world hath been happy 
in the haſty fruit of one or two inter- 
rupted hours after Supper, which ſhe 
Profefied to me with a little regret, 
when ſhe was ſurphſed with it's ſliding 
Into the world , without her know- 
ledge, or allowance, and wiely: beſide” 
her expectation. 

Great by being the greateſt Me ffrefs; 
and Promotref,, not to ſay the Foun- 
drefi, and Tnventrefs of a new Science=-» 


The he Art of obliging ; in which ſhe at- 
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tain'd that Sovereign PerfeCtion, that 
{he reigzed over all their hearts with 


{ whom ſhe did converſe. 


Great in her nobleneſs of Living , 


| and In her free and ſplendid Hoſpita- 


lity. - | 
Great in the unparalleFd ſincerity of 


Friendſhip ; and for thatlaw of kind- 


| neſs which dwelt in her Lips and 


Hearc. | 

Great in her dexterity of Manage» 
ment. 

Great in her quickneſs to apprehend 


| the difficulties of her Afairs, and 
| where the fref/ and pinch lay, to untie 


the Knot, and looſe and eaſe them. 
Great in the conqueſt of her felt, and 
maſtery of her paſſions, as I could 
give ſeveral pregnant inſtances, but. E- 
pecially in that of the death of her 


*#Jear and only Sons; wherein her beha- 


viour was ſo ſubmiſs, ſerene, and calm, 
I confeſs I cannot but judge it fcaree 
imitable, or attainable by any other, 
Great ina thouſand things belidesz 
twhich the world admires-as ſuch; -but 
I can be, and here profeſs my: felf her 
faithful witneſs, ſhe deſpiſed them all; 
and counted them bug 10S and dung 11.c0m.. 
| E parifort 
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arifos of the fear of God, and the ex-|| 
2 ks of the knowleage of Chrif Feſus 
our Lord, | Z 


The Subſtance of great Yolumes uſes | 
to be fummarily contraQted into Chx- | 
tents and Zitles. All T have ſaid is but F 
an imperfeQt Zzdex, to this great Folio Þ 
of Yoluminons Virtue, Youthat knew | 
her muſt have the Book before you, | 
turn over the /eaves of your own me- | 
mories, and read with pleaſure what | 
thoſe hizts refer you to. ; 


But I promiſed you to preſent her, | 
as an example of Solomor's Rule, let us |. 
therefore bring her, and the Zext toge- | 
ther, and never two were better met. | 
It ever this Scripture were fulfilled, *tis | 


this day fulfilled in your cars. 


- O thou Great, Heroick, Vovle, Blef- 
fed Soul, ( and bleſſed be that God, | 
and Grace _ that made thee ſuch ) 
Many daughters have done virtuouſly , 
but thou excelleſt them all, Though thou 
wantedft not Beauty, and didit exceed 
in Favour ; thou didſt neither prize 
them, nor catch at praiſes by them, 
but didft fear the Lord with all thy heart, 


and 
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The Virtwous Woman: 
a nd eſteemedſ# that thy anly praiſe and ho- 
nour. Thy hands were fruitful, and thy 
Zips too, and thy Fruits were manly, 
pleaſant, uſeful, ſeaſonable ; ripe , 


{weet, and fragrant: both to God and 
Man. 


Thou art now praiſing God, and we 
are praiſing thee: with the Sprigs of thoſe 
Lawrels will we crown thee which thy 
own hazds did plant, and eyes did wa- 
ter ; that God may be praiſed in thee, 
and for thee, and others drawn by holy 
emulation to tranſcribe thy Copy. I 
ſhall begin with that which always had 
the firſt place in her care, and heart, 
her Religion, and Piety, which in the 
language of my Text, is the fear of the 
Cord, And Imay, as 1s ſaid of Harna- 
#iah, Neh. 7. 2. truly atteſt, that ſhe 
feared the Lord above many; above moſt, 
not to lay above a//: that ſhe feared the 
Lord greatly, as is teſtified of Obad:an, 
t Ki. 18. }, Or as David calls him- 
ſelf Gods - ſervant devoted to his fear : 
Pſal. 1x9. 38. So might {he moſt 
truly. 


I ſhall give you an account of, 
8. Her £ztrance, or Beginning. 
SB 2. Prooreſs 
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2. Progreſs, or Growth. 

r. Pradtice,and: Exerciſe of Religi- 
on-as-to-her ſelf. | 

2. Of her Zeal, and holy Tzduſtry 
to promote it, and encourage it 11 0- 
thers. 


Firp, as to her beginning to be ſeri- 
onſly Religious, and to make it her bu- 
fineſs in good earneſt, though ſhe had 
good education, and had-been princr 
pled in the Grounds of Catechiſm in 
her youth : yet {he would confels ſhe 
under{tood nothing of the /ife and 
power of Religion upon her heart, had no 
{piritual ſenſe of ir, till ſome years at- 
ter jhe was married. She hath'told 
me allo with what prejudice and ſtrange 
apprehcnſions, as to matters of Rel7- 
79a, {he came into the Family in whiclk 
{he /ived and diced with ſo much Ho- 


nour , tor {he was almoſt frighted- 


with the diſadyantageous account was 
21ven of it ; but when {he came to ſee 
the regular performance of divine 
Worſhip, and hear the uſctul, editying, 
preaching of the moſt neceſlary, prectt- 
cal, and ſubſtantial truths, and obſerve 
the orger and good Government, and 
received encouragement from her 
| Right 
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Right Honourable Father-in-law, who 
had always an extraordinary value for 
her, and affection to her : her preju- 
dicewore off, and approbation followed. 
Which minds me of a compariſon , 
uſed by the Learned P. Martyr, which 
occalioned the Converſion of the Pious 
Galeacins Caracciolus. 

It a Man ſtanding at a great dt- 
ſtance {ce a Company dancing , | he 
wonders at their axtic> Geſtures, and 
ſeemingly ridiculous motions , and 


_ thinks them a company of mad men : 


but it he approaches nearer, and comes 
within the hearing of the {weet and 
harmonious Muſick, which guides and 
meaſures out thoſe motions, and ob- 


ſerves how regularly one anſwers to 


the other, he then admires them, ap- 
proves their decency and order, and 
deſires to dance with them. Soif a 
man take up the reports the world 
gives of ſerious Chriſtians , or ſees 
them at a diſtance buſily attending all 
the duties of their holy Calling and 
Profeſſion, he thinks of them as Feſtrs 
did of Pan!: that they are beſide theme 
ſelves, or mad: butit he acquaint him- 


{elf more throughly with them, an 


hears and underfands the Word of 
E 3 God, 
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God, whichis as it were the Muſick to 
which they dance, and takes notice 
how they meaſure all their motions 
by its melody, he ſees ſuch an agreeing 
and beautiful conformity betwixt 
them ; he cannot but approye it, and 
joyn with them. 


God made uſe of two more remote 
means of her Converſion, Afﬀiitions, 
and Retirement, the kind of the firſt, 
and the occaſion of the ſecozd need not 


here benamed. Only the divine Wiſ- 


dom and Grace 1s yery adorable, for a- 
dapting ſuitable means to bring his pur- 
poles to paſs: as theſe were in her cir- 
cumſtances, for ſhe wauld ſince ac- 
knowledge that her great difficulty 
and remora, was her love of the plea- 
{ures and vanities of the world, which 
ſhe neither knew how to reconcile 
with the ſtritnels of Religion, nor yet 
could be content to part with for that, 
whoſe {weets and better pleaſures, ſhe 
was not then "pp with : God 
therefore gradually weaned her, by 
rendring more infipid what had too 
much pleaſed her, and by giving her 
yacancy and freedam from diſtraction, 


to acquaint her {lf more throughly 


with 
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with the things of God. By which ſhe 
| was enabled to ſer to her ſeal to that 


teſtimony which God gives to ſpiritual 


Wiſdom, 7hat all her ways are pleaſant- 


zefs, and all her paths are peace : and to 
her Friends would frequently and free- 


; ly doit,afſuring them T hat ſhe had no 


caule to repent the change ſhe found, 


q of the ſolid and. ſatisfying pleaſures ſhe 
| obtained in Religion, for thoſe unquier, 
{ empty ones, ſhe left in ways of vanity : 


thereby encouraging them to #ry, not 
doubting, but. upon experience they 


* wouldbecome of the ſame mind. 


Two more immediate helps which 
God blefled to her, were the preaching 
of the Word / which God hath ordained 
for the falvation of them that believe : 
x Cor. 1..21. ) and Chriſtian Conference, 
and ( becauſe ſuch an hiatmay doo- 
thers good ) the prefling the neceſſity 
of ſpeedy and true repentance, and ſhew- 
ing the danger of procraſtination, and 
puttings off, and ſtifling preſent con- 
victions by delay : This ſeemed to turn 
the wavering, trembling balance , 
and to fix the icale of her reſolution. 


This is about nine and twenty years 
| E 4 {ince 
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fince, from which time (though be- 
fore ' her converſation was vicelels, 


ſweet, and inoffenſive, yet ſhe would | 
confeſs her mind was vain) {he wa/#'d | 


with God moſt cloſely, cireumipectly, Þ 
accurately. And 1 verily believe tew | 
(if any ) ever choſe 'the better part, | 


more relolutely than this our noble 
Mary, or devoted themlelyes more 
unreſervedly to God's love, and fear, 
and /ervice, learning to be good in very 
good earneſt, and to encreaſe, ad 


orow in grace, and in the knowledge of 


our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 


2. 7o promote this, like the wiſe 
man in the Goſpel, Mat. 7.24. She 
ang deep to lay her foundations 032 a rock. 
She. made a {ſtrict ſcrutiny into the 
ſtate of her Squl, and weighed the rea- 
ſons of her choice, in the balance of the 
Sanctuary. And with the other Buil- 
der in the Goſpel, ſate down and conſi- 
adered with her ſelf what it might coſt to 
finifh her ſpiritual edifice , and whether 


ſhe were furniſhed to defray that charge. 
- And alſo whether the grounds of her 


hope werefirm, and ſuchas would nat 
abuſe, and ſhame her, and her- eyi- 
dences for Heaven , {uch as would 
d o bear 
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bear the Teſt, and Scripture would 
approve. 


And this ſhe drew upat large, with 
her .own hand juadicionſly, ſoberly, mo- 
aeſtly, humbly, and about twenty years 
ſince did me the honour with greateſt 
lecrecy to read it to me, and obliged 
me with all freedom and faithfulnels to 
give her my judgment of it ; which I 
could not but do with much approba- 
tion. And this, Idoubt not, remains 
amonglt her many excellent Papers. 


Having thus put her hand to the 


# plough, ſhe looked not vack, but minded - 


Religion as her buſineſs indeed ; and 
never gave ſuſpicion of zriflizg in ſo fe- 
riqusa work. | 


3. Therefore for her pradizce of it, 
it was her great gelign to walk worthy of 
God in all well-pleaſiuz, to adorn her pro- 
feſſed ſubjeition to the Goſpel, by a con- 


ver{ation becoming it, and to ſhew forth 


his virtues and praiſes, who had called * 


ber to-his marvellous Light. 

Firſt then ſhe was circyraſpettly 
careful to abſtain from all appearance of 
evil; and in all doubtiul caſes bores 
734 : NCT 
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her rule to take the fureſt ſide ; for ſhe || co 
would ſay, I am ſure, 'twill do me no Þ w 
Þurt, to let them alone, Though 
therefore none were further from cen- | 
{uring others, or uſurping judgment Þ w 
over their liberties ; yet for her {elf ſhe Þ| Ja 
would never allow her felt the addition Þ 0: 
of artificial handſomneſs, (uſed nei- Þ a 
ther paint nor patch) and was pleaſed | 
with a ſaying of one of her ſpiritual } 
Friends, upon the reading the Book Þ t 
which apologizes for it: O Lord, 7 Þ a 
thank thee, that thou' gaveſt me ot wit | 
exough to write ſuch a Book, unteſſwithal | 
thou hadſt given me Grace enouoh not to | 1 
write if, Neither would ſhe play at a- | 
ny Games, becauſe beſide many other | 
- 1nconyeniences, fhe judged them great 
waſters of precious time : of which 
ſhe was always very thrifty, And 
though ſhe was known to be a woman 
of good underſtanding, yet were there 
three things which were too hard for 
her, and ſhe would confeſs ſhe could 
- not comprehend them. 


Firſt, How thoſe who profeſſed to 
believe an Eternal Eftate, and it's de- 
pendance upon the ſhort inch of time, 
gould complain of times lying as a dead 
| commodity 


k 
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commodity on their hands, which they 


E were troubled how to drive away. 


Secondly, how Chriſtians, who 


would ſeem devout at Church, could 
| laugh at others for being ſerious out 
| on't, and burleſque the very Bible, 
E and turn Religion into Ridicule. 


Thirdly, How knowing men could 


| take care of ſouls, and ſeldom come 
| amongſt them, never look after them. 


And though in the forenamed par- 
ticulars, ihe was content only to give 
example of forbearance : yet from the 
Play-houle, ſince the Stage hath taken 
ſogreat liberty, ſhe would openly de- 
hort her Friends with greateſt earneſt- 
neſs. 


She, very many years ſince, began 
to keep a Diary ; and conſulted two, 
whom ſhe uſed to call her Soul-Friends, 
and ever eſteemed ſuch her beſt 
Friends, concerning the beſt manner 
of performing it. This, at f/f, ſhe 
uled to perform every Evening ; but 
finding that inconvenient, by reaſon of 
her Zords long illneſs, which gave her 
: many 
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many inevitable diverſions and inter. 
ruptions at that ſeaſon, ſhe changed it 


into the quiet, filent morning, always | 
riſing early. And therein amongſt þ 
other things recorded the dayly frame F . 
of her own heart towards God, his ſi2-| 
nal providences to her elf, and fome- Þ 
times towards others, his gracious ma- | 
nifeſtations to her Soul, returns of pray- Þ 


er, temptations reſiſted, or prevailing, 


or whatever might be ulſcful for cation Þ 
or excouragement, afford her matter of | 


thankfulneſf or humiliation. And by 


this means ſhe had arrived at ſuch ex- | 
perience, that ſhe could conclude , at | 


leaſt make ſtrong conjectures of the e- 


vents of things ſhe ſpread before the | 


Lord in prayer, by the frame of ber ow: 
heart, in the pertormance of it, as 1 
could inſtance 1n particulars, it it werc 
convenient, 


She uled to call Prayer Hearts-eale, 
as ſhe often found it ; and though her 
modeſty was ſuch, and ſhe was ſo tar 
troma vain, affected oftentation of her 
gifts, I cannot name one perſon with 


whom The prayed, yet can I ſay {he i 


was as well mighty, and fervent in 
prayer, as conſtant and abundant in 5 
m4 for 


| for 
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| for ſhe fometimes uling her voice , 
hath been over-heard , ' and her ow» 
| Lord ( knowing her hours of prayer) 


| once conveyed a grave Miniſter into a 
. | Goren place, within hearing, whom, 
| if I ſhould name, 1 fuppoſe would not 
|| be denyed to be a competent Judge, 
| who much admired her humble ter- 
| vency ; for ſhe prayiae prayed, and 
| when ſhe uſed notan audible voice, her 
| fehs and groars would eccho fromher 
{ Cloſet at good diſtance. And the very 
* day before ſhe died, ſhe was ſhutup a- 


bove an hour, which ſhe ſpent in fer- 
vent, private prayer, notwithſtanding 
her incuſpolitron ; - and indeed prayer 
was her very element, in which ſhe /zved, 
and a&ually died ; and "twas as the vi- 
tal breath of her Soul, and the wing 
that wafted- it un .mediately to Hea- 
Yen. 


But if ſhe exceeded her ſelf in any 
thing; as much as, Jhe'excelled others 
im molt things, 'twas in zeditation: 
this was her 1after-piece ; for ſhe uſu- 
ally walked two hours day ly in the 
morning, to meditate. alone, in which 
divine art ſhe was an. accompliſhed 


Miſtrebs, both in {ct and occaſional, un a 
TIS, 
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the firſt chuſing ſome ſle& ſubje 
which ſhe would preſs upon her heart, 


with intenſeſt thoughts, till ſhe -hadſl 
drawn out all its juice and nouryh-| 
ment: and for the ſecond, like a ſpiri-Þ 
tual Bee, ſhe would ſuck Honey trom| 
all occurrences, whole Volumes of 


which {he hath left behind her. 


After this conſecratins of the day Þ 
with reading Scriptures , prayer, and | 
meditation: a {hort drefling time, and Þ 
ordering her domeſtick Afﬀairs, or | 
reading ſome good Book, ſpent the | 


remainder of the morning till Chappel- 


ſerver, af prayers, from which ſhe was never ab- 
ſent, and at which ſhe was ever reve- 


She was a ftrift obſerver of the Lords- 
4ay, which is truly called the Hedve 
and Ferxce of Religion,and though ſome 
pleaſe themſelves to call this Fudaizing, 
to excule the liberties they indulge 
themſelves: Iam ſure our Church hath 
injoyn'd us all to cry to God for mercy, 
for the breach of, and for grace toin- 
clins our hearts to keep, the fourth 
Conmundment, as well as any of the 
other 
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other zive: and *tis not hard to ob- 


ſerve that the ſtreams of Religion are 
deep, or ſhallow, according as thele 
Banks are kept up, or neglected. 


She was a very devout Communicant ; 
{cldom omitting to prepare her Soul 


with ſolemn faſting, to renew her cove-. 


zant with God. 

And in the act of receiving, I can- 
not think of her without refleCting on 
S. Stephen, when he ſaw the Heavens 0- 
pened, and Feſus ſtanding at God's right 
hand, and his face was as the face of an 
Angel. 


And to encourage others to ſuch ſc- 
71045 preparation to that Sacred Oradt- 


nance, as ſhe us'd before it: 1 ſhall 


ſhew what ſweet advantages ſhe reaped 


init, and by it. And this I {hall doby 
tranſcribing word for word out of her 
Diary, what I find written with her 
own hand, concerning one of the laſt 
Sacrament Days, ihe ever enjoyed. 
For the Sacrament which was appolnt- 
ed to have been adminittred in her-La- 
dy{hips Chappet upon Zaſter-day, was 
put off by reafon of her falling ill in 
Paſſion week. - | 
November 
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 Nouember, 25.. Sucrament- Day; 


S ſoon as I awaked; I bleſſed Þ ; 

«God. When I had read-in q 
* the /Yord,. the' Chapters of the Sut- I} * 
* ferings of my Bleſſed Saviour, I Þ| © 
* fpent-much time 1n meditating of : 
** his dy:zg love. By which thoughts | © 


** Ifound my heart much drawn out to | £* 

EE */ove him', and melted by his love: | * 

= ©thenwith greatand awful apprehen- ; 

=. -- <© ions of Godupon my heart, I wens- Þ * 

**to pray. In which duty my heart ; 

* was lifted up in the high praiſes of | * 

4.Goa, for both {piritnal and temporal | 

< merties' : 'and my affections were 

ge > © much drawn out in the duty, in }, 

E-3-,  * which my heart did follow exceeding } 
Ec: * hard after God for a nearer commu- 


- mon with him in' the Sacrament than 
**ever yet I had. I then renewed my 

| ; * covenant with God: and made pro- 
E-. * miſes, thatby his Grace enabling me; 
6 **-I would walk more cloſely with hint; 

_ Efor the time to.come. That which 

» ine{pecial manner I begged of God ag 
* this Saeramert was more-/ove to him, 
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'< world, and the Glories of it, that I 
< might be more «/efu/ to the Souls and 
« Bodies of my Fellow Chriſtians than 


.< formerly Thad been. 


© Thoſe mercies, which in efpecial 
** manner, I was grateful for, were, 
*©the Creation and Redemption of the 
* World, and for the Goſpel, and the 


«Covenant of Grace, and for corverte 


"ing Grace, and for # uſt ificat ion, and 


<for-ſome meaſure of Sarciification's 


£4 


Þ Ein uy dity, and ſhed a-very great” 
| F 


**and for ſo much Patzexce exerciſed 
*troward me, before my converſion”? 
*and in order toit, 2-bittering Crea+ 
* zure-comforts, that I might ſeek for 
"* comforts above: and for a ſanttified 
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as rlenry of tears init :. which when I 
* came from, Itound a longing defire to 
** partake of the Zord's Supper, and a 

« great joy that I was going to partake 
© it. Then 1 went to hear 
* the Text was, / am the way, the truth 


&© md the life , no man cometh to the Fa- | 


& ther, but by me. 


«I was attentive at that good "” I 


*©mon. And by what I heard of the 
© excellency of Chrif., had my heart 
*© much warmed with /ove to him. 

« Afterwards, at the co74//ioz2 before 
*the Szcramert, | found my heart in 2 
* more than uſual manner brokez for 
wa _ my ſins, which I bewailed with great 

* plenty of 7zears, and from my heart 

* judged, and loathed my lelf for them. 
* After 1 had wares f I found my 
M * Heart in an extraordinary Manner 

* warmed with love to God. And my 
* $0! did follow very hard after him, to 
* be made more holy, and for Grace to 
* ſerve him better than ever yet I had 
' done. I had very, /ively aftettions 

*in the daty; in which I] received 


*much joy, and had {weet communi- 


*f on With God 1n It. 


*« Aﬀter 1 had at the 7able of the 


© Zord givento the Poor, I came front 


« the 
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bc the Sacrament with my heart in a 
© veet, grateful, and Heavenly Frame, 
« and then in private bleſſed God, for 
« that bleſſed Feaſt, and begged ſtrength 
«to keep my promiles I had made to 
* God, of new obedience. 
Wo ns In the Afternoon I heard again 
**the ſame perſon, upon the ſame 
«7ext, 1 was in an attentive, ſerious, 
« frame at. that good Sermon. The 
*« Subject of which was to ſhew, that 
x: Chrif was the only way for poor perz- 
« tent ſinners to come unto the Fa-- 
«ther. 
*<I z:ditated upon the Sermons, and 
' prayed them over. And had allo 
«© zzeditations of the Foys of Heaven, 
«* with the thoughts of being for ever 
** freed from ſin, and of being ever with 
** rhe Lord, where I ſhould enjoy him 
'n his fulleſt love. 
*1 found my heart much revived, 
*and my S$c#/ did then make ſtrong 


_ & Sallies and Foreſſes after that bleſſed 


** Reſt. 
« After Family Duties were over, at 
* which 1 prayed with fervency, 1 


did before going to.Bed commit my 
{elf to God; 
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* O Zord, F do from my Sl bleſs 
© thee for this ſweet day, in which 
« thou wert pleaſed to vouchſate unto 
* e, thy moſt unworthy Servant, 
© more Soul-joy, than thou didſt give 
«me for a long time betore. 


She was a very ſerious and attentive 
hearer of the JYord, and conſtantly at- 
ter Sermon recollefed what ſhe heard, 
{ometimes by writing, always by think- 
7ng and callingat to mind,that ſhe might 
make it her own, and turn it into pra- 
Etice, not content to. be a forgetful, 
fruitleſs hearer only, but a doer, that ſhe 
might be bleſſed in her ded. 

And ſuch ſhe was for the external 
performances of Religiop. 

And though this was beantiful and 
lovely, yet her chief. glory was within, 
i2 the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which» is not corruptible, inzthat dreſs of 
Graces which adorned her Soul, this 
fring was all of Orient Pearls, and e- 
venly matched, not one 11] watered, or 
of unequal ſize. There was not one 
arzea or withered Limb, one mernber 
Wantt;/2 or aefetF:ive in the new crea- 
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ture, {he was complete iz Chriſt, all of 
5 | 2 PIECE. | 

the 77:24 of her Knowledge was 
| comprehenſive and clear. The ye of . 
t; | her Faith was Pecreins and fteddy. The 

| #ar other obedience was opez and /izht 
of hearing, and boargd at the door poſts of 
wiſdoms houſe. Her Palate was ſavory, 
and reliſhing, to which God's Law was 
ſweeter than the honey, and the honey- 


q comb, and more eſteemed thin her neceſ- 
' ſary food. The Cheeks of her Modeſty 
F were fair and ruddy, The Arms of 
n | herdefires were ſfretchedout after God, 
_ | and flexible, to embrace him. The EE 
Hands of her Fuſtice and Charity were 
1 ffrons and oper.' Ihe Breaſts of her 


Bounty were well-faſhionzed, and full of 
; | milk, and the Bowels of her compal- 
| fon were texderand fruitful. Her /4+ 
| | ger and thirſt after righteonſaefs was” ex 
ven greedy and ixſatiable. The heart 
of her ſincerity was jound and /vely, 
and the plſe of her conſcience ſmooth 
and equal. The feet of her afteQtions 
were ſwifter thax the Roes on the moun- 
tains of Bether, more truly winged 
than the Poets feign their 4ercaries. 
.The natural heat of her Zeal more fer: 
went. than the coals of Funiper, and the 
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radical moiſture of her repentance more 
fluid than the fprings of Piſoah. Being 
ken with dry eyes, under tear-moving 
circumſtances, which very neariy con- 
cern'd her felf,and being asked,how ſhe 
could refrain ?.. She replyed, 7 deſire to 
weep for nothing but my . ſins. Her 
wame was as ointment poured forth , 
which made her the delight and admi- 
ration of all good men and women ; 
yea, you may call her a She Fedidiah, 
a Female Zemuel, the Lord's delights, 
the with whom God was. 

Now the 97 of this excellent Body, 
which animated all its goodly parts 
within, was the /ove of God, and the 
gorgeous Robe which cloathed it with- 
out, was her dze hnmility, Theſe 
were the Sz and Moon in this great 
Firmament; all whoſe $ars were of the 
firſt magnitude, and the /2aft of which 
would have made the great Luminary 
if1 another Orb.Such was this beauteons 
Spouſe of Chritt, ſo like her Heavenly 
Bridegroom, that for that reſemblance 
ſake, we may fay of her ſhe was ex- 
ceeding lovely. - 

_Nor was ſhe leſs ſolicitous to make 


others good, than to be ſo her ſelf. She 


wellremembred our Savious charge to 
ny | Q. Peter, 
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6. Peter, HVhen thou art converted 5 

rexathen thy Brethren: She let her 
heart to build God's ſpiritual Temple, 
and therefore ſhe applyed her ſelf to 
it with all her might. She had holy 
Tranſports for the Glory of God, and 
ſhe was a great Lover of Souls, and 


thoſe two engaged her to promote Re- - 


ligion with utmolt induſtry and zeal, 


- which that ſhe might accompliſh more 


advantageouſly, 


I. She avowedly deſigned to repre- 
ſent Religios as amiable, and taking , 
and free from vulgar prejudice, as poſſi- 
bly ſhe might ; not ſoas might affright 
and ſcare men from it; but thar it 
might allwre them, and 7zſimuate it's 
{elf into their love and liking : to this 
end {he was affable, familiar, pleaſant, 
of a free, and agreeable converlation\, 
unaffetted, not four, reſerved, moroſe, 
ſad, dejetfed , melancholy, which pre- 
ſents Religion moſt diſadvantageoully. 
She was -naturally of .the ſweeteſt tem- 
per in the world: and Grace jnoculated 
into ſuch a ſtock, thrives even laxur- 
antly. Whereas ſome crabbed, peeviſh, 
fallex natures ſtarve the beſt Cienthey 


are grafted with. As Lremember one, 
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of whom *twas uſually ſaid, he had 
Grace enoughtfor {even other men, yet 
Farce enough for himſelf. © And ſhe 
made graze and nature both ſublervient 
to the good of others. 

As we lay of ſome neat, well-faſhi- 
on'd perſons, what ere they wear be- 
.comes them, and fits well: I muſt do 
her this right, to teſtifie, I never law 
Religion become any perſon better. 


And 'twas hard not to' approve and 


love a dreſs ſo decent and adorn- 


ng. 


2. She kept her ſelf freeand di/rnte- 
reſſed from all Parties and: Factions , 
that none might ſuſpect a deſign of ma- 
king Proſelytesto any, but to God. 

She was neither of Paul, nor Apol- 
Hos, nor Cephas, but only-Chriſt. Her 
name was Chriſtian, and her Sirname 
Catholick, ſhe had a large and uncon- 
fincd.Soul, not hemm'd in, or pound- 
ed up within the Circle of any man's 
naime, or drawing a Zatituainarian in 
the true commendable ſenſe: and who- 
ever feared God, and wrought. #ighteonſ.- 
peſswas accepted. of her. X 
She very inoffenſively, reg drly, a> 


0:17, obſerved all the orders of the 


Churcti 
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Church of Zzelazd, in its Liturgy and 
publick Service, which ſhe failed not 
to-attend twice a day with- exemplary 
Reverence, yet was {he very far from 
placing Religion in Ritual Obſervances. 
And I may not deny, that ſhe would 
Jometimes warm her heart ( though 
ever with ſtrange fire) at private Al- 


ſet. 


3. She would perfume the company 
with good diſcourſe, to prevent idle, 
or worſe communication, not abruptly, 
obraidinaly, or importunely, which is 
very zanſeous and fulſome, and ſpoils a 
good game by bad playing. But ſhe was 
like a ſpiritual Stove, you ſhould feel 
the heat, and not ſee the fire, and find 
your ſelf in other company amongſt the 


' ſame perſons, and rather wozder than 


percerve how you came there; for ſhe 
would drop 4 wiſe ſentence,or moral holy 
Apotheam (with whichſhe was admura- 
bly. furniſhed, of her own making or 
colleaion ) that ſuited with, at leaſt 
not far remote from what was talked 
of, and commending,, or PNProTINg 
that, {he'd wind about the whole dil- 
gourſe without offence., yea , with 
much pleaſure. = © 2 m_ 


i 


tars, in her own Chamber or Clo- 


The Firtuons Homan. 
She kept a Book of ſuch wiſe, pithy 
Sayings, mM much valuing words, which 
contain'd great ule and worth in little 


compals. 
I ſhall tranſcribe a few of many. 


- Healmoſt Chriſtian is the unhap- 
'pieft Man, having Religion e- 
nough to make the world hate him ; : 
and not enough to make God love 
Him. 

God's Servants ſhould be as bold for 
him as the Devils are for him. | 

What will make thee happy at any 
time, 'may make .thee happy art all 
times: 

O Lord, what give thee, doth not 
pleaſe thiee, unleſs I give thee my ſelf, 
So what thou giveſt me ſhall not fatis- 
ke me; unleſs thou give me thy ſelf. 

O Lord, who giveſt -Grace to the 
ag give me Grace to be- hum- 

e 

=He loves God too little, who loves 
any thirig with him, which he loyesnot 
for him: // 

The'true meaſure of loving God, -18 
to love-litm without meafiire. 

So ipeak to- God, as though* mery 
heard 


told. 


The 'Y, irtyous JPoman. 


| heard thee, ſo ſpeak to men; as knows 


ing God hears thee. 

Sereca laid, he was better born, than 
to be a ſlave to his Body. 

Luther {aid,Chriſt's Croſs is no Let- 
ter, yet it caupht him more than all the 
Alphabet. 

We ſhould meditate of Chriſt's 


Croſs, till we be faſtened as cloſe to 


him; as he wasto his Croſs. 

' -By how much the more Chriſt made 
himſelf vile for us: by ſo much the 
more precious he ſhould be to us.. 

We need every day blood for our 
hearts, as water for our hands. 

Through Chriſt's wounds we may 
lee his Bowels. 

He only can fatisfie us, who ſatisfied 
for us. 

He that takes up Chriſt's Croſs hand- 
fomely, ſhall find it ſuch a burdenas 
Wings toa Bird, or Sails to a Ship. 

Tis a great honour to be Almoner to . 
the King of Heaven. 

The Bowels of the poor are the beft 
{oyl, which brings forth an hundred 


Who would not ſtarve a Luſt to feed 
a Saint, 

To give is the greateſt ſcriſoality : 
How 


" The LVirtuous Homan. 


How indulgent then 1s God to annex 
future rewards, to what is ſo much 
its own recompenle, 


To be libelF'd for Chriſt is the beſt 
Panegyrick. 


Where affliction 1s heavy , fin is 


light. 


God chaſtiſes whom he loves, but he 


loves not to chaſtiſe. 

Sin brought death into the warld, 
and nothing but death will carry ſin 
out of the world. | 


If all mens troubles were brought in- 


to a common ſtore, every one Would 
carry back what he brought, rather 
than ſtand toa ſhare of an equaldivi- 
ſion. 

Though time be not laſting, what 
depend on it, is everlaſting. 

The beſt Shield againſt Slanderers, 1s 
to liveſo, that none may believe them. 

He that revenges an injury, .aCts 
the part of an Executioner. He 
that pardons it, aC&ts the part of a 
Prince. | 

Sanchfied afflicions are anal 
promotions. 

Mans a pile of Duſt, and puff w 
Wind. 
Why are we ſo fond: of "that life 
" which 
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which begins with a Cry, and ends 
with a Groan / 

But I will not cloy you, knowing it 
is lafeſt to riſe with an appetite ; e- 
ven when we are entertained at a Ban- 
quet. 


4. Where ſhe had particular k:zd- 
ef, or perſonal intereſt, ſhe would 
improve the authority of her friexd- - 
ſhip to gentle , but free correption , 
and argue,and per{wade fo ſtrenuouſly, 
that her Bow, like Fonathar's, ſeldom re- 
turd empty; and plead the cauſe of 
God, and their own ſouls, to whom 
ſhe fpake with fo winning and infinua- 
ting fweetneſs, that 'twas hard to reſiſt 
the Sada, ſhall 1 fay, or rather the 
ſpirit, by which ſhe fpake. Let mere- 
—_ and eccho from her /ps ( thaugh 
las too faintly ) how ſhe would with 
melting charms, and powerful ftrains, 
attempt upon the Friends, for whom 
ſhe had a kindneſs, and whom {ſhe 
longed to reſcue. 


+ Come, 


The Virtuous FPoman. 


& F"NOme, come, my Friend , you 

1 © muſt be good, you ſhall be 
« 500d; I cannot be {0 unkind, nay, ſo 
<« unfaithful to the laws of Friendſhip, 
«2s to let you periſh, and periſh ina 
«way, you know as well as I, leads 
«down to Hell. It grieves my very 
<« {oul to {ee fo good a nature enſnared 
<« againſt the dictates'of its own light, 
* by bad example, cuſtom, or ſome- 
© what elſe And if they replyed 
with excuſes, ſhe would ſtop them 
thus ;. ©I pray, my Friend, have pa- 
* tience, hear me out, I know, or gueſs 
*at leaſt, what you would ſay, and 1 
© wauld'not have you ſay it. *Tis bad 
 *tocommait ſin, but*tis worle to plead 
*for it, and defend it. More ſin [0 
* dangerouſly as thoſe who ſin with excu- 


« {cs. - The Devil then tiesa new ſnare, 
* when he gets into our tongues to ta- 
* ſten-us to our failings, and raiſesan 

. 
*cure the Fort he poſſeſſes in our 
© hearts: Ttake it for granted, all other 
* Holds were {lighted eaſily, could 
* yqnconquer ſuch or ſuch a vice, too 
** much by cuſtom prevailing with you. 


out-work in our own mouths, to ſe- } 


6c Unhappy " 
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*Unhappy cuſtom that dares preſcribe 
* againſt God's Law But, Friend, 
*afe no arguments that will not hold 
* water at the day ot judgment - 
* though hana joyn in hand,:you know 
* what follows. And no example, cu- 
*ſtom, number {hould allure us, 
*which cannot excuſe us, and ſecure 
*us. But this is the miſchief: of ſin 
*liv'd in,it bewitches the heart to love 
*1it, that it cannot leave it. Cannot, 
*{o men love toſpeak; but *tis becauſe 
*they willnot, that is, will uſe no en- 
&* deavours to be rid on't. But. you 
*muſt leave it, there's no remedy 
* though it coſt you trouble, ſmart; 
* and ſelt-denial. There's as much as 
*all this comes to, 1n curtizs off arzght 
«® hand, and dizoing out a right eye, 1 
*{peak to you, as to one in whom T 


* have a party to help me plead. T 


*mean your conſcience, and the be- 
*lief of the Scriptures; for . if. your 
*were one of thoſe on whom you know 
*Luſeto ſet my mark,Iſhould not give 
*you this trouble, nor eſteem. my felF 
* under more than the Laws of general 
**charity to wiſh you better;; ſhould 
* hardly venture my little skill ro make” 
& you 0. A 1217 pt; 

DLL 0 But 


79 


e 2 
vous” RE 
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« But as for you, who ſtill owh 
© God's authority, and believe his 
* Word,andattend his Worſhip. Why 
* ſhould 1 deſpair of making one piece 
* of your ſelf, agree with the other, 
« your praQtice with your convictions, 
«your converſation with your conlci- 
"" ENCE. | 

* And not to fright you with the 
* Thunder-claps of wrath and venge- 
** ance, and God's judging you know 
** who liſten ſtill to the voice, 
*tis Your peculiar eminency to be 
* kindand grateful (and becaule there 
*15a kind of magnetick virtue in thoſe 
*arguments which touch our temper, 
*and a ſtring will move it ſelf when a- 
_ **nother inſtrument 15 touched that's 
. ©{et to the fame Key, and pitch) I 
* ſhall attack you on that ſide, hoping 
« the ſtrongeſt excellency of your na- 
« ture, will prove the weakeſt defenſa- 
« fative for fin, and to keep out God. 

* You therefore whoare ſo good na- 
* tured, ſo kind, {o grateful that you ne- 
«ver think you have acquit your ſelf 
< fufficiently to thoſe who have been 
**c1v1,,0r as you pleaſe to call't obliging. 
* Oh how can——— be fo unkind, and 
*&-ungrateful unto God Aloughty ; 

| | 


& 
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* the kindeft Ffend, who is ſo muchbe. 
* fore hand with you, who hath given 
* youſo much, and is {6 ready to for- 
* give you all. Oh, that you, who I 
* dare {ay would take my word for any 
*thing elſe, would do me the hofiour 
*totake my word for him, whol aſ- 
*1{nre you upon- your ſincere repen- 
"tance will be fully reconciled to you 
*!1 Chriſt, and never ſo much as 0- 


© braid your paſt neglets, but heal 


* your back-ſlidings, and love you freely, 


&* And do not fear that you ſhall have 


- ©caule to repent of your repentance, 


* No man ever yet was a loſer by God ; 
* and you ſhan't be the firſt ; you ſhall 
* not loſe your pleafures, but exchange 
* them, defiling ones tor pure an 


®clean, and raviſhing. And ter it not 


© fee ſtrange, or incredible to you, 
« that there ſhould be ſuch things, be- 
* cauſe perhaps you never felt them. 
« Alas, you have deprived your lelf 
* unhappily, by being uncapabte. of. 
* them. AVew wine ruſt be put to new 
« bottles: | . 

* To lay nothing of what the Scri- 
© ptures ſpeak of a day being in God's 
* courts being better than a thouſand, and, 
* of joys; and unſpeakable; and full of 

G 6c glor "V5 
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& tory, of the great peace they haye who 
« keep God's law, and that nothing ſhall 
« offend them, that wiſdoms ways axe plea- '} « 
« /antueſs. Tet my weaknefs .realon | « 
* gut. the caſe with you. Do you | « 
«think that God's Angels which excel f 
*in, all perfections, have no delights, | « 
© becauſe they have no fleſh, no ſenſe, | « 
* no bodies,as men and beaſts: orhave | « 
< our Souls (the Angels in theſe houſes | 
* of elay ) which are God's Images, | « 
* and the price of his Blood no objects, | « 
© no .employments which may yield Þ| « 
« them delight and ſatisfaCtion, | 

« Think not ſo unworthily of God, 
* or meanly of your ſelf; have got 
** the firoaks of your own fancy, or the 
*inteflectual pleaſures of your,mind, 


*lometimes tranſported you beyond all : 
*the charms of your Enſes , When n 
* they have chimed all in tune toge- | , 
*ther. Þ 
_ © Andcannot God, think you, who 

5 154 ſpirit, and lofit an objeCt for our 

* ſouls, give them as great pleaſures, | , 


< 25 any objeft of our taſte and ſight. I 
* Come, come, my £riezd, take my g 
*word for't, there is more pleaſure in | 5 
* the peace of a good conſcience, and | ,. 
*1n well grounded hopes- our.fins are | 
Ss * pardoned, 


, > Sn a> 2 


The Virtubus Woman. 
& pardoned, and in ſerving God, and 
© expeQation of eternal life, than in 
«all the pleaſures inthe world. Alas, 
< I was once of your mind, but] aſſure 
«you upon. my word, 1 have really 
«found more. fatisfaftion in ſerving 
« God, than ever I found in all the 
« good things of the world, of which 


| %you know 1 have had my Gre, 


«Try therefore, dare to The 00d, Te- 
*{olve to be ſo throughly ; and if you 
©* do not find it much better than I have 


<told you, never take my word, or - 


© truſt me: more. 


Thus and much more powerfully 
would her zeal for their goodcaufe her 
to argue with. her Friends, that ſhe 
might by holy violence attract them, 
andallure them. to be good, and hap- 


ÞY-- 


&. She was of a an extenſive. charity, 
and. would! make people good by bez 
lieving them to be ſo, and by this en- 
gagement make them aſhamed to 
deceive her hopes, and difappoint her 
FEPHOLStLON, 
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6: She had a tender, conſcientious 
. care to provide good Miniſters, and to 
encourage them, would 0 _H their 
maintenance where *twas {mall ; Zzez, 
Braintree, and Foulneſs, 8c. may be 
her witneſſes in this, and indeed {he 
was the 'heartieſt and trueſt Friend I e- 
ver knew to ſuch, and dodeſpair eyer 
to know her like, u this reſpect. 


7.. She had a great care of the Souls 
of her Servants, and if ſhe had any 
ambition in her, *twas in this, to be 
the Miftreſiof a religious Family. This 
appeared amongſt others, in theſe par- 
ticulars: 

1. In exacting their attendance on 

God's publick Worthip, and reverent 
behaviour there. 

Her £7 {urveyed her Chappel, and 


none could be abſent, but ſhe would-.| 


miſs them. 
2. In perſonal infiruttion, and famili- 


ar periwading of them, Tappeatto the (| 


conſciences of all that ſerv'd her, what 
one of them: hath ſhe not, on ſome oc- 
cafton, dealt with to do them good. 

3. In preparing them far, and per- 
Ls; ading them to the frequent partiet- 
CR << £52 pat1on | 


The Firtuous FP omny, 
pation of the Loxd's moſt holy Sup- 


r. By | 
_ In ſcattering good Books in all the 
common Rooms and places. of atten- 
dance, that thoſe that waited might not 
loſe their time, but well employ it, and 
have a bait laid of ſome practical,uſefu} 
Book, and fitted to their capacity, 
which might catch and take them. 

.- $5. Inmaking it the Foot-itep to pre- 


- ferment, for ſhe uſed tomake the hun- 
| dredth and firſt Pſalm the, Rzle of her 


Occonomicks ; and though ſhe. treated 


| all. her ſervants as Friends, .;yet, they: 
| were her Favourites, which moſt fig- 


nally feared God. 

And ſhe was not a firſt Table Chri- 
ftian only, we need not draw her Pi- 
Cture with a ſide-face, to hide the dis- 
hgurement of either ſide, both her 
hands wrought in the work of God : 
ſhe did not clanudicare, but - walled in 
his ways with both her Feet. She had 
learn'd S: Zohn's Leſſon: 7hat he wha 


| loves God, muſt love his Brother alſo, 


I. She was exactly righteous. 
2. She was proaigiuſfly charitable, 


I: She was exattly juſtin word and 


The Firtuons Woman, 
deed. She-never- forfeited: her 73the , 
to the privilege of Peerage, to be. be: 
lieved upon the honour of her word ; 
which was, as |/acred-as any oatr, and 
as 'good ſecurity as many bonds, Non 
convenience to her {elf would make 
her recoil, or flinch from the obligati- 
ons ſhe had brought her {elf.under, by 
her own mouth : yea, ſhe had ſuch au 
abhorrence of a diſhonourable receſs, 
from expreſs, or but intimated promt- 
ſes, that-it would render her efteem of 
ſuch 'perſons exceeding; cheap - and 
mean, '/who by little arts -and ſhifts 
would looſe and free themſeIves from 
their engagements, and diſappoint” the 
expectations they had raiſed 1n others, 
to ſave their charges, accounting their 
money ſpared, a very poor an-. baſe 
redemption of their reputation. | 
'* She abhorred a lye; and ns'd modeſt- 
ly to give this teſtimony of her ſelf, 
Zou know 1 dare not, '7 will not lie. And 
her Lord knew this ſo well, that though 
he were poſrtzve enough, yet would 
neyer perſiſt, if there happened any 
contelt,- againſt whatever ſhe affirmed 
peremptorily. | 
And 4 ye was the fouleſt blemiſh a- 
ny could ſtainthemſelves with, in con- 
verſing\ 


UMI 


The Virtuous Yoman. 
verſing with her, and the moſt unpar- 


 donable failt, a ſervant could contract; 
| to whom ſhe us'd to ſay, 7eil me the 


truth, and 1 can foroive you any thins. 
I ſhall take liberty on this occaſion to 


| adda paſſage, which may be uſeful on 


a double account : 

x. To let her Honourable Friends 
know ſhe forgot them not, though her 
purpoles were-prevented . y 

5 How ſhe feared the ſhaddow'ot 
ad 1YC. 


About a Month before ſhe died, ſhe 


was, (though thenin as perfeCt health, 
as'1 have-known her) determined to 
alter her will, And whereas ſhe had be- 
fore given many honourable Zegaries in 
money to perions of great Quality : ſhe 
aid, ſhe would alter thezs all, tor this 
reaſon , becauſe rhey were 7:ch, ad 


money they needed not:burtſhe would give 
it in ſomething they might keep, as 


kind memorials of her: and when ſhe 
had ſet down all their names in a Paper, 
ſhe alſo bethought her ſelf whar would 
be moſt acceptable to every of them: 
For, ſaid ſhe, that renders a gift moſs 
egreeable, when it ſuits the fancy of the 


party. to whom it is deſigned, And then 
farveying her own ſtore; {he fixed on 
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what to al ive to moſt of them, but not 
- 


| finding her ſelf attually provided, .of 
what ſhe might-beqneath to all, ſhe re: 
ſolved toleave all roa Codicil, to bean 
nexed to her Fil, and expreſly ſaid, 
« Tamnow, God willing, goINg tO Lon- 
*« 40x, when I have finiſhed my 4, 
«.2nd then I will by diſcourſe find out; 
*« ondiſceryed, what will be moſt plea- 
* ſing to every one of them, and will 
*« provide accordingly. Yet when the 
draught of her 7/11] was made, ſhe 
would put intothe /Yi/l its felf tor the 
Rig ht Honourable the Counteſs of 
Searſdale her, beloved  Siſter-in-law , 
( who was .one of that number to 
which in her former Will ſhe.had given 
a 'Legacy in money) 4 /et- of ſilver 
Sconces,which adorned her awn Cham- 
ber. And when I asked her Ladyſhip 
why ſhe would not leave her to the Co- 
aicil among the reſt, ſhe was pleaſed 
to give this reaſon : Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, 
Jhe is the ozly perſon living to whons1e: 


Ver intimated being in my will, and 1 


would not die, and have it found other- 
wiſe, and fo te under the (uſpicion of ha- 
wing told a lie, or aving with a lye in my 
mouth. 
hp bad learn'd S. Paul's Leſſon to 
Ns. perfeQion 
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The Firtnous FYowas. 
perfection ,  7o-ſpeak evil: of; ne man: 
and. where ſhe could nat {peak-well, 
the worſt injury ſhe would do.was to 
be Ailent, and ay. nothing, unleſs it 
were to lome ingle- Friend, of;:whoſe 
Taciturnity ſhe was ſecure by ,experi- 
ENCE. IIATIE? Li is 
Nor would ſheinvidiouſly diminiſh 
the juſt praiſes of any who deſerved 
them. Nay, would ratherſ{tudy to ex- 
tenuate their other tailings, by-preſents 
ing the light {ide to hide the: dark'orie. 
And ' would cena them for one 
ood quality or action, to cover 
bad = ood would ſay, yet L.mult 
do them this {right , they are- {6,. or 
{0.+—— tot all this- . 4 pow 
And (be-was ny leſs accurately juſt tn 
deed than word + the had learn'd to-do, 
as well as to /ay: -ſhe'not. 'only gave 
gooaly words, but- good performances. 
And becaule the-.due diſcharge of 
the duties of our [Relations is ane of 
the moſt ſignal epidences of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the greateſ} ornamentoF our 
Profeſſion of Religion, I ſhall couch 
briefly how ſhe uled to acquither ſelf 
18 that reſpect :- as. a /#7feto her Hus- 
band /iving, as an Executrix to his 
Jil, and a 7ruſteeto the &featey; 28/2 


.« The Pirtnons Homan. 
Hfothery. as a Daiighter, as a Siſter; as 
a Friewd, as a 1Miſireſi, as a Landlady, 
as a Neighbour. Tnall which ſhe was 
as a ſingular Bleſſing to her Relatives, 
ſo an eminent exainple to others. - 

Pirſt, 'as a 7Yife.- - The heart of hey 
Husband did ſafely truſt in her, and- ſhe 
Aid him' ooo, and Hot evil all the days of 
his life, Never was omen more tral 
a cron or ornament to man, She i. 
ways lived with a ſenſe'of the covenant 
of Godz which was' betwixt them up- 
on her' heart. - She was an equal mix- 
ture of 'affecfionate obetience, and obe- 
Aiential affetion. - + 

$78 would conceal afid hide: his mfir- 
mities, deeply ſympithiſed inhis long 
indifpoſitions, attended; and reliey'd 
him under them with the greateſt ten- 
derneſs; -loved- his Soul, and would 
both counſel him with prudenc zeal, 
and ptay forhim with greateſtardours, 
and teryency. / And he was not want- 
ing x praifing her. He hath with ve- 
hement proteſtations {aid to me : Ht 
had rather have her- with five thouſand 
pbands (though ſhe brought him much 
more? ' than ay woman living with 
tventy. Yea, when the very Torrents 
of his Sorrow were. higheſt for the 
RL death 
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The Firtuons FFoman: 


death of his only Son (and Family 


he made that the circumflexmg; Accent 
of his grief: 'twoald kill his Wife,which 
was be ſajd more to him thay an hundred 


. Sons: Sed quidwerba autliath, rum fat 


videam : He gave ber his whole oftate, 
4s. a honorary teftimony of this grateful 
eftaem of her \merits towards him, and 
lett her /o/e Zxecatrix, a high teſtimo- 
ny 'of his confidence in her integrity. 


| Whichtf, though it coft heralmoſt 


anſpeakable labour | and difecmtties, he 
—_ with fuch- indefatigable 
pains, Tuch ſorupulous exaQnefs, and 
admirable prudence, that as-ſhe failed 
not of one Title of the Will, till all 
was fulfilled;;-'ſ{o ſhe never-pave, -or 
lefr occafion-of :the leaft noiſe! of amy 


— complaining, of any intereſted perſon; 


but rendred all more than: ſilent; [atix- 
fed, more than ſatisfied, applanding's 
and- admiring her prudent, and - ho- 


' nourable condutt of rhat great Afﬀair. 


Which ſhe-owned to God with much 
thankfulneſs;''as no ſmall Mercy -and 
Bleffing torher. And for- that Noble 
Eſtate which was to deſcend'to others 
after her, ſhe-would not liave wrong- 
ed it in the leaſt, to have- gained the 


diſpoſal of the whole z and- therefore 
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was at: yaſt;expences in:repairs, both 
on the. Manſion,. and Farms , though 
her ſe]f but a Termer.. - Yea, though 
none were more ready to.recede from 


their own right, which determina- | 


ted in her own perſonal. intereſts ; yet 
would ſhe be ſtift, and tenacious, . in 
what may concern her Succeſſors :. U- 
ſually ſaying , whatever\ſhe loſt! her 
{elf, ſhe :would; never. give occaſion to 
them [that' came after her,'to ſay, ſhe 
had damnified.the Eſtate, 'or wronged 
her truſt, or them. :I; muſt add one 
particular; becauſe I believe ſhe was 
the firſt, 'and will be the Iaft inſtance of 
36 13 or 20 DH41 | 
- Her , noble, ſplendid 'way of living 
( which-in moſt is ſacryfaang to. their 
yanity ; and; oſtentation-) . for ſhe lived 
very: greatz\ as you all are' witneſſes ) 
was not anact of pride or-#1bition, but; 
purely, at leaſt prexcipally, of conſcience ; 
e would-not contraQ, ' or abate, be- 
cauſe ſhe; would-not deceive her Lord's 
truſt ;-- who gave her the Eſtate' to 
keep-up the. honour of. his Name'and 
Family 1n'a-place where it had flouriſh; 
ed;; and 1nthat kind been famous fo 
many years. 
She was a moſt incomparable Mo; 
| ther, 
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The Firtwnus Woman. 
ther, which appeared in the education 
of/.one Son of her Body , and three 
Daughters of her Soul; for:{o I may 
truly ſpeak.; She never bare more 


than two Children; one Daughter , 
who died young, and a Son, the gal- 
lant, hopeful, young Lord Rich, of 
whom the world hath had an account, 
by the ſame hand which hath had the 
unhappy honour to be employed the 
third time in this mournful Service : 
Planttas unigeniti at the Lord Rich's 
Funeral : Zeez /achrymans at the Earl of 
TVarwick's: and this. 4 
The pious methods of whoſe educa- 
tion might be ſuggeſted with advan- 
tage, but I ſhould never have done, 
ſhould I allow my ſelf liberty to enlarge 
on all was commendable, or exem- 
plary ; yet one thing Lwill not conceal ; 
thoſe three excellent Zadjies to whom 
ſhe was an ow#z Mother, though bur an 
Aunt-in-law, and who are by their 
ouſins death become ſo vaſt fortunes 
forthe Husbands, being left with leſs 
plentiful portions, ſhe would even du- 
/ AS her Son's life, never leave preſſing 
| ſher Lord to make noble-proviſions for, 
| And ſettle their portions ſujtableto their 
Birthand Qualities, which as they well 
d. knew, 
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 Zhe Firpuons Woman. | 
knew,ſob doubtnotbutthey will moſt 

ilyatteſt with becoming acknow- 
tedgments;as alfo all the other never-to 
bectorgotten obligations, which ſhe fo 
pobly ceaſed not, to pleaſe her kind 
humour, . in-conferring'ow them. 

1 gever perſonally ſaw her Right Ho- 
nourable 'Father, nor could remember 
her dutifut obſervances of him ;' but 
this F know, that engagements © 
her own affettions would not ſuper- 
kede hev'ireſpects to him in her mar- 


riage, till his full conſentand approba- 


tion Was obtained. 
And no Child could make more ho- 
nourable mention of Parents than | 


haveheard her do of hers, and for the 
tranſmitting it to poſterity, L cannot 


_— had: refolved to write and pub- 
lifh her Father's Life ; but 1can, and do 
athieom; ſhe had it in deliberation, and 
had: confiderable materials, and Col- 
leftions, many of which ſhe hath dit- 
eourſed, and read to. me, or given mg 
the favour toread ny felt. 

She was fo. endearing a Siſter, no 
language-canexpreks it ; and therefore 


i-would be inexcuſable: boldnefSfor me 
_ to-attempt it. $5811 $4 7208 
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The Firtuous HW omath 


uneſerved, unſuſpicious, as 1 believe is 


not to be found onearth. I could give 


inſtance of a. Friendſhip, which as 
ſhe vouchlafed to contract with much 


condeicention on' ber part, contigued 


thirty years, not only without inter- 
ruption, or Echple, but without 'the 
leaſt cloud or ſhaddow of miſunder- 


 Randing on cither: ſide for that long 


Ipace. 


The beſt Miſtreff in the world, to al- 


moſt a Proverb, in a double care, both 


of the ſpiritual and bodily welfare of 
her ſervants, whom ſhe as much loved 
to pleaſe, as other perſons {ervantscan 
do to pleaſe their Maſters, 1t being her 
peculiar delight to render the lives of 
all eafie and pleaſant, and free fromdil- 
content, that they might ſerve God 
with chearfulneſs. And when ſhe was 
to leave them, ſheleft not off her kind- 
nel{s to them, or care for them, but: 
provided to the uttermoſt of her power, 
for their comfortable {ubliſtence;. ac- 
cording; to their degree and time of fer- 
vice, giving Legacies liberal and noble; 


four hundred. pounds, three. bundrea' 
pounds, two hundred pounds a. piece, to- 
lome,,-one: hundred. poupth a piece! toi 
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= © The Virtnous Voman. © 
many; tq others eighty, to many ſe- 
ventyy/tobuy: them Annuities for their 
lives; to others. fifty, - forty, twenty, 
and a full years wages to every one not 
ſpecified by name, and three Months 
Entertainment , with Lodging, Diet, 
and.all: accommodations; as m her lite ; 
that they might have time to ſeek out, 
and provide places for themſelves, and 
not be. expoſed to inconveniences, by 
ludden remove. = | 

She was a moſt noble, T may lay, inaul- 
gent /anlady, and would ulually Jay of 
her Tenants, Alas, poor creatures, 
they take a great deal of pains, arid I 
love to ſee them thrive, and /zve com 
fertably, and 1 cannot endure to ſee 
them brought into {traits,and therefore 
would without grudging or difficulty 
have all things made convenient for 
2 them, .and if they had ſuſtained any 
= conliderable loſſes, effteQtually conſider 
4 . And for her Copy-hold Tenants, 
would urge with warmth the timely 
finiſhing the Rolls of her Courts, *and 
delivery of their Copies, profeſfing ſhe 
could. not in conſcience fuffer it to-be 
neglected, becauſe it was all they had 
tothew for their Eſtates, a piece of e- 
minens juſtice, not more. honourable / 
g++ +4 | WER} 
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The LVirtuous Homan. 


than neceſſary in Lords 'of Mannors: 

And laſtly, as a Nerghbonr, ſhe was 
{Jo kind ard courteous, it advanced the 
[Rent of adjacent Houles to be ſo near 
-fituated to her, not only her Houſe, 
and Table; but her Countenance and 
'very heart were open toall-perſons of 
Quality in a conſiderable cxreuit, and 
for the- inferiour ſort ,, if. they were 
:lick,or tempted,or in any diſtrels of Bo- 
dy or Mind, whither ſhould they go but 
tothe good Countels whole Cloſet and 
Still-houſe was their Shop for Chi- 
rurgery, and: Phyſick , - and ; her ſelf, 
( for {he would viſit the 'meaneſt of 
them perſonally ) and Miniſters whom 
ſhe would ſend to them, 'their ſpiritual 
Phyſicians. But as her love to- God 
was the foul of her Religion, fo the 
exuberancy of her charity towards 
thoſe who needed her abundant hbera- 
lity, was the conſpicuous Crown 
which beautified all her ſweetneſs, and 
goodneſs towards Men : for in this ſhe 
was forward, 7 bear her record, to her 
power, yea, and beyond her poxer , for 


{he would even anticipate her Reve- 


nue and Incomes, rather than want 
wherewith to b2 liberal. S. Ferom pla- 


of 
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The  Virtuous Woman. 


of his admired Parlz, thatſhe not only 
made her ſelf poor to relieve, but died 
in 7ragn0 e/Ere alieno: And lam {ure 
at uſed to be faid of our excellent Lady, 
That was the Lady that would borrow mo- 
ney to give away:She would not {ive poor. 
(in good works) to aye rich,yea,though 
the had- choſen Executors, in whom 


-her heart: could truſt as ſafely as ever 


her Husbands did in her, yet {he would 
make her own hands her Executors,and 
they were very faithful, to her 1n- 
larged heart. 

But to be more particular ; when 
ſhe had in her Lord and Husbands life 
time, a feparate maintenance or al- 
lowance, ſettled by Marriage Articles, 
ſhe was pleaſed to ask me my opinion 
concerning the quota pars : What pro- 
portion one is obliged to confſecrate to 
God of our: Eſtates, and when I told 
her it was hard, if not impoſſible, to 
fix a Rule which might hold univerſal- 
Iy ; but the circumſtances muſt be con- - 
{idered in which perſons ſtood , their 
Qualities, their Incomes, their Depen- 
pencances , neceſlary and emergent 
Occaſions, inevitably occurring 
But ſhe perſiſting to urge a more parti- 
cular anſwer as to her ſelf, what would 


| 
$ 
z 
T 


UMI 


DAY oy "FP » 24% M85 GS < ” 9 4 aaks 
ng * TV Ges ia oh © > eh \- Ay 4 Res os. __ 2 OS . REY & Ws 28 y "F" 
A LES aj EF Fg v YN (/ i / - L : * IR? of recep , 
e LY IVFHORS - ON RAD. | . 
Cl 


be fit and becoming her todo, Inot be- 
ing ignorant of her circumſtances, (I 
muſt bear my own {hame in acknow- 
ledging the ſtraitnels of my own 
heart, told her) I ſuppoſed a ſeventh 
part : But before I could ſuggeſt the rea- 
lofis , ſhe ap replied , ſhe 


would never give leſs than the third 
part, and ſhe kept her refolution to the 


tull and with advantage; laying aſide - 
conſtantly the third part tor charitable 


'uſes, and would ſometimes borrow of 
that which remained to add to it, bur 


never defaulk from that to ſerve her 
own occaſions, though fometimes pret- 
{ing enough. =. 
When ſhe came to the poflefſion of 
{o large an Eſtate as her Lord bequeath: 
ed her for herlife, ſhe in good meaſure 
made it true, what a great Perſon was 
reported to fay ; that the Eatl of ar. 
wick had gave all his Eſtate to pious u- 
ſes : Meaning thereby, that he had gj- 
ven it to this Noble Lady, who would 


 Toconvert it. 


And *tis a great truth, which I haye 
had from her own mouth, that all the 
ſatisfaftion ſhe took in it, was the op- 
portunity it afforded her of doing good, 


And Ihave heard her earneſtly averr, 
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that ſhe would not accept of, or be in- 
cumbred with the greateſt Eſtate in 
England, if it ſhould be offered her , 
clog'd with, this condition ,- not to. do 
good to others with it. 

But ſome may ſay, were her Zyes as 
open' as her Haxds, did ſhe not ſcatter 
It as carelefly, as profuſely ? Nothing leſs, 
ber liberal Soul deviſed liberal things ; 
-Iwill point at ſome few of many. 

1. There are {ome Objetts of real 
Charity,which are not ſo tovslgar Eyes 
. or Parſes;, 'on whom ſhe would confer, 

and whom ſhe would ſ{urprile,with no- 
ble and ſuitable afſiſtances, this ſtruck 
deep, drew an whole bag at once, but 
made no noile. 
Some ſcarcely known'to any but my 
ſelf, and it may be had not been to me, 
but.to ask my- judgment, whether it 
might be reduced to the account of cha- 
rity, 'togive to ſuch and ſuch, being in 
Auch circumſtances: For the'was never 
lels tender. of ther modeſty than com- 
paihionate of their neceſſity , and was 
more ſollicitous for their pardon, than 
their thanks, for helping them. 

_ 2. Horeiners who fled either to pre- 
ſerve their Religion,or toembrace what 
they were convinced of to be the 
truth. 2. A 


The Virtuous Woman. 
}. A great many younz Scholars of 


' hopeful promiſing Parts , whom ſhe 


wholly or in good meaſure educated at 
the Univerſity, allowing ſome thirty, 
ſome twenty ,: ſome ten , ſome eight, 
many five Pounds per Anum, and ſome 
others who had more aſſiſtance, leſs. 

4. Abundance of young Children 
which {he put to School in the neigh- 
bouring Towns, Icannot fay how ma- 


ny, but rather ſas number , all that 


were poor and willing to learn : Nay; 
that could: be perſwaded to it, whoſe 
Schooling ſhe did not only pay for, but 
gave them both Books and often Cloth- 
ng; andnotonly near home but as far 
as //ales, contributing nobly to that 
pious deſign, -of that good old manand 
indefatigable promoter of it Mr. Gonge, 
ſo amply atteſted by a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
beyond cxception,to reſcue /Yales from 
its remaining 1gnorance and demi-Bar- 


bariſm. 


&. Many A7:nifters of both denomi- - 
nations, as well Coxformiſts whole l- 


'yvings were {0 {mall as not to yield them 
a ſubſiſtance, as thoſe who had none 


at all. 
6. Many occaſional Objetts of Charity, 


whis! you may ſurely conclude, failed 
nd ME not 


The Firtuous Homan. 


not to ply at thole Stairs where 'twas 
ſeldom low water : And though ſhe 
was ſometimes impoſed upon, — de- 
ceived by: thoſe that neither needed nor 
deſerved what ſhe gave, yet this did 
not diſcourage her from giving again : 
\ For ſhe ſaid, ſhehad rather relieve ten 
that only appeared meet obje&ts and 
were not, than let one go unrelieved 
who was ſo indeed : For though they 
deceived herin her giving, God would 
not deceive her in accepting , what 
was ſincerely done for his Name 
fake. 
7. Lafily, the Poor which ſhe fed in 
great number, not only with fragments 
and broken meat, but with liberal provi- 
fion purpoſely made for them.She was 
a great piticr, yea a great lover of the 
poor, and {he built a convenient houſe 
on purpoſe for them at her Zondox- 
Seat, (as they had one at Zeez) to ſhel- 
ter them from rain and heat while they 
received their dole, and when {he was 
at Zondon with her Family, had in her 
abſence , whilſt no houſe was kept at 
Leez, a kind of houſe kept for their 
ſakes alone : That i is, twice a week, 
good Beef and Bread provided for the 
Pon of four acjaorar eurits and aken 
ta el 
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The Virtuons Woman, 
taken order in her W ill to have the {ſame 


continued three months after her de- 


ceaſe, and by the ſame Will hath given 
an hundred pounds to be diſtributed to 
the Poor of Braintree, Felſted, Little: 
Zeez, and Much-1/althamat or ſhortly 
after her Funeral. 

And though it cannot reaſonably be 
expected from one who had no Lands 
of Inheritance,to leave charitable foun- 
dations. Yet I may, without Zyperbole, 
ſay, that every year ſhe lived,atter ſhe 
came to be Miitreſs of the Eſtate , ſhe 
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gave as much in charity as would have 


purchaſed Lands ſudicient to have en- 


dowed an Alms-houſe or Free-{chool. 


And that pious and liberal foundation 
of Rochford Alms-houſe, which though 
founded legally by a Patent granted un- 
der the Broad Seal for its confirmation, 
by the Anceſtors of that Family , of 
which ſhe bore the Title ; was by the 


death of the Founder,not endowed,yet 


as all her predeceſſors had done. 

She always paid the Alms-people 
their full deſigned Allowance, and or- 
dered by her laſt Will +6 ſhould be ſo 
done for a year after her deceale. And 
I muſt kere take leave to add, to their 
great honour, andthe ſatisfaction of all 
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The Firtuous Homagp. 
that relate to that Family, that thoſe 
Right Honourable and worthy perſans, 
to whom the eſtate deſcends , have a- 

reed to continue the ſame plentiful al- 
ance : AndifIwere worthy to ad- 
viſe them, 1would earneſtly perſwade 
them to make Legal Settlement, and 
endow it with Lands to the value 
of what they reſolve to allow , be- 
fore they make the diviſion of the 

Eſtate. 

But methinks I hear it asked, what ! 
had ſhe no Spors, no Scars, no real nor 
7mputed Bl-mifſhes ? how could ſhe live 
in ſuch an Age and not be corrupted or 
at leaſt ira4uced ? neither ſcorched by the 
fire of infection, nor b/ackxed by the 


 {moak of revengeful detrattion, tor 0- 
braiding the guilty by her innocency ? 


This overdoirg is undoing, if you would 


make us believe ſhe had no faults, we 
Thall ſooner be/zeve you have no zrath : 
And that all you have {aid hath more 


of Romaxce, and what you f:ncy, than 
Narrative of what ſhe was or did, 1 


_-confeſs *tis next toa miracle to conſider, 
both how divine Grace enlarged her 
heart, and eſtabliſhed her goings, agd 


reſtrained the tongues of.others from 
reproaching, or {hewing dithke of that 


The Virtuous Woman. 
in her, for which they deride and hate, 
not to ſay perſecute others. NN 

But I muſt implore that candowr while 
lembalm her memory, with the ſweet: 

Oyatment of her own good name, you 
granted to her vertues,which acquired 
 1t, and made it ſo fragrant. 

I therefore ſolemnly proteſt, IT have 
ſpoke the truth (though the truth in love, 
as TJamallowed and requir'd #ph.4.1 5.) 
and have not knowingly diſguiſed or 
falſified, nor dipt my pen in flattering 
colours. 


But ſince you are ſo inquiſitive, and : 


ſeem to deny me the juſt and civil free- 
dom, to draw a veil of ſilence over her 
imperfections, and your curofity will 
be peepizg under that ſacred Pall, which 
ſhould /ecure and ſhroud the worlt of 
men trom being pryed into ; and the 
Fault,and Grave,that place of darkneſs 
and forgetfulneſs,which ſhould bury all 
defects and render them inviſible, muſt 
be ranſack'd : Draw back the Curtains , 
[-t in the light, ſurvey its ſecreteſt re- 
ceſſes ; nor She, nor /1nher behall, fear 
the moſt piercing Eagle-eye or Scent : 
tot that I deny her to have been a Szz- 
»c/, «hile Tadore that Grace that made 
her a Saint, of that ſhe was a omen, 
while 
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The Virtuous Woman. 
while 1 proclaim her a 7erreſtriat 
Angel. 

But theſe three things Ifay, and will 
adhere to. 

Firſt, That ſhe was not. notoriouſly 
defective in any Grace or Vertue, but 
as eminent.in all as moſt have been for 
any ſingle one :She was not only a/7quid 
in omnibus, but omns in ſfingulis, the did 


abound in every grace. Which St. 


Gregory Naz. admires 18 Gorgoria, and 
St, Ferom in Mepotian : [ta in fingulis 
wvirtutibus eminebat, quaſi cateras nom ha, 
beret. EE 

Secondly, She was never tained with 
any ſcandalous deformity, another rare 
mercy : For though {he did humanum 
pati,. flip nowand then, or tunable it you 
will; ſhe fel/not, much leſs /ay or wal. 
lomed to defile her Garments, which 1 
teſtifie not only from my own obſerva- 
tion, but her own Pen. 


*After God had. thus favingly (I 
* hope) wrought upon me, I went on 


* conſtantly, comfortably in my Chri- 


*{tian- courſe , though I had many 

*doubts and fears to contend with : 

* And did truly obey that Precept of 

* working out my Salyation with bu 
| an 
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The Virtuous Homan. 


* and trembling, yet God was pleaſed 
*«tocarry me ſ{tillonward: And though 


*[too often broke my good reſolutions, 


*Inever renounced them, and though 
*Itoo often tript in my Journey to Hea- 
*yen, yet I never forfook my purpoſe 
* of going thither. 


Thirdly, Her very defeits and. fazt- - 


nos were {uch as others might he proud 
of, her /Yeeds would have been Flowers, 
and her 7hiſtles appeared Roſes in ano» 
ther Garden. | 
For I never heard her blamed for 
more than two faults, by the moſt curi- 
ous obſervers and inſpectors of her dif- 
poſition or behaviour. 

I. £xcefiof Charity, 

2. Defett of Anger, ox what was re- 
duceable to thoſe two, two goodly 


_ faults: But even theſe admit Apology 
more ealily than they need it. 


I. What was reputed the culpable 


excels of her Charity,was her credulous 


ealineſs, to believe moſt people good, 


. or at leaſt better than they were, Icon- 


tels ſhe did bend a little to this right 
hand error, but- if it were a bad effect, 
it proceeded from a good cauſe. For as 


*tis obſerved, that as they whoarecon- 


icious 
V 


Lo7, 
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I iN 
ſcious to themſelves of ſome A Oo 
 vils, ſcarce can eſteem any leis pocent | 
than themſelves ; ſo they that have |. ge 
clear and 77nocent hearts, are ready to. | 4, 
judge the like of others. Charity think. }| ,, 
eth no evil, and ſhe uſed this good opi- | ;c 


nion of others, as an inſtrument to 
make them what ſhe was ſo willing to 4 
ſignifie ſhe thought them : And though KF 
ſhe would never deſpair of any man, 
while ſhe found them under the 4ve n 
of Gods Authority and Ford, for even |} | 
thoſe may receive ſome nouriſhment, { 
who eat: againſt Stomach , and the | 
Seive under the Pump may be cleanſed | 
though it hold no water ; yet if {he ob- 
ſerved a perſon to ſcorn or deride the 
Scriptures , deſpiſe Gods Ordinances, 
and turn all that was ſacred into ridi- 
cule She uſed, as her Phraſe was, 
fo fet her mark upon that man ; And1 
muſt further add, She was neither ſo 
often nor lo much miſtaken in her 
judgment of perſons, as ſome ſuppo- 
led ſhe was ; they more miſcinterpret- 
1ng her civility, rhan ſhe did the others 
lanctity. 

' 2. For her Defed of Anger, which 
imples,. if it be faulty, waxt of zeal 
againſt fin, and ſraners, and ſo 'tis an 
unjuſt 


UN 
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unjuſt charge: for though 1 confeſs 
ſhe could not rage and ſtorm, anddi(- 
coyerher anger,as ſome perſonsdo,who 
yerifie the ſaying, /ra furor brevis, An- 
'ger is a kind of madneſs ; tor her ſedate, 
compoſed, ſerene mind, and ſweet, and 
amicable diſboſitio was {carce forcible 
to what was ſo contrary to her nature ; 
yet would ſhe make deeper impreſſions 
of-her diſpleaſure for great faults, than 
thoſe who appeared moſt furious; like 
a ſtill loaking- ſhower, which 'will wet 
more than a driving ſtorm. And 
therefore *twas oblerv'd, that if any 
ſervant had been faulty, they had ra- 
ther have paſſed the Gantlet thrice of 
their Lord's. moſt furious expreſſions, 
than have once been ſent for to their 
Lady's Cloſet, whole treatment was /of# 
words, but hard arguments againſt their 
faults, and like that filent lightning, 
which without the noiſe of Thunder 
melts. the Blade, and findgeth not the 
Scabbard ; neuther the friphtful hifſing, 
northe vexow'd (ting, but the peretra- 
tings oil of Scorpions. 

This little is enough to extenuate 
her, almoſt commendable faults; and 
"tis a great evidence of her goodneſs, 
that thele things were imputed as Ble- 

7 _ miſhes, 


Er 


8a £ 4 
j A.3-C OP. = "I > _ A 
F yo bs. 2 dnt: : 4 
F 6-38 1. Sent . wr  Y TY 
I ESTES oe CEP, - WIE J 
A =" 5 $24 HE 0 GS IR 
4 Eg Y » he; 
3 F 
5 4 " 
HS - 7 
SN £*-4 
4 £ 
Ss -Y » 
\ 
; 


"The Virtuons Woman, © 
taiſhes, for they who: would not ſpare 
herin theſe little errors, ſhewed plair- 
ly that ſhe was not chargeable with 
more Or greater. | P 

Iam now artived at the laſt Stage of 
this Mournful Journey, to give an ac- 
count of her {urprifing, and never & 
nough lamented death. - 


What prefages ſhe might have of its | 


hear approach ſhe never diſcovered, 
but her preparations for it had beeh 
long Fableus), it was one of the moſi 
conſtant ſubjeQts of her thinking; and 
ſhe uſed to call her walking to med:- 
tate of it, her going to Fake a tara with 
death, and it could never /wrpriſe 5 of 


take her unprepared, who was always pre- 


paring for it. | ROY 

Yet there are ſome paſſages, wor- 
thy of our remarks of the watchful kind: 
neſSof Divize Providence over his own, 
allarming them to trim their Lamps 
(as the wiſe Virgins did) againft the 
coming of the Bridegroom, and allow- 
ing them fit-opportunities to do it, as 
he {ignally did to her. 

I ſhall on this'conſideration very ſea- 
ſonably add another Tranſcript -out of 
her Ladyſhips Diary, which contains 
an account. of the laſt Sunday of- het 
healthy 
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* more than ordinary manner , car- 


The  Yirtuous Homan. 
health , being written but the very 
day before {he was taken. ill, ahd in 
which God did, it ſeems, in a moſt re- 
markable manner, rpreſſthe thoughts 
of her approaching 4iſſol/ution on her 
Soul, though there were no vifible 
ſymptoms of it then upon her Body. ' 


March 24. Sunday. 


3 S ſoon as I awaked', I blefle4 


* God ; then Imeditated and 


* endeavoured by thinking of ſome of 


*the great mercies of my lite, to ſtir 
«up my heart to return Glory to God. 
* And thoſe thoughts had this effe& 
* upon me, to melt my heart much by 
© God's loye, and to warm it with love 


 *to him. [LY 
«Then I prayed, and IT was enabled 


* in that- duty to pour out my Soul to 
* God, and my heart was in it, carried 
* out to praiſe God, and 1 was large m 
* recounting of many of God's ſpecial 
**mercies to me. And whilltt I'was 
o ne ſo, I found God mighty upon 
*my ſpirit and my heart, 1n a much 


ried 
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<« neſs, andto love him. And I tound 
* his love make great' impreſſions in 
* my Breaſt. And melting me into an 
** unuſual plenty of tears. 
«* Thoſe mercies which in an eſpeci- 
* al manner I was grateful for , were 
** the Creation and Redemption of the 
*World, and for the Goldel and the 
* Sacraments, and for free Grace, and 
* the Covenant of Grace, and for the 
« excellent means of it I had enjoyed: 
and for the great patience God hath 
«exerciſed towards . me before and 
« fince my Converſion. And: tot 
*©checks. of Conſcience when  L:had 
* finned,: and for repentance when”! 
* had doneſo. Andfora {landtified at 
*flichion, and ſupports under it. | And 
< for 1o- large a portion of worldly 
© Bleſſings. 
- *-After I had begged a Blefling upon 
©the publick- Ordinances, I went to 
** near Mr: //oodroof:: his Text was, 
* Paſs the time of your ſojourning here 
« in fears Thenafter a ſwnma- 
*.Ty .account of the Sermon, tollows: 
In: the Afrernoon I heard. again the 
fame: Perſon upon the; fame Text: 
And then follows aconcile and metho- 
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*ried out to admire God for his good. 


"The Virtuous FPormitn. 
gical recapitulation of that Sermorta]- 
af fo. © Andatter that— {<I was 
n | <inaſerious and affeted frame at both 
an F the Sermons, and was by tliem con- 
| © vincetl of the excellency of tearing 
i- | *God, and of ſpending of the remain: | 
re | *derof the term of my life in his ſer- 4 
Ic 7 vice. Anddid reſolve. to endeavour A 
c | *to ſpend the remaining; part of my 
d | © time Better. 

c « At both his Prayers I prayed with 
« fervency : afterwards1 retired, and 
t | * meditated upon the Sermons, and 
; *prayed them over. 
| 


* And 1 had allo this Evening largs 
*Meditations of Death, and. of Eter- 
{nity ; which thoughts had this effet 

« upon me, tomake me in an extraor* 

| | ©dinary awakened frame, in which. . 
| <thethings of another life were' mughy 
« realized to me, ard did make very 2 *Y 
*deep ;mpreſſions upon me. And my 20 
* Soul jd follow hard after God, toy 
Y - Grage to ſerve him better than ever 4 
*yet T had done. | : 8 
*0 [brd be plerſed to hear my Prayers, E 
© wbich. did < come out of faingd Lips ? 

* and to hear the voice of my weepmg's for 

* more holineſs, and for berng more weans 
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The Yirtwous H/oman. 


£< After Supper , I committed my 
<« ſe}f t6 God. 


= This was written the very laft day of 
her health, Monday Morning : in 
which we ſec how God realized to her, 
and. gave her. extraordinary impret- 
tons of Death, Eternity, and the Life 
to come, when he was about to bring 
her toit ; for the very next day ſhe be- 
gan to be ill of that Sickneſs of which 
12e died. 

Our excellent Z.ady was'far from their 
humour whoſe: Conſciences are {o bad 
and 429u/f company , that they hate 
folitude, and'dare not be' alone : For 
fhe loved; and even hugged her retire- 
ments as-her greateſt fatisfations. And 
though, when ſhe was called to it, ſhe 
would deny her {elf and particular in- 
elnation (as1nthe Univerſe Individuals 
dojtoobey the laws of univerſal Nature) 
to'comply witha duty ofa larger ſpread; 
as 1s related of the devout Marqueſs of 
Rerti in the two years time Bene 117 


repairing the ſeat of his Anceſtors , 
. which diverſion he cheerfully ſuffered 


a$a willing mortification, being aduty 
he owed to the Station'in which God 
had placed him. 
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$6 ſbe chearfully ſuſtained the buryy 
bf buſineſs which was inevitable to the 
acquitting her ſelf of the truft repoled 


But never did Bird take Wing,when 
tit-intangled from a Net, with greater 
theerfulneſs,for chirp ut the pleaſures 
'0f its unconfined freedom, more mer- 
Tily than ſhe did ſolace her ſelf, when 
ſhe had eſcaped the noiſe and croud of 
affairs, which rufed and tutmoyled 
her quiet,and fuſpended the enjoyment 
of her ſelf. And when her deareſt $:- 
fter was in the beginning of the laſt 
winter , about to leave her-: het 
laſt farewel ſhe took was in theſe words: 
Nowl have done my 4rzdzery (meaning 
her buſineſs). I will ſet to the renewing 
of my preparations for Z*erxty, and 
ſhe made it the repeated bulinebs of the 
hfſt winter. | 32 368- BEES 
"In the beginning of the laſt March, 
ſheſet to the making of her Will anew, 
and ſigned and ſealed it &h the twelfth 
day of the fame Month,and on the Tuct- 
day in Paſſion Week, arch 26. was 
taken with {ſome indiſpoſition, lofs of 
gppetite , And-aguiſh diſtemper, and 
ad four or 4 Fits, which yet in that 
$ealon were ' deed both by Phyſicians 
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The Firtuous Woman. 
and her Friends, more advantageoussþ 


to her health thandangerous to her life, ſit 
And in this ſtate ſhe continued freed | ko 
from her fits in her own apprehenfion, | bi 
.and inour hopes:till Friday the twelfth be 
'of April, on which day ihe roſe with || * . 
good ſtrength, and after fitting up | © 
ome time, being laid upon her Bed, 
diſcourfing cheertully ,, and pioully, F 
one of "the laſt ſentences ſhe ſpake was || * 
this, turning back the Curtain with || Þ 
her hand, | . 

Hell, Ladies, if I were one hour in C 
Heaven, I would not be again with you, . 
as well as' { love You. , 

Having then received a. kind viſit 


trom a Neighbouring Lady, at her de- 
parture ſhe rofe from her-Bed to her 
Chair, in which being ſet, ſhe {aid 
ſhe xwould go into her .Bed, but firſt 
would deffre one of the Miniſters then 
in the houle to go to prayer with her, 
and asking the company which they 
would have; ; preſently reſolv'd her 
{elf ro have im'who was going away, - 
becauſe the gather would ſtay and pray 
with her dayly. ; and immediately B& 
being called; and come; het Ladyiing 
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The FPertuons Woman. 117 3 


f ſirting in her Chair, by reaſon of her. 
KW weakneſs, for otherwiſe ſhe always 
in. | kneeled, holding an Orange in her 
54 | hand, to which ſhe ſinelt, almoſt in the 


t, | beginning of the Prayer ſhe was heard 
: to fetch a ſizh, or groan, Which was 
f eſteemed devotional, as ſhe uſed to do 
” | at other times. But a Lady looking 
' | up, who kneeled by her, ſaw her look 
ale, and her hand hang down, at 
which ſhe ſtarted up, aftrighted, and 
all applyed themſelves to help, and 
the moſt afflictively diſtreſſed of them 


; | all, ifL may fo ſpeak, whenallour ſor- 
" | rows were ſuperlative', catch'd her 
right hand , which then had loſt it's 
- | pulſe, . and never recovered it a- 
| || gain, | 
| Thus lived, thus died this Right Hp 
| | nourable Lady, this Heroick Woman, 


this Bleſſed Saint, this incomparable 
pattern of” flaming zeal for the glory of 
God, and burning charity for the good of 
”en ; in the attual exerciſe of prayer, 
by which ſhe fo often azticipated Hea- 
. vex by pregnſtation, and which now 
. wafted her longing foul intothe Holy of 
EZDÞlies, withig the vail: at the kif of 
2864's mouth, %s Moſes did, though not ws 
_—_:- i 13 
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The irtuons Woman. 
full of years, yet full of mature fruts, 
and Graces, when all men judged her 
worthy of a /owgef>but God, the only 
unerring Judge, found her full ripened 
for a better life. And ina ſweeter Eu- 
thanaſea than Auguſtus could wiſh him. 
ſelf, might claim a more triumphant 
Plaudite than he. Yea, might have 
fung her Nunc demittis with go00d old 
nnd nay, with the holy Apoſtle, 
that joyful Epinichion, 1 _—_ fought 

ood Fight, 1 have finiſued my courſe, 

Fl 7%, ave fm the faith, henceforth there 
7s laid. up for me 4 crown of righteouſnefs, 

which the Lord the righteons Fudge ſhall 

i7/e.me at that day, aud not to me only, 
4 unta them alſo 41 it lqve bis appear- 
Ld 

You have heard, though too too dry- 

ly, how ſhe fared and honoured Ged, 
I ſhould now ſhew to encourage you 
to do the like, how he honoured her, 
according, to. his word by Samnel : Him 
that honours ms, 7 will honour. And 
that of our. Saviour, He that ferveth 
me, him wif my Father bongur,; 


" But them much prevented my a 


' mJ wy what is. interwoven through all the 


be greateſt. hos 
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The Firtuons FPoman. 


your God 6an put upon his creatures, is 


to vouchſafe to uſe them, and to make 
them Veſſels off Honour, _ for their 
Mafter's ſervice, And this he cons 
ferred upon her in eminent and redou- 
bled meaſures, He imprinted on her. 
the faireſt impreſs of his moſt amiable 
tmage, and rendred her habile, and 
ready to every good word and work. 
. He gave her riches, and honour in a- 


bundars ce, AS 1s faid of Z* ehoſophat 5 and 2 Chron.19; 
yet her heart was not puffed up by 5** 


them, but /ifted up under them in the 
ways of the Lord, as it there follows. 
He gave her the Heaven upon earth, 


- (after ſome ſhivering -ſ{cruples, and 


trembling fears) the bleſſed calm of 
a purified, pacified, ſerene, and well-af- 


' fared conſcience. 


He eave her the fragrant perfume 
of an odoriferous name, and more 
than #»ſþotted, a bright, and reſplendent 
reputat1on. Oy 

He gave her many endeared Cordial 
Friends, - faithful to her as her own 
Soul, to affiſt, counſel, comfort, help 
her, and carry her through her great- 
eſt difficulties, and entangling affairs, 
concerning one of whom ſhe us'd of- 


'ten with much thankfulneſs to fay, Fe 
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was 4 Friend of God Almighty's gruins; | 
even beyond her own expeCtation. 
Fee gave her many mercitul delive- Þ| ſp 
Tances, ons very like to that Gregory 
Nazianzen inlifts fo largely on in his || pr 
Funeral Oration for his Siſter Zorgonia, | ps 
the Mules in whoſe Chariot running || to 
away, not only bruiſed, but brake her || to 
Bones, and yet God miraculouſly re-' F| ol 
: | ſftordher. Sowhenthe Horles in our I} 
> . :--: : Lady's Coach excuſed the Coach-man, Þ n 
5 - - Tan furioully away, God almoſt mira- } d 
culouſly hung the Coach againſt a Poſt | 
in the way, ſtopped their tury, reſcued |} 
her life frommoſt eminent hazard, and || t 
healed the bruiſes {he received with 
latety. This happened Fuly, 23. || 1 
F 1661, | ID ) 
FP .. He gave her the affectionate eſteem ol 4 
Ef all ter /Vezghboxrs, to ſuch a degree, |} 
that ſhe was like 7 7tus, Delicie humani || 
generii, the delight and darling of her 
Conntry, and with ſo loving a willing- 
pes did they delight to ſerve her, that 
you might; fee fifty freſh, brave and 
gallant Teams, day after day bringing 
in her provifions, without other 1nv1- 
tatton;than the bare knowledge of the 
time, which themſelves would enquire 
out ; ahd: gotlung would-grieye them 
more, 


UM 
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| more, than to be prevented in” pay-. 
ing this Tribute of Honorary Re- 
ſpect. 


He gave her {ſuch an eſteem for her 
prudent integrity, and diſcreet, and im- 
partial Righteouſneſs, that ſhe began 
tobe (an employ and honour notulual 
to her Sex) the rbirreſſ and Umpreſs 
of all the controverſies among{t adja- 
cent Neighbours, many of which ſhe 
reconciled happily, and all which ſhe 
decided wiſely and juſtly. 
 Hegaveher the univerlal approbatzon, 
lwe, admiration of all that knew her, 
that the Proverb was confuted, which 
laith, /Yho hath no Enemies, hath #0 
friends. For either ſhe had none, or 
her ways fo pleaſed the Zord, he made 
her Enemies to be at peacewith her. For 
honourable, and mean, rich, and poor, 
of all degrees, and which 1s more, of 
all per/waſians, paid her moſt kind re- 
Ipect, honoured, and lov'd her. 
Finally., he prevented her with the 
bleſſing of goodneſs, and croww'd her with 
loving kindneſs, and tender mercy. He 
made her glad with the light of his coun- 
tenance, and. (atisfied her as with mat- 


zow.and {atueſs; he granted the requeſts 


| of ber lips, and ſhut not ont her prayer: 


* ". 
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The Virtuous Homan. 


He gave her ability, and time to diſ- 
charge her truſt, and ſettle her world- 
ly afirs with honour and ſatisfaction, 
and he gave her opportunity , ſpace, 
and an heart to recollether lelf,and re. 
deem whata hurry of buſineſs had de- 
prived her of, and renew her evidences 
for Heaven. 
"OH He took out the ſing of death before 
zUamnon e- ſhe died, and the pairs of death when 
mari, ſed ſhe died, and with a kifs of his mouth 
% mu fucked up her Soul to Heaven, to be 
anicos no. jramerſed mn that fulneſs of joy, and 
reinquen. bathed in thoſe rivers of pleaſure, which 


Hierom. _ 
us are at his right hand for evermore. 


May we live like her, may we dic 
Ike her, that we may, hive with her, 
and with our common Lord, for ever. 


And for your noble Lordſhip, who 
are now inveſting -your ſelf with her 
large and noble Mantle May Eli- 


jah's ſpirit reſt upon you, as well as his 


Afantle: that you may riſe up an Eliſha 
im her place and ſtead. AR 
That Zeez may be Zeez ſtill : the 
feat of Noblenefs, and Honour, the Ho- 
fprital of Bounty, and Charity, the Sar 
CFuary of Religion, and the. fear of _ 
IS V+. " That 


The Firtuous Foman. 12} 3 
That {o you may live, and may /zve 
longer, and as much deſired,: and when 
you die ( as die you muſt, for Zeez, 
though a Paradiſe, hat: no Tree of 
Life) you may die /ater, and 4s much 
lamented as yaur Noble Predeceſlors, © 


D — 
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A Copy of that Excellent and 
Pious Letter , written to 
.the Right Honourable 
George Lord Berkeley ; 
by the Right Honourable 
Mary , late Counteſs 
Dowager of Warwick; of 
wbich Intimation is given 
in the 48-page of the fore- 


going Diſcourſe. 


| .. My Lora, 


'N obedience to your Commands 
BI haye undertaken that which 1 
F. koow Tarn very unfitto perform; 

—=*- whichs, to'give your Lordſhip 
| Rules for _E living. . Yet /becaule 

ppFricnditiip makes ould 
iy eo tllanl)ks his HOON 
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kind, -as to believe what is ſaid by 
me , will make a deeper impreſſion 
than by others who havye not lo great 
a ſhare in your Lordſhips eſteem ; 1 
have ventured upon it, not to inform 
you, as one I beheve-ignorant, ' (for 
I know,your Lordſhip to be very much 
better able to inſtruct me) but to put 
your Lordſhip in mind ;' 7hat #0t the 
knower of the Law, but the doer- of it 
(hall be juſtified ; and that, If you know 
theſe, things, happy - are you if [you ao 
them, Hor he that knows his maſters 
will, aid abth it not, ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes. 1 will begin my firſt 
Rule of Advice to your-Lordſhip,with 
deſiring you not t0*ttirh the day into 
night, «and by ſleeping- fo long 1n the 
morning, give.your elf only time in 
haſte 'to put on. your :clothes, and it 
may be ſometimes with more haſte 
fay a ſhort formal prayer to ſtop the 
mouth of a natural Conſcience, which 
tor haſte you hardly mind your -felf , 
and: therefore have little reaſon to ex- 


pet God ſhould. Therefore 1 ſhall 


adviſe your Lordſhip to go. to bed info 
good -an hour at. Mgt '» as. that you 


may Wake in {o good time, 2s you may 
not-loſc the morning, which certainly 
W-,. | I'S | 45 
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is the beſt time for the Service of 


God. * And I would have you as ſoon 
as you wake, fix your thoughts 'upon 
that God that gives you time'to think, 
and- do as Holy David did, who aid, 
As ſoon as I awake, I am with thee. 
Conſider how your Bed might have 
been your Grave, for many- every 
night go down into the place of filence, 
and there take their long and laft 


| ſkep. Conlider'alſbh what a' mercy 


fkep is , and if we miſs: but a 
nights reſt, how burdenſome and uns 
eaſie a man would be to himſelf;there+ 
fore begin the morning with 'blefling 
God for it, and then commune-with 
your heart upon your bed, and be ſtill; 
and confider what a mercy: it 1s t9 
have another day added to your-life , 
that you may make your peace / with 
God, before you go hence, and be-no 
more ſeen. Think what many a poor 


CO 5.4% ® ey 


" 'oreat regret, O my friends, 7 have hf 
4 4ay!: And another could ſay, Hewas 
ot : worthy "the name of a man , who 
ſpent a: whole day in worldly pleaſures, 
Rerhember, this little moment of time 
1s all we have given us to provide for 
| Eternity in ; and therefore not to be 
ſpent and thrown away careleſly , as 
+. #-we'had no God to ſerve, nor no 
© = _* Soul to-ſave; Therefore have 4 care, 
_ feſtit- be ſaid-of you, as'i1t was of Fe 
fabel';! I'gawe her ſpace to repent , but 
(be repented 2ot, When your Lordſhip 
has thus in- the morning brought your 
| heart'into a ſerious. frame, then my 
ſecond. Advice is, to leave your Bed, 
and as' foon as you are ready, retire to 
your Cloſet, and let none of the by- 
fneſs:of the World be firſt diſpatch- 
ed.,-(though. the Deyil be never {0 
bulie* to. perſw ade you to it) but ſay 
to all your worldly imployments, Say 
here ,; while 7 go yonder and worſhip , 
and. 7 will come to you again. When 
you have ſhut your door, and have 
{hut out outward Company, then have 
&care to ſhut out inward , vain and 
- diftracting thoughts, which will be ve- 
ry -byſie to ſteal. away your heart. Then 
I We: adviſe you to begin your pri- 
*Rc _vato 
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vate. devotions with reading: the Word 


of "God, the' Holy Scriptures ; for D2- 


Dia” fays , Hherewithal ſhall & Young 
may cleanſe his ' ways? even by taking 
heed thereunto according to thy Word. 


| {And certainly theſe Divine Oracles of 


God, are a'moſt excellent means to- 


wards the mending of our lives. 
Therefore I would have you begin e- 


very morning with reading ſome por- 
tion of it, remembring itis that Word 
by. which we muſt one day he judged. 


'When you have done this,: I would not 
adviſe you preſently to clap down up- 
-on your knees,- but firſt to' conſider 
derioully what' you are going about”, 

viz. That-you are' going about to 
ſpeak to that God , before whom the 
Angels and the Cherubins "do cov! 


their faces in token of reveretice'; 
not being able, or worthy to behold: fo 
much glory; and that 4braham (the 


Father of the Faithful) preſented him 


Jelf. before him with ſo much hum 
lity, as that he called himſelf duſt'and' 
aſhes. Therefore do you proftrate 
your ſelf before him with humility, 
remembring that he has ſaid, that he 
will have reſpe& unto the lowly; Arid 


Fer come with confidence as' to a gre 
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- cious Father,” who has promiſed, 7h 
__ whoſagver comes -untg. him, he will in 


call , he will anfwer, and. whilſt we arc 
"yet-ſpeaking, he will hear, Remember 
"that Prayer is the key of Heaven it 


your wantsto God,as to a moſt loving 
Father, with a confidence that he will 
ſupply them. - The- Scripture: tells 
you, ' Thut the effetFual fervent prayer 
of a righteaur man #vaileth much ; and 
4t. tells you , that though Alas was ; 
man ſubject to like paſſions with us , yet 
God heard him , and granted his re- 
quelts, to encourage us-to-came with 
boldne&. tq;; the- Throne- of Grace. 
[Therefore do not only make conlci- 
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kalt . moyrn.,, that you cannot mourn 


29 wiſe: caſt out, and that before we | 


1s that by which: you can -pour out all I 


for 


ther, «that ſo-the!mercies of God may 
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for Gnning againſt fo gracious a Fa- 


:melt into-an ingenuous ſorrow : 'And 
do nofleaye your prayers tillyou have 
enjoyed :fome Communion with God 
. 4n them, and then you will be fit to 
go chearfully /about your whrldly im- 
ployments.Forget not,God hath intruſt. 
ed you with Childrenand therefore re- 
member to take care they be bred up 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord ;- and to leaſon/them in their 
young and tender years with Princi- 
ples of Piety and Honour, that fo ſet- 
ting them torth in the way wherein 
they ſhould go, when they are old, 
they may not depart from it. Re- 
member aKo you have a Family to 
overn, and take up good Foſuak*s're- 
folution, that you and your houſe will 
ſerve the Lord ; and David's, who laid, 
that his eyes ſhould be on the Faith- 


' ful inthe Land, that they mightſerve 


him, and he that telleth lyes, ſhouldnor? 

tarry in his ſight. Therefore have acars - 
not to keepany that is openly profane 
and ſcandalous, but at leaſt let them 
be morally civil; and let God be {o- 
ſemnly twice a 7 publickly wore 
ſhipped by your ſelf and Family, and 
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hem good Examples, and ſay unto 
them-as Gideon did to his men 1n-ano- 
/ ther caſe, Zook on me, and do likewiſe. 
-When. you haye thus ſpent your 
morning, then I amnot ſq rigid as to 
forbid you all Recreations ; no, 1 
"» think them very neceſſary for Diver- 
8 ſion ; but /T muſt be fo ſevere as to 
þ forbid you ſuch as may put you into 
any paſſion or diſorder, which may be 
hurtful. both to Soul and Body, 
; Therefore I would abſolutely : forbid 
C  .youDice and Cards too, unleſs it be 
4 Jometimes, when you mult keep theſe 
Jimitations. Firſt, not to play all day 
Jong, as if you were. made only to 
eat ind drink , and' riſe up to' play. 

-* Far certainly, God did not give us 
time; as we give.Children Rattles, on- 
ly to play withal. Remember what 
your good Friend Dr. Z aylor lays, 
**That he that ſpends his time in ſports, 

** and calls it Recreation, is as he whoſe 
garment 15 nothing but fringes, and 
**and his meat nothing but ſauce. 
:Therefore I ſhall adviſe you, that your 
Recreations may be as your fauce , 
not as your full meat. | The ſecond 1i- 
We Mtitarion T would adviſe, 1s , not to 
* _ Play for more than you care whether Þ. 
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you win or 'loſe ; Remember that. * 
Mr. Herbert in his excellent Poets ' 
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7 Game is a4 Civil Gunpowder in 

4 © Peace, OE. OD 

6 Ft lowing up houſes with their whole 

0 ' ZBCYEeaſe; 

C 

þ My next Advice to you, is to make 

. | © good choice of your friends, and L 

- | to keepcompany moft with thoſe of * 

| them, thatare civil and religious, and þ 

\ | ingenious; for ſuch company will be 7 
both pleaſant and advantagious to you; y 

| | but the ranting Gameſters company 4 

ought. to be difoleaſing to you, for I "vi 


am ſure you may get a great deal of 
ill by them, but no good; therefore I 
let ſuch Company be rather a puniſh- M0 
ment than a choice: Next I would - 
deſire you to be as cheartful as you can; 

and to that purpoſe I would recoms 
mend to you that gaity of goodnels;; . 
that will make you moſt pleaſing ta. 7 
| _ yourſelf and others. And now (mp+; 5221 
Lord) as your Friend, you muſt giv&= 7 
|. me leave to give you not only good 
"0 Set K 3 | counſel, ein 
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connſel, but my. own experiences too 
(like Nurſes who feed their Children 
with nothing but what they have farſt 
themſelves digeſted into milk) and to 
aſſure you, that however the Devil 
and wicked. men may per{ſwade you, 
That Religion will make you melan- 
choly ; yet Ican aſſert from my own 
experience, that nothing can give you 
that comfort, ſerenity and compoled- 
neſs of minAd,as a well and orderly led 
I: ,. This; will free you from all thoſe 
ad. diſquieting. remorſes and:checks of 
conſcience: which follow an ill action , 
and give you, that peace of God that 
paſſes all underſtanding, and that con- 
tinual feaſt of a. good conſcience... This 
will make you rejoyce with joy un- 
{peakable and full of glory :. This'will 
calm your defires, and quiet your 
withes,fo as you ſhall find the conlolati- 
ons of God are not ſmall. You will 
find you have made a happy exchange, 
having Gold for Braſs, and Pearls tor 
Pebles. For truly Cmy Lord ) I-am 
upon.tryal convinced, , that all the 
pleaſures of this world are not, fatil- 
actory. We expect a great deal 
more. from them: than we. find. For 
pleaſures die in t1eir Birch, and there; 
P 2 fore , 


for 


UN 


foreas Biſhop Hall ſays,are tiot worthy 
tocame into theBills of Mortality;lmuſt 


confeſs for my own part, tliough I had 


asmuch as moſt people in this Kingdom 
topleale me;and ſaw it ingll the Glories 
of the Court, and was both . young 
and vain enough to endeavour, having 
my ſhare in all the Vanities thereof * 
yet -I never found they fatisfied me 
God having give me a Nature uncapa: 
ble of Criofaion in any thing below 
the higheſt Excellency. I never in all 
my life found real and ſatisfying Com- 
forts but in the ways of God. and Tam 
yery confident-'your . Lordſhip neyer 
will neither. . Therefore Ibeſcech you 
try this, and then I verily believe you 
will be of my opinion , That all ber 
ways are pleaſantneſs , and all her paths 
are peace, When you have ſpent what 
time vou think ft 1n your. Recreatr- 
ons, or viſiting Friends , or receiving 
Vilits from them , then I would have. 
you every day ſet ſome time apart for 
reading good Books and Meditation 
do not fear that. a little time alone 
ſhould make you melancholy, for the 
Way not to be alone, 1s to be alone, 
and you will find your ſelf never leſs 
alone , thag--when you are {o. For 

. K- 4 certainly 
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certainly:that God that makes allo-' 


thers 'good company, muſt needs: be 
beſt himſelf. Be often in. the profita- 
ble work of ſ{elf-examination, be not a 


ſtranger at home ; but pray S. Auſtins 


Prayer, Zord, make: me know thee and 
»y ſelf. You will find the practice of 
this Rule: conduce. much to the good 
of your Soul. This will make you ſee 
what fin 45 moſt predominant , and 
what grace is-moſt-:weak, and there- 
fore had need. be- ſtrengthened. It 
will keep ſin from growing undiſcern- 
ed by .you. . Remember ( my Lord ) 
the beſt Gardens had need often to be 
weeded, or elſe they will ſoon be over- 
run : and the moſt delicate neat Houſe 
mult be. often {wept:, or elſe there 
will be much dirt and duſt in it. Me- 
ditation 15 a moſt profirable Duty. 1 
would therefore-have you meditate 
lometimes on. the tranſitorinefs and 
Ciſſatisfyingnels of all this Worlds 
glories. Your Lordſhip, your ſelf; 
has, as young as you are, ſeen ſuch 
{trange Revolutions as are ſufficient to 
convince you , that there is nothing 
certain 1n this lite, but that there is no- 
thing ſo; and that all 'is vanity and 
vexation of {pirit. God has 1n:our 
$10 gg Age 
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f Ape caſt cofitempt upon- Princes, and 
ſtained all the glory of 'humane Ex- 
cellencies, to make us ceaſe typut coh- 
fidence in man, whoſe breath ts in his 
oftrils;for wherein 1s he to be account- 
ed of ? God hath famiſhed all the gods 
of the Earth, that he might be Goda- 
lone; and hath imbittered the Stream ;, 
that we might come to the Fountain. 
Therefore often meditate on this, and 
it will keep you from over-loying any 
ſublunary thing. Next I would have 
you meditate - ſometimes ' upon the 
ſhortneſs of your life, and the uncer- 
tainty of the time of your death'; 'On 
the black Abyſfus of Eternity-, and on 
the great account you mult giye of all 
you have done 1n the fleſh , whether 
it be good or evil. For we muſt all 
appear before the Fudgement:ſeat of + 
Chriſt, to receive according to what we 
have doue in the fleſh , whether good or 
evil, Iwould not keep you upon ſuch 
melancholy thoughts as theſe toolong , 

{ and therefore I would have you think 

=of the Joys of Heaven, of that Reſt 
that remains for the People of God, 
of that better Country that is a hea- 
venly one, of thar City that hath- a 
\ #2 Lpgn founda- 


5 God ,,,and of thoſe. 'Joys which 
eye. hath, not ſeen, nor ;car heard, 
nor - hath - it 'eyer entred into -the 
heart of man to conceive What God 
bath .Jajd.up- for them that love him, 


For, Heaven. will make us happy , 


not, as; Phi olophy pretends to do ; 
by. the. conhiping., but by the frui: 
veg of our .delires,. There we-ſhall 
Ig. alli. Therealt tears ſhall be wiped 
[TOM our: eyes , and: we {hall obtain 
jay..aad jgladneſs ;* and ſorrow and 
ug 


enjoy.| health without ſickneſs, joy 
without ſorrow, and happineſs to E- 
py but that which 1s above all; 
we- ſhall. be ever with the Lord, 
and. ſee. him who ſhall be all in all 
to,'us. yea we {hall follow | the 
_ Lamb, whitherſoever he goes. Such 
Meditations as theſe I would have 
You frequent in, that whilſt you arc 
muting , the fire of Heayenly Devo- 
tion may burn and  inflame your 
heart with love to God, that ſo your 
| | Meditation 


whoſe Makerand Builder 


paſt doing, as well. as paſt ſuffer: | 
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Meditation of hjmmay he. Fiveet. 1, ©, © 
h | would allo recommend to. you the fre- 
quenting of the publick Ordinances ,. 
which are excellent helps to- Devoti- 
qd | 923 for Faith comes by, hearing, and 
God has promiſed that thoſe, who wait 
upon him ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
and that he will make them joyful in 
; | his Houſe of Prayer. I know your 
j1 {| Lordſhip too well, to lay awch. to 
r{wade you to works of Charity , 
or Iam not ignorant that your Lord- 
; | ſhip abounds in good Works ; only to 
4 | courage you to, continue.in the ex- 
+ | <xcile thereof, I would pyt you mind of 
F ſome promiſes, how that 'God . hath 
q 
Y 


laid, He that giveth to the poor, lendeth 
unto the Lord, andthat whoſoever grves 
anto a Diſciple, in the name of 'a Diſci-, 
ple, though but a cup of cold water, thall 


in u0 wile loſe his reward, | 


And now (my Lord) I fear I have 
tired you with my too tedious Rules, 
and therefore I ſhall put an end to 
them, when I have given you this one, 
which is to conclude the day always 
with Prayer, and not to SVeWecf Lt) 
your eyes, nor {lumber to your e wy 
| = | |» 
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empry.profeſſions , if they do not aim 


till -you' have - called'' your ſelf tg 
an account. what mertcies you have 
received” that day , that' y6l- may 
praiſe God for them ; and what fins 
you have committed that day , that 
you*may be humbled for them. Re- 
membring what the good Primate of 
Armagh \a1d, © That the beſt man 1li- 
* vying did enough 1n the day, tobring 


. < him upoh. his knees at night. There- 


fore every night make your peace with 
God , remembring that many have 
ſhut their eyes in a healthful ſleep, 


and yet waked in another World. | 


My Lord, I have now done with my 
Rules, which I ſhould never have ven- 
tured upon, had you not aſſured me, 


that *you are confident they would by . 


Gods bleſſing do you good, and alſo 
faithfully promiſed me, that you would 
practiſe them. Which-promiſe IT muſt 
beg your Lordſhip to perform , and 
then 1 ſhall be much ſatisfied :- for 1 
aflure your Lordſhip, T am fo much 
your Friend ,- as I cannot but with 
great earnſtneſs deſire the Salyattori of 
your Soul; and indeed, all profeſſions 
of friendſhip that are made, are but 
and 
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and deſign all they can to make their 
Friends eternally happy ; -which 1 be- 
ſeech your Lordſhip to believe, 1s the 
earneſt deſire of, 


My Lord, 
ZYonr affetionate Friend and 


moſt humble Servant. 
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OCCASIONAL 
MEDITATIONS. 


Mrevitatrion L 


©pon a Damm made to ſtop 
the Water, 


His Damm that is put up 
purpoſely by this per- 
fon to keep to himſelf 
the water, declares him 

| to be no good natured 

man. Becauſe, though he is fupplyed 
by Neighbouring Springs with more 
water than he needs for his neceſſary 

ufes ; yet ſtops the Cum of it Oo 

is 


Occaſional Meditations. 


his Neighbours, who want it, deſiring 
to keep all for himlelt. 


Turn this, O my Soul, into an Oc- 
caſional Meditation , which may be 
uſeful to thee. By conſidering that 
this may not very improperly be com- 
pared to rich perſons, to whom God 
hath given with a liberal hand great 
plenty of this worlds wealth , by 
which he deſigns that they ſhould not 
only be watered themſelves, bnt water 
others alſo. But they inftead of 4:/?r- 
bating to the neceſſitous poor, incloſe to 


themſelves all that God hath beſtowed. 


upon them, to beſtow it upon their 
exceſſes in _rich-Cloaths and Furniture, 
with which they adorn their perfons 
and walls, which expences are the 
Damm which ſtops the current of their 
charity, and keeps it back from the 
poor and indigent, whole wants would 


be comfortably ſupplied by their ſuper- 


fluities. 


-:0 Lord,. | beſeech thee to humble 
me exceedingly. under the remem-: 
brance of my former guiltineſs inthis 
kind : : and make me tor the future , 
when 
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— "*Oceafional Meditations. 
when thou art pleaſed to pour thy be- 
nefits upori me, to conſider, thou! de? 
feneſt I ſhould be thy -2m20zer to con- 


veigh,as through a Conduit-Pipe, thy 


Alms to thy necefſitous poor, - and let 
me never more dare to ftop and dammi 
up what I ought with a liberal hand to 
ſow for the refreſhing of others. O 
let me willingly /arve a luſt to feed a 
Saint. And let me remember that he 


that ſows ſparingly, ſhall reap Jperinghy 
cn 


. And let me not only now and t 


drop a little for charity ; but make me 
one of thoſe perſons mentioned in thy 
word, who being liberal, deviſe liberal 
things, and by ſo doing be eftabliſh- 


ed. 


Oh, make me, as it were, anopen 
Flood-gate to water my Neighbours 
Neceſlities, that fo I may, as much as 


in me lies, be an Imitater of thy Di-" 
. vine Bounty, who doft - good to all, Ot 


make me to do foas far as Iamable,but 
eſpecially make me remember, he 
hooſhold of faith ; that ſo 1 may ſhew 
my love to him that begerrerh by loving 
him that is begotten. And ſeeing my 


---p00dneſs extendeth not to thee ; let it 
-dofoto thine. Make meto feed bun- 
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ry mouths, and cloath naked Backs, 
th at the laſt day I may be amongſt 
thoſe to whom thou wilt ſay, Come ye 
bleſſed of my father , inherit the kins- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation 


of the world, For 1 was hungry, &. | - 
3+ ( 
| | 


MEDITAT. 
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Meovoirar. IL 


Upon the Conſrderation of the 
different manner of the work- 
ing of a Bee and 45S pider. 


Hile Iam minding this deſpi- 
cable Spider , which for all 


its being fo, hath ſome of its kind that 


have the honour to inhabit the Courts 
of the moſt glorious Potentates , (for 
the inſpired Volumes tell us,they are in 
Kings Palaces) It makes me conſider, 
that the work they are ſo bulily employ- 
ed in, while they ſpin their Webs, 
(w hich is all {pun out of their own 
Bowels, without having any help irom 
any thing without them) 1s when it 15 
fimihed good for nothing ; but is ſoon 
bruſh'd-down and flung AWAY : Whilſt 
the induſtrious Bees, that are buſily em-. 
ployedin making of their uſeful Combs, 
do daily fly abroad to enable themſelves. 
to do ſo: And flying from one Flower: 


t9 another , gather from every of 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
them, that which both renews their 


own ſtrength, and yields others {weet- 


nels. 


By the Spiders work I am minded of 
a Formaliſt or proud Profeſſor , who 
works all from himſelf and his own 
itrength, andnever goes out of himſelf 
to a Promiſe to get ſtrength for his 
performances, or to work _by : And 
therefore his thin-ſpun Righteouſneſs 
1s good for nothing, and will be flung 
away. | 


The Bees going out, minds me of 
the Real Chriſtian, whois renewed in 
the Spirit of his mind, and thathe may 
be enabled co work the great work, he 
he came into the World for , he goes 
out to an Ordinance, and to Chriſt in a 
promiſe for {trength to work by, and 
by them obtains it, and this makes his 


work give hony, and become good for 


fomething, 


O Lord, I do moſt humbly beſecch 
thee, let me not: dare to. work from 
my ſelt, but to go out daily to thee,for 
abiltty to work my great and indi{pen- 
fable work with; That I may deny my 

own 


ks a & 
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Occaſtonal Meditations. 
own Righteouſneſs, and make mention 
of thine only. And may thereby find 
ſuch {weetneſs from every Ordinance 
- and Promiſe, that my Soul may be like 
t { aGarden which the Lord hath bleſſed ; 
) {| and may proſper and thrive exceed- 
] 
f 


ingly. 


Meditat. 


OE EI TEE IN ad nk. SF. Ts ke Es Ws: + 4 «with po 
) oh _ * F429 MES 4 F; £0 £423 P - - 
f > \ * y 
[3 > K \ ba p \ 
7 | Occaſional Meditations. 
- CA[104 CAHFATEORS, 
- ” , 4+ E « 4 
. > = 


MeoiTtar. III. 
Upon feeding the Poor at the 


Gate with ſome broken meat 


left at a Feaſs. 


Ow thankful are theſe poor ne- 

ceſſitous perſons, for the frag- 
ments of that Feaſt, which was ſo plen- 
tiful to thoſe who ſate within at the 
Table. Improve this, O my Soul, by 
conſidering the different Eſtate of the 
Church Triumphant, and that which 
syebMnms | 


Thatis in poſſeſſion of eternal bliſs, . 


happy 1n the fruition of God, and en- 
joys him in his fulleſt love, ang is every 
day feaſted with the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb ; when This being preſet 
Zn the body and abſent from the Lord, as 
yet without the door of Heaven, is glad 
of ſome taſts of thoſe Elixirs of plea- 
iures, which are earneſts of the pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſion and previous guſts of 


It 
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Occaſional Meditations.” 
it, and as it were ſome crumbs and pas 
rings of Glory ; ſome of the broken 
meat of thoſe bleſſed Inhabitants of the 
new ZFernſalem”s full and delicious eve- 
ry days feaſts. 


O Lord,I moſt humbly beſcech thee; 


entertain me ſometimes with ſome taſts 
of thaſe joys, which thoſe partake of 
who are preſent with thy ſelf. Let 
me ſee thee through the Lattice, till T 
can ſee thee as the pure in heart ſhall lee 


thee in another world : That ſo Imay + 


long fo be diſſolved and to be with 
Chriſt, and believing in thee let me 
even here rejoyce with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. | 


Which may make me thankful to 
thee for what I here enjoy of thee : 
Knowing that Chriſt poſſeſſed by Faith 
'S young Heaven , Glory in the bud; 


and thereby do thou raiſe my defiresto. 


T0 to thoſe celeſtial manſions where 


Glory is full blown, and where I1fhalf 


be entertained with Rivers of pleaſures 
at thy Right Hand for evermore. 


Meditat, 
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Mevirar. IL 


Of my Gardeners chuſng fine” 


young thriving S tocks fo 
graft on, and rejecting old 
and withered ones. 


\ | Y Gardiners care now he is 
 graiting,in chuſing young and 


flouriſhing Stocks, and paſling by thoſe 


whichare old or withered'; minds me 
of Gods dealings with his Creatures in 
gratung his Grace upon their hearts, 

om doing it upon old decrepid 
withered ſinners,thoſe old Stocks being 
oft[negleted by him, becauſe they wil- 


_ lingly torgat their Creator in the days 


of their youth, (when they had an in- 
ipired Precept to remember him) and 
would go on in ways of fin, and liveſo 
wholly.without God in the world, that 
he was but ſ{cldom in their thoughts, 
they relolving to indulge themſelves in 


all torbidden pleaſures, thinking that 


at 


La «a i. «< 


Occaſtozal Meditations, 


at laſt a death bed. Repentance and-ery- 
ing, of God mercy, and ſaying Zord, 
Lord, would be enough to-fit them for 
| thoſe eternal manſions whereints no 
uoholy thing {hall enter : And ſo bold- 
ly go on to add fin to fin, (upon pre- 
ſumption of mercy) while deaths rea: 
dy to cloſe their eyes, not conſidering 
that there is not in the God-breathed 
 Oracles, one example (that I remem- 
ber) of ſick-bed 1zving Repentance. 
And though therg is one of the” Thief 
upon the Croſs kept upon record, to 
keep real penitents from deſpairing of 
mercy at the cloſe of their days; yet 
there is bur one to prevent bold impent- 
tent ſinners from preſuming of mercy, 


And though the mercy of God ought 
not to be confined to any Age, yet-we 
may obſerve he doth not frequently 
work ſaving Grace in old and withering 
Creatures, but chuſes young Dilciples, 
and loves and delights to graft his Grace - 
on fuch, that they may go on to bring 
forth more fruit in their Age, having 

iven God the Spring and May of their 
5 by a ſolemn At of an early felf- 
dedication to him, and chuſing to walk 
10 allhis ways. Any who by ſetting 
J forth 


# 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
forth betimes in their journey to Hea- 


ven, have a long time to glorife | 


Godin : and to beexamplesand encou- 
ragers to others to come in, to ſerve 
God, by aſſuring them that // h:5 ways 
are pleaſantneſf, and his paths: peace, 
And that his' yoak #s eaſfte, to thoſe who 
take it on them, though it may gall 


their Necks that ſtruggle at it, and are | 


unwilling to bear it. 


O Lord, Ido moſt humbly beſtech 
thee by this occaſional Meditation, let 


my heart be lifted up in the high prai- 


fes of thee my great and good God, for 
not ſuffering me to continye ſdlong un- 
der the reigning power of ſin, as to 
be caſt off as an old and too withered 
a ſtock to graft Grace upon, but that 
thou wert pleaſed to ſhew me the Beau- 
ties of Holineſs betimes, before the 
Autamn of my age. Though, Lord, 


1 do confeſs, with S. Avgnftiz , that 


too late, Lord, too late I knew ard 
lov'd thee, and do heartily grieve that 
I did not, as I ſhould, devote all the 
{pring of my years to thee, but did 


give ſome of my green time to vanity | 


and folly, being then too conformable 


tothe wicked world, and too little con- Þþ 


formable tothy bleſſed Will. But .þ 
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But oh for ever admired bethy mer- _ 
cy that did pluck me as a Fire-brand 
out of the Fire, and left me-not to be 
fuel for everlaſting Burnings. Thou 
mighteſt then Lord, juſtly have ſaid to 


-me ; Zhouthat art filthy, be filthy ſtill : 


and —_— have puniſhed my former 
fins with leaving me to die in my fins. 
But bleſſed be thy name, that thou didſt 

implant in me ſome of the Graces of 
thy ſweet and holy Spirit, before my: 
old age, by which thou haſt been plea- 
{ed to give me more time to ſerve thee, 
and taſte the pleaſures which are to be 
found in doing ſo. And haſt thereby 


enabled me to declare to others what F 


have my felf long experimented, that 
thou art good to the Soul that ſeeks thee : 
and the pureſt , moſt fatisfying and 
laſting pleaſures are to be' found in an 
holy and ſtric} walking with thee, 
and that, 2 keeping thy Commandments 
there ts, preat reward, And that rouge 

ous perſons have their joys, thought! 

blind Sodomites of the world want eyes. 


 toſee them. O Lord, make me now 


in my old age bring forth more fruit, 


; | that ſo thou mayſt not ſay of me, as 


juſtly 


Occaſional Meditations. | 
as juſtly thou didſt of the fruitleſs Fig. 
tree, Cut it down, why cumbereſt tho: 
” the ground: | 


a. 
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Mevpirtar. V. 


Opon looking out of my Win- 
dow at Chelley upon 
the Thames. 


His {weet River which I looked 
upon with ſomuch pleaſure and 
delight, while it was {mooth, ſerene 
and calm, when a ſudden Tempeſt 
role unexpettedly, and made it rough 
and troubled, proved rather frightful, 
than delightful to me, and made me 
ſhut my. Window, and ceaſe looking 
ON 1T. 


This minds me what an alluring at- 


| traQtiveneſs there is in perſons calm 


and patient, free from the boiſterous 


| diſorders of turbulent paſſions, who 
entertain the eyes of all Beholders-de-- 


lightfully, while they continue fo. 


But if that admired Gentleneſs be by a 
| Indden eruption of their paſſions turn'd 
> 6” « » 
; into 
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 Occaſtonal Meditations. | 
into fury, the very form of their viſage 
ſeemsto be changed, and looks fright: 


ful to all Beholders, and very unally> 
ring; | 


'O Lord, 1 beſeech thee make me 
more than eyer to ſtudy and praQilc 
thoſe Chriſftran adorning- Graces of 
Meeknelſs and Patience, that thereby | 
may evince to others how gr cat Beau- 
ty there is in being calm and free-from 
unbeſeeming and violent paſſions, and 
that1-may bySweetneſs and Gentleneſs 


adorn. my holy Profeſſion, and excite 


others to be imitaters of thoſe.Graces, 


F 
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u MEDITAT. VL 


We Upon ſeeing 4 fine Carpet ta- 


| ken off aduſtyT able. 


[ 

L& Bike .- ; pt & 

m 1 this fine Carpet was up- | 
df - on the Table it appeared ve- p 7 


is | ry fine and clean ; but when that a= 
te | dorning Cover was removed ,”* how 
$. | foul andduſty was it found to be. 


This minds me of a formal Profeſſor, 
which puts all his Religion informalt- 
ty of outward Duties, and Geſtures, 

'which to Beholders make him appear 
decently. Burtall this while under that 
outfide appeatatice of Devotion his 
heart is naſty and duſty, his care beang 

only (like a painted Sepulchre) to ap- 

pear beautiful without, whilſt within 3 
there is all uncleanneſs, and ſo thinks +5759 
by putting on an hypocritical outlide 1 

-tohide all his faults, and ferve the De- 
-v1l ſecurely in Chrift's Livery. 


M O Lord, 


®.. 
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O Lord, I humbly belcech thee ſuf- 
fer m@ not to-fatishe my ſelf with the 
outward formality of Duties, which 
may ſeem well to my lookers on. But 
make me mind the inward and {piritu- 
al performance, and how my heart is 
affefted m them. And letme look to 
heart cleaniing, knowing, that thou 
my great God lookelt to the heart. And 
that. though I may by covering, over 

, adufty. heart with a fine outward for: 
mality, deceive men, I cannot deceive 
thee the great heart-learcher, before 
whom. al things are naked and open. 


MEDITAT. 
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thers ſeeing, ſnatched up his 
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MEDITAT. VIL 


Cpon childrens playing in the 
ſtreets, and falling to 
fight, &. | 


Hefſe Children by the dalight they 


take intheir play not only forget the 
time allotted for their recreation, and 
ſlip the hour preſcribed tor their re- 
turn, to learn their Leflons in, and 


| have not only thereby ventured a 
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whipping, but have fallen out amongſt _ 


themſelves, tearing one anothers. tas 
ces : which one of their offended- Fa» 


ſeverely corredted him, whieethe 
perſons1n the {treet beholding, though 
they. knew neither the Child, nor the 
perſon that ended the Fray, by taking 
away the Fighter, concluded by the 
correftion that he gave, thathewas the 
careful Father of the Child, who hatl 
us'd his Rod to prevent, perhaf, the 
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This may be uſeful to mind me of 
the great Father of all the Families of 
the Earth's wiſe proceeding with his 
Children, when he ſees them waſting of 
their time about things of no concern- 
ment, which ought to be employed in 
learning what is of everlaſting concern- 
ment, and are quarrelling and fighting 
not againſt their luſts, but one againſt 
another. He doth,to prevent the miſchief 
they might do. each other, corre them 
ſeaſonably, by which he ſhews his 
fatherly care of them. 


- O Lord, I do moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, ſanftifie this Meditation to me, 


_ that. 1 may remember, that though 


there js no knowledge either of love or 
2d&by all thatis before us ; and that 
thy out ward diſpenſations are 


- often the dark to us; yet itisa ſign 


of Sonſhip that thou corrects a diſobe- 
dient careleſs Child. 

And therefore let me not in an afliQ- 
ed condition ( if thou by thy provi- 
dence ſhalt again bring me into it) 


thinkhat thou hateſt me, but that 


thouart a moſt Gracious Father, who 
ei 1 'P _ _-- correCteſt 


_ Occaſconal Meditations.” x65 
. correteſt me in faithfulneſs to prevent 


what thou foreſceſt, and I did not, 
would miſchief me. 


MEDITAF, 
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MEDITAT: VHI 


Upon the lighting many Can- 


"ales at one, 


*His. Candle. that hath lighted ſo 

many, ſtill gives as much light as 

It did before, and hath loſt nothing by 
what it hath imparted unto them. 


Imprave this, oh my. Soul, by COn- 
ſidering,that ſome excellent Chriſtians 
( hok as the inſpired Volumes tell us of 
that admirable perſon S. Fohn Baptiſt, 
who was a burning and a fhining 
Light ) are fo conſpicuous, that all Be- 
holders take notice-of their well order- 
ed converſation, their Light ſo ſhining 
betore men, that others ſeeing their 


/ good works are thereby excited to. 


glorifie God, andare alſo ſo communi- 
cative of that light wherewith, God 
hath vouchſafed to enlighten their un- 
derſtandings, that they are in a ſpiri- 
rual ſenle, what #ob ſaid he was in a- 


nother, | 


UMI 
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nother , eyes to the blind - aad are 
fill teaching young Diſciples what: 
they who are old haye been taught of 
God ; and fo train them up in the 
| School of Chriſtianity. And yet by 
imparting their knowledge of God, 
know him not the lefs themfelves, but 
many times the more, and by inform- 
ing them of the pleaſures of Religion, 
bring them into the holy path which 
leads to eternal life, yet hinder not 
their own progrels toward Hea- 
VCIl- 


—— 
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O Lord, 1 n« imbly  befeech 
thee, let this Meditation provoke me, 
more than eyer yet I have gone, to 
impart to my Fellow Chniſtians, ( e- 
ſpecially my Family, under my autho- 
Tity ) what I know of thee, that by 
my declaring how good a God thou art, 
I may bring many others to know thee, 
not only with a general, but an expe- 
rimnental knowledge; which will make 
them ſay. as I do, -Zhat thou art. good, 
and doſt good. O let me by declarin 
what thou haſt done for my Soul, cauſe 
others to joyn with me in adoring thee 
for thy greatneſs, and loving thee for 
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thy goodneſs ; that ſo we may magni- 
fie thy name together. And I may be 
inſtrumental to impart light to others, 
and be made a burning and a ſhining 
Light my ſelf. oo 


C 


MEDITAT. 


UM 
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53s MEDITAT. IX 


Upon the drawing of the 
WWindow-curtains to pre- 


vent the Suns putting, out 
the Fire, 


Sſoan as I perceived that the Thi- 
ning of the Sun into the Room, 
would put out the Fire, inſtantly drew 
the Window-curtains to prevent it. 


Which minds me of -the- neceſlity 
there is, that God {ſhould ſometimes, 

( when he ſees the Fire of Celeſtial 
Love, in the hearts of his People,. in 
danger of being put out by other 

| flames) take that away fromus which 
would take us away from him. And 
if he doth it not by death, yet to pre- 
vent our cooling inour affe&tions, doth, 
asit were, by ſome dark providence, 
draw a Curtain between us and what 


we doat upon. | | 
© Lord, 


wo ly ad cb __ . : 
G 4 oe Ee ion er FARE. 2. 
boy » 2» bo Ne ee 
; 
LY . 
- 


: OBE Ten on, ROS. C24 
Oc, fronal Head: ? 
Ca FAELOPS, 


- OLord, I beleech thee: when thay 
ſeeft the Fire of thy Love in my heart, 
ready tobe put out by any thing, be {o 
merciful as to draw what obſcuring 
Curtain thou pleafeft, to hinder it, that 
my love to-thy Divine Majetty, may 
be like the Fire upon the Altar that 
never went 'out. Olet it neverbe cx- 
tinguii}'d by any earthly object. But 
tet my love to thee drown and fwallow 
upall creature-loves. Oblot out every 
name from my corrupted heart, that 
hinders the deeper engraving of thy 
nattie there;anFremoye me from what, 
and wham thou wilt ; {o thou wilt 
thereby bring me nearex to. thy felt. 
Oh, though 1 have ſparks for: Crea- 


tures, yet let my greateſt blaze, blaze 


towards. Heaven. Area. 


D 
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tumſcli” to Hell thereby. 


! 


ME-DiI.T AT. X 


Upon 2 perſon who had great 
knowledge, and very quick, 
but unſanitified parts. 


(2 His perſon, who is in this very 


prophane . Age celebrated for a 


I creat //#, and 1s very acceptable to 


all-bis companions upon that account, 
does.yet.make ſo very ill uſe of thoſe a- 


I cute. parts God hath been pleaſed to be- 


tow upon him, that he improves them 
ly tro make jeſs, and to /augh at all 
that 15 either ſerious or ſacred, endea- 


I vouring as much as in him lies, to make 
J all Devotion be turn'd into Rzazerte: 
J and ſo abuſes all the knowledge that 


God hath beſtowed upon.him, ſo con- 
trary to the d:ſi2» for which 'twas gj- 
ven him, gf g/orifyivg bis preat Crea- 
tor ; "that he only turns it againſt hz, 
to his own final deſtruction without re- 
ee » Uſing it as a Torch to light 


O Lord 
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172 - Occaſional Meditations. 


L O Lord, 1 moft humbly beſcec 
thee let this Meditation make me chuf: 
to have a little ſanCtified knowledge] 
rather than the moſt raiſed and quick 
parts unlanCtified, and help me. to im 
prove thoſe parts thou haſt beſtowed Us 
upon: me, to thy Honour, that I may 
never fight againſt thee with thy own 

v weapons, but may bring {ome Glory 

8 to thee by them. O be pleaſed togiveJ, 

2 me Zzight in my Head, and Frire inmy 

Heart, even that Fire from Heaven, 

by which 1 may inflame others with} 

true zeal for thy Glory , that uſing U"? 

thoſe "weak parts for thee | thon # 

haft vouchſafed ro me, I may by the 

littke knowledge I have be lighted to f!! 

the Regions of Blifs , whilſt others | 

4. with their greater knowledge, devoid 

of Grace, go down to utter darkneſs, U*\ 


MEDITAT. 


yy 


Occaſeonal IMeaitations: 73 


MEDIT-A T XL 


UICK 

un . R 

vedfpon ſeeing a Silk-worm 
nay} > : 

= 1, ſpin, 

Ty 

wel, Ek we.” 7 

my His Silk-worm hath fora long- 
en, time entertained my Eyes with 
ith Joblerving how bukily it was employed 


n ſpinning its curious Threads of Silk : 
on Jand that when it had made it's purſe of 
he Jilk, into which it has confin'd it ſelf, 
to if the Looker to it does not wind off 
rs (what it has ſpun, rather than it will _ 
d Ekep that weight of Silk upon its Back, #* 
& itwill makea way to get from under 1t 
byeatinga hole atthe top of it, and ſo 


flings it off. 


Which minds me of thoſe very vain 
| Iperſons that are puffed up with their 
« Ibeing adorned with fine Cloaths, which | 
is being proud of putting on of that 
which the Silk-worm puts off. 


=: This may be.uſciul to caution me A; 
\ gainſt 


Occafional Meditations. 
gainft loving and: delighting in find 
Silks. When Ido conſider that all the 
fineſt and beſt mingled ones thatcan be 
put on to adorn me with, areall ſpun 
by a poor Horm : and that to be proud 
of Fine Cloaths, 1s tobe 1o of that, 
- which is the »onument of our Sing for 
if Adam had not ſinned, we ſhould have 
had no need of cloathing to have hid 
- our ſhame. And that even Pearls whichfſ 
are by many purchaſed at fo- dear a} 
rate, that they may adorn themſelves 
with them, are but the ſickreff of the} 
Efþ ; and that Crimſon, with which 
crown'd Heads are often cloathed, 1s 
dyed with the blood of a Fiſh and 
that even Go/d and Sihver for which 
mariy perſons venture their ior 
part, is digged out of the entrails of 
the earth. And tis in the in{pired Vo-f] , 
lume told us, that He tat loves Sil- 
ver ſhall not be ſatisfied with Sitver : 
Nor is all the Gold that is in all the 
Mines in the whole world worth one || 
:Mmortal Soul. 


' O Lord, I do moſt humbly implore, 
that thou wouldſt by theſe conlidera- 
tions of the inconſiderableneſs that 15 
in þ 


\ 


Octafional At, edit ations. 


1 -in all theſe glittering  adornments , 
which poor, deluded, proud perſons 


look ' on © with eyes of admiration. 
Humble me exceedingly for having 
in my youth been too guilty of this 
ſin of too much loving, and delightthg 
in fine Cloaths, being then too much 


| taken up with the adorning of my wi/e 


body, and too little ſo, with adorning of 


my better part. 


O Lord, make me for the time to 
come to watchagainſt this ſin,which did 
{o eaſily beſet me, and let me never 
more lift up my Soul to this tinſel and 
pagentery vanity : but make me ſtudy 
to be like the King's Daughter , all 
glorious within. And though thou my 
God has told us, that thoſe that wear 
gay Apparel are in King's Houſes, and 
that in thy inſpired Volume the Virtu- 
ous Woman 1s faid to have all her 
H#uſhold cloarhed with fearlet,, and 


- that her own c/oarhizs is Sk and Pur- 


ple, which ſeems to intimate that it is 
not unlawful to wear St, Scarlet, and 
Purple, and that the S:/y-worm was not 
made only to ſpin for the proud. Yet, 


O Lord, I do beſcech thee, let me 
a never 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
never more yield to that pitytul tem- 
ptation of being drawn to eſteem either 
others, or my 1elt upon the , account 
of being ſet out with much bravery : 
but let me value more, others my Fel- 
low Chriſtians,. and prize more in my 
" ; | 
jelf, the adorning of a {weet , meek, 
quiet, contented ſpirit; which is in thy 
fight of great value. And if I be ad- 
oried with the Graces of thy Holy 
Spirit, help me to conſider they will 
make me beautiful to all eternity , 


' here as all my bodily adornments 


arepull'd of at night when Igo to reſt, 
and muſt be all for ever parted with at 
the night of death by me. 


O Lord, therefore be pleaſed to 
make me often call to my remem- 
brance the very great and ſenſible plea- 
fure, I have often experienced in 
cloathing naked Backs, when thou haſt 
tet me have the honour of being thy 
Almoner, and diſpenſedſt thy charity 
through my hands to thy neceſſitous 
poor ; and let that make me rather to 
chuſe to cloath naked Backs, than to 


a idle eyes, and rather to chuſe to 


ee many of my Fellow Creatures kept 
warm, 
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+ Otcafional Meditations, W7y% 
gore covered with my Charity, ' ; 
i plain, but warm Apparel, than to 
| ſtarve my Charity , by putting upon 
 tny ſelf one rich laced Gown, which 
would, if ſold, and diſtributed unto 
the Poor , make many decent, and 
convenient Gowns for leyeral indigent 
perſons. 


 Octaſtonal Meditations., 


MEDITAT.. XI. 


Upon de ſing 4 friend to pre- 


ſerve ſafe for me ſome pre- 


ctous things, which were 
kept for me, till I needed 
them , and then ſea- 
ſonably produced to help 
ME. 


C. 


Ow earneſtly did I defire my | 
Friend to lay up ſafe for me | 


heſe things, and*how faithfully hath 


e preſerved them, and how ſeaſon- 
ably hath he produced them for me at- | 


my need ? 

This may be uſeful to excite me, to 
Practice gratitude., to.my beſt and 
higheſt Friend , to whom TI have oft 
{ent up the reſpirations of Soul, that 


he would keep for me bcth thoſe 


Traths I have learnt out of his Sacred 
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RE Octafional Meditations: 
Word, and thoſe experiencesiÞ have 
| kad of his Goodneſs , | and; fupports 
youchfafed me under afflicting'provi- 
dences, not daring to truft to my me- 
mory only, theſe engaging mexcies1 
have received, leſt his Word and beris- 
'- | fits ſhould ſlipout of my mind; and] 
have petitioned him alſo, that he would * 
bring afreſh into my mind thoſe 
e | Iruths, when Imoſt needed them. 

1 O Lord, I adore thee for bringing 
again afreſh to my Memory , thoſe 
- | ſupporting promiſes , to ftrengthen_ 
{| (my weak Faith, when I moſt needed 
P | them , Which thou did preſerve for 
me, till the times of my greateſt ext- 
rencies , and didit then comfort me 
by mem: II nn 
\ And, O Lord, I do alfo thankfully 
6 | acknowledge, that when thou didit 
i | as a gracious Father , chaſtiſe me by 
- | affictions for my enormities , and I 
t | was even ready to faint in taking that 
wholeſome Soul Phylick, of thy pre- 
» | f{cribing, that thou werrt then pleaſed, 
| by my conſidering the benefits which 
t | had formerly accrued to my better 
t 
] 


part, by ſanQified afliftions, to make |. 
me not only in ſome good meaſure 
. patient under them ; but didſt alſo 


N 2 maks 


Ocgafiona! Meditations. 
Make me to believe, they would be 
for my ſpiritual good. And this thoy 
made(t my Memory a Cabinet, to pre- 
ſerve my own experiences, that they 
might be {eaſonably produc'd to keep 
me from doing, as /ſachar did, crouch 
downunder my burdens. 


MEDITIAT. 


UMI 


Occaſional Meadrtations. 
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MEDITA T.. XI. 


Upon. my often waking in 
the 'mght , aud preſently 


4 


falling afleep again. 


" YOw often have I, awaked this 
' Night, and inſtantly fallen a- 
ſleep. again? being ſo'drowhie , that 
I could not long keep my ſelf from 
ſlumbring. | = 
This may be uſeful to mind me- of 
my Spiritual Condition, having oft 
been in 2n awakened frame , in 
which I have been put upon ſeek- 
ing after the great things of Eter- 
nal Concernment , which have then 
been fo reakſed unto me , as to 
take deep impreſſtons upon my hearr, 
and hath made my®Soul to follow 
hard after God for Mercy, and for 
power to ſerve amen but alas! 
4 | 5 
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"Occafiontl Meditations. 
how ſoon have. I by carnal ſecurity 
been drowſie and fallen aſleep agains 
and though: in the Divine Records 
of Gogs revealed Will unto us : he 
hath- Bid: us}, that we ſhould not 
ſleep as do others, but that we ſhould 
- watchful ; yet 1 have been apt to 


WG Ny. piritnal ſenſe , what 
A$ faid' of at reſt (which' is a 
ſhutting up! of the Senſes) cancerning 


forget. uchar ws and\to' fay to 


Lazarus ; that if he ſlept he ſhould ao. 


well, ( though I flept, it ſhould be 
well with Fee) 


= '0. Lond, I do. moſt hymbly 
tw thee ,, do unto Ne , as thou 


thoy.. wauldſt do unto him ;, 
come and awaken me out of my 


o + F 
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”0 Jig me” no. longer be {6 unequal 
a -Devations ,. as.. to have my 


Cav ne El a Morning, Dew, which 
Toon . paſſes; away ; and ſo -be ſome- 


Hes awake. and ſometimes aſleep. 
ut let me be kept watchful, by the 


.erious fenſe ofwmy mortality 3 3 and 


of the. ftrift account I muſt; giye to 


ghee, of all that I have. done in the 


| Vi $781 fleit, 


£ 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
fleſh, whether 'it be good or enl: 
And when thou ſeeit me falling again 
into my Spiritual Lethargy , do thou 
lay unto me, as the Mariners in the 


ſtorm did unto Foxah ; Ariſe thou ſlug- 
gard and call upon thy God. 
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REFLECTION IL. 


Ord when Iread in thy Word, 
of the man after thine own 
, heart, ſaying, Rivers of wa _ 
ters rux down mine eyes, be- * 
cauſe men keep not thy- commandments 5 
and yet conſider that I am fo far from 
imitating him, that I can many times 
ſuffer fin to be upon my brother , with- 
out ſo much as giving him reproof for 
1t, or adviſing him, ſo 'much as to coft- 
ſider whows he offends by it : Nay, ſomes» 
| tunes I am ready fo make 4 mock of fits 


Pious Refleftions 


and to /avgh at that which is a grief 
to thy Holy Spirit. O Lord, I beſeech 
thee humble me under this conſidera- 
tion ,, and make me for the time to 
come to imitate holy Davidzin my cha- | | 
rity towards my offending Brother, 
And with thy ſervant Zo to have niy | 
ſoul vexed in hearing and. ſeeing the fil- | 
thy communication p fbe wicked. Olet | 
me be ſo charitable as to weep over | 
the Soul of my offending Brother, and | 
let me, as much as in me les, help him } 
ont of the ſnare of ſin, and by my 
Frayers, and holy Example , help him I - 
towards Heaven, J 


- F33 


' apon ſeveral Scriptares. kg 


h REFLECT. Hl. 


a- | Jonah 4. 9. Then ſald the Lord, 
T, doſt thou well to be angry for 
L the gourd? and he ſaid, 1 do 


th well to be angry even unto 
r | death, 

a | 

FF | 

y | | Be. when I read of this peeviſs 
a | Prophet Fonah , who becaule 


thou waſt merciful unto the repent- 
ing Ninevites, and didſt not deſtroy 
them in forty days, according to what 
he had proclaimed, was ſo diſcontent- 
ed, that when thou expoftulatedſt with 
him, and askedſt him, whether he die 
well to be angry; he was fo far from 
confeſſize his fault, as that herſeemed 
to dare to approve it even to thy ve 
face, by theſe words, 7 do welf to be "1 
angry even unto death. O Lord, how v.88 
doth this ſhew me the madneſs of this 5 
paſſion of anger., and diſcontent , 
. which doth for the preſent fo far dt 
| firaft us, that we.are ready to juſtifie | 


a 
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Piows Reflections 


a fault in ſtead of begging pardon 
for it ? O Lord, I do therefore moſt 
humbly beſcech thee, to inable me , 
to be flow zo anger, remembring that 
thou haſt told me'; that he that is flow 
to anger, ts better thamthe mighty ; and 
he that geverns his Sipirit, than he that 
takes a City ; and he that hath no rule 
over his ſpirit, is as a City that hath 30 
wall, Obring all my paſrons into 
ſubjeCtion to my reaſon, and my reaſoz 
' tomy Melegion. Let me not fret my 
ſelf in any wiſe to do evil, nor to be an- 
gry, and fin in my Anger, but give rhe 
a meek, quiet , contented ſpirit, which is 
in thy ſight of great value, Let me 
learn of thee to be meek and lowly, that / 
may fink reſt unto my ſoul, 
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REFLECT. 101. 


j | Mark 9. 5. And Peter anſwered 
z and ſaid to Jeſus, maſter it 
, 75 good for us tobe here. 


of Peter's, that it is good to be 
here : this makes me refle& upon my 
© | ſelf, inrelation to this preſent World; 
5 F who, am often times, when 1 am de- 
- | lighted with any thing here below, 
/ | which doth pleaſe my ſenſual appetite, 
ready to ſay 'tis good to be here. But , 
O Zord, 1 beſeech thee do thou then 
lay to INC, vp aud be going, for here- is 
zof your reſf, Look beyond things 
temporal! to thoſe which are eternal :.' 
theſe worldly pleaſures dye in the 
birth, and therefore' are not worthy + 
' to come into the Bill of Mortality: 
make me to conſider theſe things can- 
- not ſatisfie me for a --omext, euch leſs; 
for eternity , and that though the world ' 
- ſeems to k;ſs me, *tis but to fab me, 
though it makes me ſpor? , 'tis but to. 


0 

= | 

z | Ord, when I peruſe theſe words 
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.\. Prons Reflettions 


put Out my eyes ; it promiſes much, bur 

performs zothing ;..and therefore let 

me not lay, *tis good tobe here ; butlet 

me ſeek atter that city that hath founda. 

tions, whoſe maker and builder is God, 

after ' that better conntry ; that is an 
eaventy: 


oh ſeveral Seriptures. 


x l . 


ct | INE PISS 
wo REFLE CT... LY ..om: 
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Gl... 6 et 
” | John 4. 28: The womunleft her 

waterpot. - T6365, Ui 


k "o. 


MM | 0. 5, IQO2 oh nt 
|] Ord! when Licad that'afterliou 
| 3 4. wert pleaſed to inſtrutt the, Sa 

$ 7:aritaz woman , that: 'thow avert the 
Sf the Saviour of the) #orid'; he 
preſently left her water-pot;5-and' went 

| into the City to inform! others; that 
they alſo might come and be bleſſed 
with a ſightof him, who is the deſire 

of all Nations: O Lord, this doth 
indeed convince me, that the Soz/ that 

| once findeth thee, is prefently con- 
tent to part with a// : For this wo- 
than, before thy revealing thy ſelf 

to her, was bulied4 about her wa- 
ter-pot, and her worldly unployments: 

ut after ſhe had found the. .4Z://ras ,, 

ſhe could (as it wefe for joy) forget 
* | het water-por, and willingly part with 
it, to inform her Neighbours what ſhe 


had found , that they alfo might have - 
apart with her. O Lord, that thou 
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wouldit inable me alfo, to leave all to 
follow thee ; and that I may like S- 
mon. Peter ,, who when*thou called(t 
him from his fiſhing , /ef# his ets 
Pſtraight-way , and followed thee ; leaye | 
alfriy worldly wealth and follow thee, | 
and count all things dung. and aroſs to | 
gain thee, and with the man ſpoken of | 
in the Goſpel, /c!/ all. ro obtain the pearl | 
afigreateſ#prece;; that having found Fe- 
fas olmidy willingly pate with all for | 
xhee';-andhaving thee, may ſay 7 have | 
whbpb)<Lord I am willing, if thot | 
xalP{F mectit; to leave my waver-pot, | 
znd my ets, and all for'thee. 
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on ſeveral Sriprures. 


+. REFLECT. 'V. 


bu Adts 24. 2 5. And as' bo rein 


of | ed of riobreouſueſs, tenpe- 
x1 F +: rance and judgement, fo come * 
e- Felix trembled , and anſwers | 
- | ed, Go thy way for this time, 
hy when | have @ tonvenient 
i, | ſeaſon I will hear thee. 


Ord , when I peruſe this Verſe, 

and ſee that thy choſen Veſlel , 
though a Priſoger, as he reafoned of 
, Righteou fneſs, Temperance and Judge- 
= ement- to come, - could: make Felix 
tremble ; and yethe could pur him off 
fo »nother ſeaſon. This makes'me 
to refle& upon my ſelf, in regard of the 
ood motions, that the holy Spirit many 
o times comes to me with, as it were, ift 
ehie cool of the day,when the heat of temp- 
f2tion is; over, faying, Dot thou well to 
$: yy ? dof chow well to leve this 
O 2 world ? 
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Pious Refledtions 


world ? Doſt thou not remember God 
hath bid the not to love this world, nor 

to conſume thy days in wanity , nor to 
be vain its thy imaginations ? But God 
has bid thee work out thy ſalvation 
with fear and trembling, and give all di- 
ligence to make thy calling ana elettion 
” A » Remember thou haſt agreat work 
to do, and thou haſt but a little moment 
to do it in ; thy body is but duſt, and muſt 
ſoon return to duſt; but thy ſoul is made 
for eternity; it muſt- laſt for ever, its 
wore worth than. an whole world, there- 
fore ſeek reſt for that therefore look beyond 
things temporal to thoſe that are e- 
ternal, Lay up for thy ſelf treaſure 
zn heaven, and let thy heart bg there 


alſo, 


O Lord, how often hath thy #leſſed 
Sprrit thus, as it were , whiſpered into 
my Soul ;. and though upon ſuch ſeri- 
ous conſiderations, I have with Fel;x 
trembled, for the preſent ; yet Thave 
with him alſo ſaid , Go thy way for 
this time ,, when I have a conventent 
ſeaſon IT will hear thee. \. But, O Lord, 
I beſeech thee pardon this procraſts- 
nation, and putting off good xr efolu- 
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my heart , by any good motion, 
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on ſeveral Scriptures 


able me to make haſte , and not de- 
lay to keep thy commandments , and 
to follow the example of the Pro- 
digal, who ſaid, he would ariſe and 


go to his Father , and he ſtraightway . 


aroſe and went , according to his re- 
ſolution and promiſe. Make me, 


Lord , to remember that it 15 to day, - 


if I will hear thy voice, that 7 muff 
not harden my\ heart, and that »ov 
is the accepted time ; now is the day 
of ſalvation. Let me therefore now 
work the work of God whilſt it is day, 


for the night cometh whereim no man 


can work. Lord, make me to conf1- 
der , that if 1t be hard to repent ro 
day, it will be much harder to mor- 
row : and — — no aſſurance 
that I ſhall live wi tomorrow. Make 
me therefore to. remember thee my 
Creator in the days of my youth , be- 
ore the evil days come, wherein 7 
ſhall ſay, 7 have 20 pleaſure in them; 
and with the wiſe Virgins to pre- 
pare to meet the Bridegroom of my 


* ſoul, with my lamp ready and well fur- 


ziſhed with oy! , that when thy bleſſed 
Spirit , next knocks at the door -of 
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*tzons for the time paſt , and now in- 


Pious Refleftions 


I: may ; preſently entertain it with 
careſſes and ſatisfaction , and not ſay 
with Felix , . Go thy way for this 
fizme , when 7 have a4 More COAVent- 


ent ſeaſon 7 will hear thee. 


UN 
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on. ſevert! Scriptures © 


,, 


REFLECT. 'VL.: 


2 ham. 12.8, Aud Davids an- 
ger was greatly kindled 4» 
gainſt the man, and he ſaid to 
Nathan, As theLord liwveth,the 
man that hath done this thing 


ſpall ſurely dye. 


Ord, when I read of MWathans 
coming to David, and by a pa- 

rable ſhewing him his own fault, and 
hear him preſently fay , 4s the Zord 
liveth, the man that hath done this thing 
ſhall ſurely dye. This diſcovers to me 
my own iniquity, who am many times 
ready with David to condemn my own 
actions in an other perſon, and to he 
a ſzvere centurer of the faults, of 0- 
thers, but to paſs a very {hght one 
upon my ow: , and can eaſily diſcern * 
the 13te in my brothers eye, but cannot 
percerve the beam that is in my own 
eye, O Lord, I beleech thee, when 
I would cenlure , mak? me to begin 
EO 4 at 
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better than my ſelf, and nt judge ans- 
ther but judge my ſelf, that 1 may ngt be 
judged of the Lord. 
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REFLFCT. VII. 


1 Jol. 23. 15. But as for me and 
my houſe , we will ſerve 
the Lord. 


Ord, when I read of thy ſervant 
| Foſhuah before his death, reckon- 
7 ing up all the great engagements that 
1 the Children of //rae/ bad to ſerve 
$ thee, to provoke them to renew their 
q Covenant with thee, and to keep cloſe 
J to thy ſervice; and hear him taking 

this moſt happy reſolution, that what- 
$ ever they did, He and his houſe would 
{ ſerve the Zord, 


How deſirous, O Lord, am I to fol- 

| low this holy man's Example, and to 
reſolve that whatever the reſt of the 
World doth, Iand my Family will ſerve 
the Lord ; let me not think it enough 
to-ſerve thee my own ſelf ; but make 
me to do, as thou faidſt thou knewſt 
thy ſervant Abraham would , to com- 
mand my Children, and my Rs 
is..7; arter 
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after me, that they may keep thy 
Commandments, to do Judgement 
3 and Juſtice, And as: holy David did, 
- let me ſay, He that walketh uprightly , 
| he ſhall ſerve me , mine eye ſhall be up. 
on the faithful of the land, that they | 
may' dwell with me : He that telleth lies | | 
ſpall not tarry in my ſight, that it. may 

be ſaid of me; as it was of Corzelins 
That 1 fear God and all my houſe, 
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on. ſeveral” Scrigtares, 


REFLECT. Vit. ©. 


Luke.16. 25. Aud Abraham 
ſaid, Son, remember. that 
thou in thy life time rectivedfl 
thy good things , and like- 
wiſe Lazarus a things : » but 
now he is comforted ) and 
thou art tarmented. ; 


Ord, when I read this ſad anſwer 

of Graham , to the Raich-mans 
m—_— Sor, remember that thou' in 
hy life tizze recervedſt thy Foo things : 
4 {ad a remembrance do I believe 
this muſt_needs be.to him, to confi- 
der his former proferiry;and {oxthink 


that he was cloathed in Parte 'and 


fe Linen, amt fared ſumptuouſly e- 


very day; andnow wanted a drop of 
water to, cool: his tongue: © The re- 
membrance of. his tormer proſperity, 


was now but an aggravationot his ml- 


Aer Y. | For 


 Pious Refleittons 

For what good did it do him to 
conſider that in his life time , he had 
it may be 2 great Retinue , and man 
to wait upon him: when in Hell his 
Attendance were only Divels and 
damned Spirits, 

O Lotd, I beſcech thee therefore, 
let it never be ſaid to tne, as it was to 


this miſerable great one ; thou haſt in 


thy life time had thy good things ; thou (| 


haſt had thy conſolation. 


O Lord, 1 beſeech thee, give me not |} 


my Portion in this Life, nor let me | 
bave a ſhort Heaven here upon Earth, } 


and an eternal Hell hereafter. 


Let me not be ſatisfied - with the | 
bleflings of thy Foot-ſtool , without | 


thoſe of thy Throne; nor with the 


 fatneſs of the Earth, without the dew | 


of Heaven. 

. Let .me not ſay to gold thou art 
wy hope, or to the fine gold thou art my 
- confedernre, 

- Let menotcount theſe lower things 
'Mmy -$ood 'things, becauſe theſe may 
Rand with Reprobation; and a Dzves 
may have them, and go to Hell. But 
et me account thoſe things my good 
things, which cannot ſtand with Re- 
probation. 


O 


Ke 


apon feveral Scriptures. 
O viſit me with the fayour of thy 
iq {choſen : O let me not fo much co- 
; yet to be cloarhed with purple, and fine 
. [innen, as to bc like che kings laughter: 
p q all glorious within, and be cloathed 
'C I vith the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and. 
Jhelp me to put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to make no proviſion! for 
. "the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof. 


REFLECT. 


5 x KS 
y ade! 
. þ &.- G 


- Pinus Reflections 


REFLECT. Ix. 


Mark 8, | 36 'VFV bat ſhall zt proc 
| te 8. Han to gain the” while 


, 


fit 4. 24an to, gain the”; 
" atanle, Sc and.; loſe: ' hrs 0A 


Wine , when I read theſe words, | 
and ſee, as it were, my bleſſed | 
Saviour, putting the whole world in- 
to one Scale of a Ballance, and the Soul 
of a poor Creature into the other , 
and the Soul out-weighing all the 
World : How really doth this con- 
vince me , that whoſoever ſhall ex- 
change his immortal Soul to gain the 
whole World, would make a {ad bar- 
pam; 17 EH | | | 
O Lord, I beſeech thee therefore , 

let me not ſell the Devil mine, for a 
little ſcrap of it ; but remembering the 
preciouſneſs of it, by the price it coſt; 
£0L..w6.were at redeemed with corrupti- 
ble things, as ſilver or gold , but with 
The precious blood of Chriſt, Therefore 
x the Devil ſhould come to me, as - 
. did 


LIMI 


on ſeveral Scriptures. 

did once to my Saviour , and ſhew 
me all the Kingdoms of the World, 
and all the glories of them, and ſay, 
all theſe will 7 give thee for;thy ſoul. 1 
may ay to him, Ger thee behind me 
Satay : Ti never make ſuch a fools 
bargain. " Ye DHIKF, 
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Pjous RefletFions 


\REFLEOT. X 


TT 30. 6. Arid Devil ene 
conuraged himſelf iti the 
Lord his God. 


]_ 9nd, when I read this Chapter, 
and conſider the fad adi of 
David who, when he returned, found 
Ziglag burnt, and his two Wives car- 
ried Captives by the Aralekites; and 
the people that were with him talking 
of ſtoning him, that he was in fo ſad 
an out-{fide condition , that he was 
Iorely, diftreſſed, yet the Text faith 
that David, (even then') encouraged 
hinsſelf in the Lord his God. 

O Lord, how doth this make me 
cry out and lay, bleſſed ate the people 
which are in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed are 
82 peaple,.-whoſe-God is.the Lord; yea 
blefſed are they, who in their great- 
eſt tryals and dittreſſes can encourage 
themſelves in God, that can truſt mn 
Cod at all times.  Zord , thoſe _— 
pow 


on ſeveral Scriptures. 389 
know thy name will put their truſt 7 za thee , 

and thou wilt keep them in perfe& 

| pcace., whole mind is ſtaid on thee, 
becauſe they truſt in thee. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee. let this make 
me follow holy David's Example, in 
all my diſtrefſes to encourage my elf 
In thee, knowing it 15 better to put 
confidence in God, than to put conft- 
dcnce in Princes. 


REFLECT: 


P;ons.R efleFions 


REFLECT. XL. 


Gen. 22. 9. Abraham bound T- 
ſaac his ſon, and laid him on 
the altar, on the wood. 

V. 12. Lay nor thy hand upon 
the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him. 


_ when TI read with what ready 
obedience faithful Zbraham com- 
plyed with that command , which 
not only ran crols ro his natural affe- 
Etion, bur ſeemingly would diſap- 
Point the Promiſe he long waited 
for, and ar length received, with lo 
much joy and latisfaction , that he 
named his Son , /ſaac (Laughter) as 
a Witncls and Memorial of it. And 
410, how when he had ſtretched-out 


his hand, and took the Knife to ſlay 
\ his Son, thou called{t from Heavento 


him, Zay ot thy hand upon: the, lad. 


This greatly ſhames me to think how 
ſow 


on ſeveral Scriptures. | 
ſlow and backward I was'to yield to thy 
gracious commands and calls,to devote 
my ſelf intirely to thee, ina.courle of 
ſtrict Religion , and to preſent my Bo- 
dy as a living Sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble to thee, for fear of ſlaying my £ 
ſaacz loofing all my joy and delight, as 
if I might never have been merry af- 
ter my {o doing. . w 
But, O Lord, I muſt acknowledge 
I was afraid where go fear was : For 
I find by bleſt experience , Religion 
(the being laid on thine Altar)neither 
kills, nor burns up our delights, only 
confines and tames them : For as ] 
read in the Parable of the prodigal ; 
though he had had much mad jollity: 
before, he never knew what true joy 
was 71! he came to himſelf, and return-* 
cd to his Father, for 'twas then ,-and 
riot till then, that he and his-began'go 
be (truly) merry, 


Dious Refleftions © 


REFLECT. XI. 


Matt. 7. 21. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the king- 
dom of beawen, but be that 
doth the. will of my Father 


which is in heaven. 
$S Lord, ,when I read that *tis not 
() calling UPOn thee,/7ord,Zord,but 
the abeying thee as fuch by doing of thy 
Will, that will give entrance into thy 
Kingdom. O. Lord, how deſirous am 
L to live my Prayers. And as I evye- 
TY day pray as thou haſt taught me , 
that thy Will may be done: So Lord 
inable me to do thy Will, even when 
'tis moſt croſs to my Own. 


- Tet thy Will commanding be my 
will obeying. O help me to reſign 


my wilt wholly to thine , make me 
: CHEAT- 


UMI 


on ſeveral Scriptures. 


chearfully to do; and patientlyto ir 
thy Will. 


Lord , let thy vals Will He done 
by me, and Upon ME. 


Imprimarur, 


Geo. T borp, R"*: in 
Þ Chriſto P. & D, 
Domino Gulicl: 
mo  Archiep: 
Cant. A. vactis 
__ Domeſticis. 


1678, 
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A 
CATALOGUE 
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Dome Beds Irinced for, 
and dold by Nathanael 
Ranew, at the Kings 
_ Arms in ot. Pants 
_ Charch- yard. 


Folios, 


'*He Works of Foſephus, 
with great diligence Res 
viled and Amended, according 
to the excellent French Tran- 
{lation of Monſieur Arnauld 4 
Andilly. Allo the Embaſſy of 
| T bio 
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Phils wp e4s5 tO che Ewpeidu 
Caius Cal:zoula, never tranſlated 
before; with the References of 
the Scripture. A new Map of the 
Holy Land, and divers Copper 
Plates ſerving to illuſtrate the 
Hiſtory. | 
The Principles of Chriſtian 
Religion 3 with a Jarge Body of 
Divinity, methodically a6d fa- 
 miliarly handled, by way of 
Queſtion and Anſwer, for ge 
uſe of Families. Together with 
Immanuel, or the Myſtery of 
the Incarnation of the Son of 
God : by the moit Reverend 
Tames Uſher, late Archbiſhop 
of Armagh : To which 1s added 
in this ſeventh Edition, twenty 
| Sermons preached at Oxford be- 
fore his Majeſty,and ellewhere:, 
Peruſed and publiſhed by his 
Lordſhips Chaplains; wich the. 
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Life of os Auahor. containing 
many remarkable Paſſages, and 
an Alphabetical Table never be- 
fore extent. ' F 
uarto's. $4 
The Harmony of the Divine | 
Attributes, in the Contrivance 
and Accompliſhment of Mans 
Redemption by the Lord Jeſus 
, Chriſt : or Diſcourſes wherein 
E 3s ſhewed , how the Wiſdom, 
| Mercy, Juſtice, Holineſs, Power, 
and Truth of God, are Glorihed 
1n that great and bleſigd Work: 
by William Bates D. D. in 
urn p 
- Of Wiſdom, three Books writ- 
ten in F remoh, by Peter Charron, 
DPodcor of Law in Paris : Tran- 
flated by Sampſon Lenzard in 
quarto, 
_ A Sermon preached at High- 
ieebang , in che County of 
Bucks 


Nathanael Ranew. 
Bucks , wherein the Miniſters 
Duty is remembred, their Digni- 
ty aſſerted, Man's Reconciliatt- 
on with God urged; by Samuel 
Gardner, Chaplain to hts Maje- 
ity, in quarts. 

The Norfolk, Feaſt, A Sermon 
preached at St. Dunſtans, being 
the day of the Anniverſary 
Feaſt for that Connty ; by VVil- 
liam Smythes Miniſter in that 
County, 1n quarto. 

The Speech of Sr. Audley 
Meroyn Knight, His Majeſties 
prime Serjeant of Law, and 
Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in Ireland; delivered to 
his Grace Duke of Ormond,Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, the 1 3th. 
Febr. 1662. 1n the Preſence 
Chamber in the Caſtle in Dablin. 

Oftavo's. 
"EYPHKA, "EXPHKA, The Virtu- 
FEM _ 
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ous Woman found. Her Loſs 
Bewailed,. and Character Exem- 


plified in a Sermon. preached at 


_ Felfted in Eſſex, April 30.1678. 
At the Funeral of chat moſt Ex- 
cellent Lady, the Right Honous 
rable, and Eminently Religious 
and Charitable Mary, Counteſs 
Dowager of V/arwick, the moſt 
Tluſtrious Pattern of Sincere 
Piety , and ſolid Goodneſs - this 
Age hath produced. With ſo 
large Additions as may be ſtiled 
The Life of that Noble Lady : 
By Anthony VValker, D. D, and 
Rector of Fyfeeld in the ſame 
County. To which are An- 
nexecd fome of her Ladiſhips Pi- 
ous and Utletul Meditations. 
A worthy Communicant ; or 
a Treatiſe ſhewing the due ors 
_ derof Receiving the Sacrament 
of the Eard's Supper : By Fere- 
wah Dyke, in, 0Gavo. The 
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Nathanael] Ranew. 
h "The Way to Salvation,or the 
Dodrine of Life Eternal ; laid 
down from 1everal Texts of 
Scripture, opened and applicd 
ficted to the capacity of the mea- 
neſt Chirſtian, and uſeful for all 
Families, by Fohn Hieron, i in 0+ 
l avs. 
$ - Solitude improved by Divine 
Meditation, or a Treatife pro- 
' ving the Duty, Demonſtratin 
the Neceſlity, Excellency, Uſe- 
fulneſs, Nature, Kinds, and Re- 
quiſites of Divine Meditation : 
Firſt, zntended for a Perſon of 
Honour , and now Publiſhed 
for general ute, by Nathanael 
Ranew ſometime Miniſter of 
Felfted in Fſſex, in oGavo. 
Moral Vertues Baptized Chri- 
ſtian, or the Neceſlity of Mora- 
lity among Chriſtians, by. Wk 
liam Shelton of Burſigd Magna 
in Eſſex, in Octave. . The 


- Books ſold by 
The Burning of London in 
the Year 1665. Commemorated 
and Improved ina hundred and 
ten Meditations and Contempla- 


tions, by Samuel Rolle Miniſter | 


of the Goſpel, and ſometime 


Fellow of Trinity Colledge in | 


Cambridge : inoGavo. 
- Natural Theology , or the 
Knowledge of God from the 
Works of Creatton ; Accom- 
modated and Improved to the 
Service of Chriſtianity, by Mas- 
thew Barker : in oclavo, 

Chriſt and the Covenant, the 
Work and way of Meditation ; 
God's Return to.the Soul or Na- 
tion, together with his prevent- 
ing Mercy ; Delivered in Ten 
Sermons by VVilliam Bridge , 
tometime Miniſter of Tar- 
month. 

The Sinfulneſs of Sin, and the 
Fulneſs 


UN 


Nathanael Ranew. 
Fulneſ(s of Chriſt ; delivered in 
two Sermons by the fame Au- 
thor. 
The Vanity of the World by 
Ezekiel Hopkins : in oGawo. 
The Souls Aſcenfion 1a the 


Iſtate of Separation, by Iſaac 
I Loeffs : in odfavo. 


An Explicatton of the Aﬀem- 
blies lefler Catechiſm , by Sa- 
wnet VVinaey : 1n oSfawn: 

[ter Boreale, with other ſe- 
let Poems; being an exaGt Col- 


Tection of all hitherto extant, 
Jand {ome added, never before 
I Printed, by RobertYVild D. D. 


in oCtawo. 
"A Synopſis of Quateriim, or 
a Colle&ion ofthe Fundamental 
Ecrors of the Quakers, by, Tho- 
mas Danſon : in efleneh 
A Poerical Meditation , 
whereinthe Ulcfulneſs, Excel- 
| 1CnCy, 


"x 


: 2 "* Dok / Pla be 

= Dies ws ſeveral perſeaionss of | 
” Holy Scriptures are-briefly[/hin-iÞ 4 
Ez red,by John Clark : in of, V0. 
=. $7 Twelvet. 

Correction, : aaoes or. 
Treatile of AfﬀliQion, firſt con- 
ceived by way. of private Medi- 
ration, afterwards digeſted into 
certain Sermons,and now publi- 
ſhed for the help: and comfort 
of humble ſuffering Chriſtians : 

by The: Caſe, in Twelwes: 

The:Poor doubting Chriſtian; 
drawn to Chriſt , by Thomas 
Hooker of New-England , In 
Tw#elwes. 

Owias Metamorphoſis in Eng- 
liſh verle, by George Sandy's in 
Twelwes. : 

Zſop's Fables; in Proſe with Þ 
Cues, in Twelves. T 
IN The Principles of Chriſtian 
OL OIIER Religion _ a brief Method of | 
©; "5 the | 


4 "rk NR” | anew. © Oe Y "SIM 2 
F the Dodrine thereof, Corralis =. 
; * and Enlarged by the Reve- +10 
F re nd James Uſher Archbiſhop of 
| Armagh, in Twelves. 43 
4. A plain Diſcourſe of the Mer- 
- | cy of having Gadly Parents, 
- | with the Duties of ildren 
0 | thac have ſuch Parents, by M. 
-'# Goddard, in Twelves. 
2 '. HKAINH ATAQHKH, Nownun Teſta- 
:& mentum ; buic editiont omnig 
 Difficiliorum wocabulorum The- 
j | mata,que inGeorgii PaſlorisLex- 
"| zco Grammatice reſolyuntur in 
| Margine appoſuit Carolus Hoole; 
in eorum ſcilicet gratiam qui pri- 
mi Grace Lingue Tyracinia fas 
ciunt : in_Twelwves. 


